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Violence 
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Enter a mystical world where a heroine is caught 
between survival and vengeance. With the 
Heavenly Sword, Nariko mercilessly eviscerates 
her enemies using three different sword stances. 
Soon youll discover why no hero has been more deadly. 
And why vengeance has never been so beautiful. 


CELL BLU-RAY” 
BROADBAND DISC 
ENGINE™ 


The Cell Broadband 
Engine allows you to 
encounter legions of 
enemies with their own 
individual, group and 


From high-resolution 
model data to count- 
less physics, Al and 
animation programs, 
the massive amount 






squad-based Al, ensuring 
that you'll never have the 
same experience twice. 


of data in Heavenly 
sword is only deliver- 
able on Blu-ray. 
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WIRELESS SHARING 

The new Zune: 4, &, 30, and 80 GB. 
Share your music and pictures from 
Zune to Zune and sync your files 

to your PC—all wirelessly* 

zune.net 
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---- MESSAGE ---- 
MEN’S HIGH BOOT 
STITCHED LEATHER 
BRACKEN BROWN / 
JAFFA ORANGE 
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HAPPY HOLIDAY 
GIFT-BOT-2007 
XXXXXXXXXXXKARAAA 
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G1FT-BOT-2007 invites you to visit . THE pum STORE ‘ 


puma.com 








"AM Naviraffic, iPod, Bluetooth, Rear View Camera require optional accessories, sold separately See Pioneer website for more details. 
AM Satelite Radio and XM NavTratfic,” are subsenption services not affiliated with Pioneer Electranics. iPoo® is a trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. registered in the U.S. and other @eunitries. 
Bluetooth’ trademarks owned by Bluetooth SIG, Inc. ©2007 Bluetooth SIG, Iné. PiONEEA IS a registered trademark of Pioneer Coproration. ©2007 Pioneer Electronics (USA) Ine. 
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GPS Navigation 

XM Traffic* 

iPod® Direct Control* 
Bluetooth® Wireless* 
DVD/CD Entertainment 
Voice Command 
Rear View Camera* 
Vehicle Dynamics 











Beet Seat in the House says you 
10W \ were y you: Wantto Bese the 


get fee merece 
rful navi ie on capabilities with 
DVD r Palemedia entertainment. 
Plus a lot more. 


Let Pioneer help you create that 
experience. Put information, 
communication and entertainment 
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else behind. 


f1oneer 
sound. vision. soul 


pioneer-navi.com 





INSTANT POP OMNISCIENCE, 








DOWNLOAD THESE 


IN HANDY FOLD-OUT FORM 
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0 “3 ne I'm Not There 
SO dtrack, EdVed gets 
hi S s fiery Dylan on. 

f r 


| | KANYE WEST 
| “EVERYTHING | AM” 


| ROG-A-FELLA/DEF JAM 


No one does poignant 
| _Sself-love quite like "Ye. 
i ': 





03 
THE COOL KIDS 
“BLACK MAGS” 


| CAKE, 
_ Two ’80s-rap obsessives 
pena love letter to all 
things BMX. 


(04 

_YEASAYER 

~*2080" 

_ MONITOR 

- Aspace-rocky Brooklyn 
foursome remembers to 
_ enjoy the present. Carpe 


ie hipsters! 
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SANTOGOLD 
“CREATOR” 


LIZARD KING 
Brooklyn bragstress rides 


4 one bizonkers beat. 
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WU-TANG CLAN 
“THE HEART GENTLY 
WEEPS” 


WU MUSIC/LOUD/SRC/UNIVERSAL 
Two weed-loving, East- 
ern-obsessed crews come 
together on this fantastic 
Beatles jack. 


07 
MARY J. BLIGE 
“JUST FINE” 


GEFFEN 

A zippy, Ned Flanders- 
on-Zoloft synth- 
ebration. 


08 
JAY-Z 
“IGNORANT SHIT” 


| DEF JAM 


Over a spit-shine club 
beat, Jay takes aim at 
panty-less celebutards 
and Don Imus. 
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CHRIS BROWN 
“THROWED” 

JIVE 

R&B's 18-year-old Don 


Juan tries to get a shorty 


alone. 
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SAY ANYTHING 
“BABY GIRL, I'M 
A BLUR" 


DOGHOUSE/J 

L.A. nerve-bundle Max 
Bemis works himself 
into paroxysms of emo 
awesomeness. 


BRITNEY SPEARS 
“PIECE OF ME” 

JIVE 

The currently baby-less 
babymama borrows a 
sentiment from that 
kid on YouTube: “Leave 
Britney alone!” 


12 
HURRICANE CHRIS 
“THE HAND CLAP” 
POLO GROUNDS/J 

Mr. “A Bay Bay” 
returns with a 
stupid-fun salute to 
slapping your mitts 
together. 


13 

THE KILLERS FEAT. 
LOU REED 
“TRANQUILIZE ISLAND” 


ISLAND 


_ Astrange team-up—that 


works! 


14 

THE DREAM 

"| LUV YOUR GIRL’ 

DEF JAM 

Dream makes a move on 
your lady —featuring an 
N-word-incorporating 
refrain that you will never 
hear on the radio. 


5 

Q-TIP 

“WORK IT OUT” 

UNIVERSAL MOTOWN 

Mr. Tip reinvents himself 


] 
as a fitness guru. Psych!— 


he's talking about sex. 
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roe BEDINGFIELD 
“SAY IT AGAIN’ .... 


6 

KATE NASH 
“FOUNDATIONS” 

GEFFEN 

The U.K’s newest spunky, 
sing-songy import—like 
the Streets, but funnier 
and cuter, 


7 

RADIOHEAD 
“BODYSNATCHERS” 
[ONLINE] 

The best song on their 
blippy new album, and 
the only one with a 
wicked guitar riff. Coin- 
cidence? 


18 

LEANN RIMES 

“NOTHIN' BETTER TO DO” 
CURB 

A Delta-bluesy lark about 
stealing church money 
for smokes and seducing 
the checkout boy at the 
Quick Stop. Small-town 
boredom rocks! 


19 

WHITE WILLIAMS 
“NEW VIOLENCE” 
TIGERBEATE 

Gorgeous new-wave bal- 
lad, straight outta Ohio. 
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Another nakedly devoted loyesong, 


sure to be scoring a future episode of 
em alen ical aanelan ieee 
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veri7Onwireless 


TOUCH DOES SO MUCH MORE 
ON AMERICA’S MOST RELIABLE 
WIRELESS NETWORK. 












Calculator Alarm Clock 


Calendar 
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Camera My Pictures My Music 





Introducing the Voyager™ and the Venus:” 
By LG. Exclusively from Verizon Wireless. 


Voyager™ Venus™ 


Sleek, responsive touchscreen. 
QWERTY keyboard. Full web browser. 
AVES Com Te (-toMmCl eM) hUler-Lulelam late tle] ach 


Stylish touchscreen. 
Slide-out keypad. 
True digital camera user interface. 





Voyager™ is a trademark of Plantronics, Inc. used under license by Verizon. VZ Navigator: verizonwireless.com/next 
Add'l charges required. Coverage not available everywhere. Screen images simulated. Pre-order online now. In stores soon. 
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WATCH THESE 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY 
COX STORY 


Funnyman John C. Reilly 
stars as a Johnny Cash-like 
superstar in this parody of 
music biopies, cowritten 

by Knocked Up director 
Judd Apatow. In the oddest 
onscreen collaboration of 
the year, Jackson Browne, 
Ghostface Killah and Jewel 
(in full yodel mode) perform 
the title song. 


VIDEOS THAT ROCKED 
THE WORLD 


Anarchic cheerleaders! Blas- 
phemous imagery! Dudes on 
treadmills! This new Fuse 
series dedicates one episode 
each to Nirvana's “Smells 
Like Teen Spirit,” Madonna's 
“Like a Prayer,’ OK Go's 
“Here It Goes Again” and 
seven other iconic music vid- 
eos. Premieres November 26. 


SPIN THESE 


JOY DIVISION 
UNKNOWN PLEASURES 


RHINO 
This phenomenal 
gloom-punk debut gets a 
spiffy reissue treatment. 


GHOSTFACE KILLAH 
THE WORLD ACCORDING TO 
PRETTY TONEY 


MTV PRESS 

A book-CD combo of hilari- 
ously oddball tips and Wu- 
Tang inspirationalisms. 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
DISCOVERED: A 
COLLECTION OF DAFT PUNK 
SAMPLES 


RAPSTER 

The French techno dudes are 
one hell of a crate-digging 
unit, as this set proves. 


NEIL YOUNG 
CHROME DREAMS II 


REPRISE 

The cranky old coot sings 
poignantly about nature, 
dystopian hallucinations and 
sexual urges. 
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PLUG MEIN 


COLUMBIA 

This double-disc set com- 
piles live performances from 
‘75 all the way to ’03, includ- 
ing footage of the band at an 
Australian high school in ’76. 
The DVD offers an excel- 
lent primer on original lead 
singer Bon Scott’s unique 
wardrobe, which included 
giant bowties, leopard-skin 
vests and extremely tight, ex- 
tremely small denim shorts. 


KILLER MIKE’S GRIND 
TIME SPORTS SHOW 
BANG! BANG! BANG! 


Outspoken Atlanta rapper 
(and OutKast affiliate) Killer 
Mike hosts a sly online talk 
show that takes on hot-but- 
ton topics like snitching and 
making it rain. It’s like a hip- 
hop Politically Incorrect. 


“Are you there 
vague and trenm 
Divine Bei 

me, Mado 








PLAY THESE 


MTV GAMES; XBOX 360, P53 

Up to four players rock together, | activision; xaox 360, ps3, Pc 

using a faux guitar, bass, mic and | Set in the present day, this game 
drum kit. You can also jam with | features furious firefights in an 
strangers online—so no “fake ~ unnamed Middle Eastern coun- 
drummer wanted” fliers neces- try and graphics so real you can 
Sary. taste the sand. 


ROCK BAND WapcApe 4: MODERN 


ALTEC LANSING 


JUST ADD MUSIC. 


Blender and Altec Lansing 
have assembled a list of 
the coolest music 
downloads of 2007— 
straight from THE 
BLENDER BIBLE—and are 
offering you the chance 

to put ‘em on your playlist, 


FREE! 





R. KELLY 


Fresh out the closet (and the infinitely delayed trial), Robert Log on to 


Kelly hits the road. He plays Charlotte, North Carolina, 11/18, 
then swoops into Houston for a 12/2 show. Because those legal | | 
bills don’t just pay themselves! to check out the awesome 


must-have download list. 
FALL OUT BOY : | 
: ee aA Pes And enter to win a $250 
Come for the expert emo-pop—stay for the off chance of seeing are ieee 
Pete Wentz lady friend Ashlee Simpson in the mosh pit! FallOut 7 music download gift card, 
Boy swing through Denver and San Jose in November, San Diego courtesy of ALTEC LANSING. 
and Vegas in December. 


www.orbit-mp3.com/blender 






SERVE CHILLED OR 
ON THE ROCKS. 


Pete Wentz: “How a Orbit-MP 3 


| do you play the 
| Seinfeld theme?" 


‘Offer expires December 31, 2007 
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JAY-Z 


Go ahead, call it a 
comeback. Inspired by the 
new underworld drama 
American Gangster, 
Jigga’s back with a gritty 
new album, a new outlook 
and a new fan: Barack 
Obama. 


HEIDI MONTAG 

The Hills villainess is one 
of the most hated stars in 
the history of reality TV, 
which is ideal preparation 
for her next role: pop star. 


CHIODOS 

Take one tortured singer 
who has eased his pain 
with prescription meds 
and worse. Add five good- 
time party dudes. Straight 
out of Flint, Michigan, it’s 
emo’ fastest-rising—and 
most volatile—band. 


THE (00 GREATEST 
INDIE-ROCK ALBUMS 
EVER 

Hear that? It’s the sound 
of a million bloggers 

in ironic T-shirts 
furiously banging out 
denunciations of our list 
of the best indie-rock 
records of all time. 


AMY WINEHOUSE 
Racked by self-destructive 
impulses (and paparazzi), 
the troubled soul singer 
took a break to get her life 
together. Unfortunately, 
things aren't working out 


as planned ... , 


TUNE IN! 
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“ALOT OF 
PEOPLE SING 
ABOUT 
HEARTBREAK. 
BUT AMY 
LIVESIT.” 


~ Producer 
Annoy your boss: Watch music videos at Blender.com Mark Ronson 


Photograph by MARC HOM 
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Alcohol Reference 
Animated Blood 
Crude Humor 
Fantasy Violence 
Language 
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When an alien tyrant attacks Ratchet and Clank’s home, 
the duo embarks on a mission to unlock one of the universe's 
biggest secrets. Their journey hurls them into vast, 
unexplored worlds, where Ratchet discovers that the 
mysteries of his past are the key to the galaxy’s future. 





SIXAXIS™ 
WIRELESS 
CONTROLLER 


Control Ratchet and his 
arsenal like never before 
as you guide his weapons 
to their targets, fly freely 
through expansive new 
worlds and outmaneuver 
ever-growing danger. 


HIGH- 
DEFINITION 
VISUALS’ 


Explore a highly detailed 
world, where blockbuster 
graphics and cinematic 
camera angles combine to 
create a living, breathing 
galaxy rivaling today's most 
sophisticated CGI movies. 
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CONTENTS: DEC.O7 


REGULARS 


BLENDER BIBLE 
LETTERS 
BURNER 


T.I. gets busted on gun charges, 
and Coldplay's singer, um, naps. 


TOP 33 CHART 
DEAR SUPERSTAR: SIMON LEBON 


Duran Duran’s frontman reveals 
how to land a supermodel wife. 


COLLECT CALL FROM... MAROON 5 
SNL! Fights! Yoga! 168 hours with 
Adam Levine and Co. 


USEFUL TIPS: THE HIVES 


The Swedes bike the big city. 


THE GREATEST SONGS EVER: 
“ROSA PARKS” 

OutKast shot to national fame with 
a track named for a civil-rights 
hero. The downside: getting sued 


ASK BLENDER 


What cereal did the Stones shill for? 


WHO DOES CHRIS BROWN 

THINK HE IS? 

The teen star on his transformation 
from studious nerd to dance-floor- 
owning ladies’ man 


16 Blender.com 





THE GUIDE 


NEW RELEASES 

Radiohead, Britney Spears, J’m Not 
There soundtrack, Eagles, Carrie 
Underwood, Soulja Boy Tell’em, 
Alicia Keys and more 


REISSUES 
Led Zeppelin, Joy Division, 
Megadeth, Luther Vandross 
and Pylon 


LIVE 
Arcade Fire/LCD Soundsystem 
and Foo Fighters 


MOVIES 
I'm Not There, Youth Without 
Youth, Juno, Persepolis and Teeth 


GAMES 

Guitar Hero II, Rock Band, Crysis, 
Mass Effect, The Simpsons Game 
and more 


On the cover 

JAY-Z 

Photograph by 

MARTIN SCHOELLER 


Styling: June Ambrose. 
Manicure: Lisa Logan. Suit 
and shirt: Ralph Lauren, Black 
Label; tie: Dunhill; ring: Jacob 








Where to find your favorite performers 
in this month’s Blender 


MORISSETTE, ALANIS 


(on her lovely lady lumps) 


SPEARS, BRITNEY 8, 48, 100 


Cees eseenneeeee Pee ee rere reer rier t retire Teer rr Terry 


VAMPIRE WEEKEND 


(are in the market for a hackey sack) 





DURAN DURAN: GAB ARCHIVES/REDFERNS/MUSICPICTURES.COM; THE HIVES: MARIUS BUGGE; MARCEL MARCEAU (SPINE): JUSTIN KAHN/WIREIMAGE 


©2007 Samsung Electronics America, Inc. Al nights reserved. Samsung is a registered Irademark of Samsung Electronics Co.,Ltd. Screen images simulated, ©2007 NFL Properties LLC. 
Team names/logos are trademarks of the teams indicated. All other NFL-related fradamarks are trademarks of the National Football League. 
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watching the NFL the way the NFL does 


samsung is the official HDTV of the NFL three years running and is now 
their #1 HDTV pick for in-stadium coaches’ booths. And since all games 
are being broadcast in HD, there’s no better time to get a Samsung HDTV. 
The NFL and Samsung. The decision is clear. For more information, visit 
samsung.com/nfl 





NFL PLAYERS OFFICIAL HDTV OF THE NFL 
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POWER, PRECISION BIE id 


AND STYLE. 


Editor-in-Chief Craig Marks 
Group Creative Director Andy Turnbull 
Managing Editor Randi Hecht 


Music Editor Rob Tannenbaum Senior Editors Victoria De Silverio, Josh Eells, Jonah Weiner 
Associate Editor Mark Yarm Editor at Large Adam Higginbotham 
Senior Critic Jon Dolan Editorial Assistant Jon Coplon 


Associate Art Director Amelia Tubb Senior Designer Billy Sorrentino 


Photo Director Amy Hoppy 
Deputy Photo Editor Chris Ehrmann Associate Photo Editor Rory Walsh 


Copy Chief Robin Aigner Production Manager Dylan Boelte Research Editor Darren Ratner 
Copy Editors Chris Chaberski, Peter Lucas, Virginia Shannon 
Research Associates Pearl Ashcraft, Alex Basek, Gillian Telling 


Senior Online Editor Mike Errico Online Staff Writer Ryan Dombal 


Writers Nick Catucci, Andy Greenwald, Michael Joseph Gross, Will Hermes, Hua Hsu, Dorian 
Lynskey, Chris Norris, Simon Reynolds, Jody Rosen, Karen Schoemer, RJ Smith, Douglas Wolk 
Photographers Chris Buck, Kenneth Cappello, Matt Jones, Danielle Levitt, Ture Lillegraven, 
Shery! Nields, Jason Nocito, Terry Richardson, Jeff Riedel, Martin Schoeller, Peggy Sirota 


Publisher Lee Rosenbaum 


Advertising Director Hugh Jamieson 
Toon Account Manager Scott Stewart 


, Music Director Mitch Herskowitz 
. Fashion and Grooming Director Rob Miller 
. Midwest Director Dave Nordahl (312) 440-3182 
Sh AAS ad 35 Detroit Director Kathy Vargo (248) 723-1302 
hom; gy Southern California Executive Director Vincent Amalfi (310) 497-3674 
2 Northwest Account Director Thecla Glueck (415) 749-0290 
. Texas Account Director Adam Knippa (972) 960-2889 


Th Southeast Manager Jason Albaum (404) 531-6997 
' Indie Label Rep liko Nechev 
D.R. Director Andrea Moschella 
D.R. Sales Manager Jennifer Kajzer 
Advertising Sales Assistants Liz DeGuzman, Nan Luma 


Chief Marketing Officer Joe Mangione 





Executive Director, Integrated Marketing Vildia Samaniego 
TECH GEar Marketing Director William Gasperoni 
Promotional Art Director Tracy Taormina Research Director Brady Jenkins 
Integrated Marketing Manager James Naddeo 
Music Marketing Associate Jamie MacDonald Marketing Intern Ben Barnes 


Chicf Financial and Operating Officer Lori Dente 
Group Financial Controller Karen Reed 
Human Resources Director Gretchen A. Grubel 


Director of Manufacturing and Distribution Sean Fenlon 


Advertising Services Director Katey Johnson Production Director Robin Daikeler May 
Tech Gear pushes forward In Advertising Services Manager Aimee Leinhardt Advertising Production Manager Dina Passaro 


technology, endurance and style. 


President, Maxim Digital Todd Anderman 
Full-featured. Full-powered., 


Director of Brand Development Barry Pincus Consumer Marketing Director Charles W. Mast 


; Subscription Marketing Director Susan Tynan Circulation Business Director James Buckley 
The perfect balance of precision Newsstand Manager Matthew Kexel 
timekeeping and rugged 
sophistication. PR Director Nora Haynes 


Senior Publicist Kate Cafaro 


Vice President, Alpha Productions Doug Turner 


Sonior Event Directors Jordan Rothstein, Amanda Civitello Associate Director James Nolan 
Event Manager Colin Surprenant Event Coordinator Michael Assenza Assistant Kevin Falatko 


Chairman & CEO Kent Brownridge 
Where substance meets style 


Copyright © 2007 Dennis Publishing, Inc. Blender® is a registered trademark owned by Alpha Media 


Group Inc. All rights reserved. December 2007 issue, Volume 6, Number II. Blender is published 
PulsarWatches.com il times per year by Dennis Publishing, Inc., 1040 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY l00I8. 
Tel (212) 302-2626; Fax (212) 302-2635: blender.com 
By Seiko Watch Corporation 


For subscription inquiries, please call (386) 447-6319 or write to: 
Blender, PO Box 420235, Palm Coast, FL, 32164 or visit: blender.com/customerservice 


Available at Gottschalk’s 


QO Blender.com 





| ee | ing 
Do Unto Others. ~~ 


/ 


Orbit-MP3 


The Orbit-MP3 ultra-portable speaker delivers big 
sound with amazing clarity & depth. It’s the ideal way 
to share your iPod or MP3 player tunes anytime, any- 
where in full, 360-degree sound. With its long battery 
life, the music keeps playing long into the night. 





Visit www.alteclansing.com for more information. 


~ 


ALTEC LANSING 


iPod not included. © 2007 Altec Lansing, a division of Plantronics. All rights reserved. 
iPod is a trademark of Apple Inc. registered in the US and other countries. 
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VOLUME BLAST ULTIMATE HOLL! 


HEAT DEFENS! RVACEOUS Cur 


He AMT eee 7 Mey RCE! 


Bring out your sexy in just one application. 


REWORKABLE 


Sut oH 








Product may require reapplication | ; 
after vigorous activity nant 
vos VICTORY HAIR.COM 


EXTREME ste er VOX 





YOU'VE GOT 


MAIL 


BECAUSE SHARING IS CARING... 





Dirty Dancing: Scherzinger Nights 

So Nicole Scherzinger (“The Blow-Up Doll,” 
November) doesn’t think that the Pussy- 
cat Dolls’ dance moves are the least bit raun- 
chy? Either she’s lying out of her (beautifully 
shaped) ass or she’s just plain deluded. Frank- 
ly, I don't care, as long as she keeps making 
videos like “Whatever U Like.” I haven't seen 
soft-core smut that good since I subscribed to 
Cinemax! 

seepster 999, Portland, OR 


Rush to Judgment 

As a huge Rush fan, I must take issue with 
your naming Neil Peart the second worst lyr- 
icist in rock, after Sting (“The 40 Worst Lyri- 
cists in Rock,” November). Clearly you weren't 
experiencing Peart classics like “Oracle: The 
Dream” as they were meant to be heard: 
stoned out of your friggin’ gourd. 


muirhe 12, Altoona, PA 


lf Peart's lyrics sound good to you, your sticky 
must be way better than ours. Are you by any 
chance friends with Snoop Dogg or Willie 
Nelson? 


Dad Believes in Yesterday 

Your feature “The 40 Worst Lyricists in Rock” 
made my day. When I showed my dad that 
Paul McCartney made the list, at No. 38, 
he nearly blew a gasket! I got an hour-long, 
expletive-filled lecture on what's wrong with 
today’s kids and their music. I was laughing 


Nicole 
Scherzinger, 
wondering why 
she always gets 
picked for the 
skins team. 


the whole damn time. You know a list is good 
when it pisses off old people. 
scratchacidgs, Buffalo, NY 


Melancholy and the Infinite Sad Sacks 

How dare you put Death Cab for Cutie’s Ben 
Gibbard and Dashboard Confessional’s Chris 
Carrabba—two of the greatest wordsmiths in 
modern music—on your list of “The 40 Worst 





IF POP STARS WERE DOGS... 


send us a photo and tell us which music celebrity your pooch 
resembles. If we print it, you'll win the Acoustic Energy Wi-Fi radio. 


Dal r 
ste A 


24 “TL knew that topless lady had something up her sleeve. 


CHOCOBO 
THE DOG 
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Lyricists in Rock”? For my money, there's no 
more touching song about love and death 
than Death Cab’s “I Will Follow You Into the 
Dark.” Blender, it really wouldn't hurt if you 
actually got in touch with your emotions now 
and again. 

crookedtecth20oo, Santa Clarita, CA 


Your letter had a strange effect on us. What is 
this saline, watery fluid flowing from our eyes? 


Gay Paree? 


Great article on the French duo Justice (“And 
Justice for All”” November). But as a Hall and 
Oates fan, I was annoyed by Justice member 
Xavier de Rosnay’s contention that Hall and 
Oates are gay (for the last time, theyre not). 
It’s funny this accusation should come from 
de Rosnay, given his admission that he and 
his musical partner “are together all the time” 
and always share a hotel room while on tour. 
Hmm... 


private_eyesSl, Virginia Beach, VA 


My Thwarted Romance 


I was bummed to read the news that My 
Chemical Romance singer Gerard Way mar- 
ried his girlfriend in a backstage ceremony 
(“Gothlyweds,” November). I’ve been scrawl- 
ing “Mrs. Beth Way" in my notebook for years 
now. Sigh ... Still, Gerard, if you're ever in 
need of a little action on the side, be sure to 
look me up. 

Beth &., Canton, OH >> 
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THE MUSIC VIDEO CHANG 


| ED MUSIC. 
THESE 10 CHANGED 


et 








LETTERS 





The Truth About Cats and Dogs 


Your article about how Pete Doherty allegedly got 
his cat high on crack (“Burner,” November) brought 
me back to my frat days, when we got our dog, Skip- 
py, wasted on cheap beer. Man, I miss college. I 
often wonder, What ever happened to Skippy? 
Devin111, Chicago 

Skippy just finished up another 28-day stay at Prom- 


ises. His publicist requests that the media respect his 
privacy. 


Exodus 

After six years, I’ve let my subscription to Blender 
expire—most of the artists and music you cover are 
no longer relevant to an old fart like me. It seems 
somehow fitting that my subscription ends with 
the October issue, in which you reviewed the back 
catalogue of the band that first got me into music: 
Genesis. Still, ifyou had given The Lamb Lies Down 
on Broadway the five-star rating it deserved, I just 
may have renewed. 

Peter Campbell, Belleoue, NE 


Ye of Lil Faith 


Damn, that is one sweet ride Lil Mama posed with 
in your article on how to buy your first car (“Use- 
ful Tips From the Stars,” November)! But I’m not 
sure a 17-year-old should be entrusted to handle a 
‘74 Stingray—those things aren't toys. Start her out 
with a used Geo first. 


Peter Hammel, Tuscaloosa, AL 


Vintage Rock 

Wait, so Kid Rock calls celebrity rehab “gay,” then 
admits he’s into antiquing (“Dear Superstar,” 
November)? I don’t care if you were married to 
Pam Anderson, dude—going antiquing is undeni- 
ably gay. You used to be my hero, man! What hap- 
pened? 

Zizale92, Helena, MT 


Getting the Finger? 

I'm the dude who asked Kid Rock if I could buy 
the eight-foot middle finger from the Devil With- 
out a Cause tour off him. I was happy to read his 
answer—that he'd probably give it to me for free. 
So, should I look for it in the mail or will Kid deliver 
it to me personally? 

MetalScythe, Royal Oak, M1 


If Kid Rock can't find the finger, would you settle for 
a delightful colonial vase he picked up in Connecticut 
last weekend? 


Bodies in Motion 

After reading about Motion City Soundtrack’s less- 
than-successful dance lessons (“$848 With Motion 
City Soundtrack,” November), it was a pleasure to 
turn the page and see some kids who could real- 
ly bust a move (“Do the Spongebob!”). But if MCS 
hottie Justin Pierre ever needs someone to cutarug 
with, lam available. 

Brenda S., Wichita, KS 


Garage Days Re-Re-Revisited 

In your August “Ask Blender” answer about groups 
that had their tribute band open for them, you left 
out Metallica. In 1998, when they released the cov- 
ers album Garage Inc., Metallica played a series of 
shows with the tribute band Battery. Battery went 
over better than Metallica did! I know because I 
was there—I was dating a guy in Battery. 


Jennie Lock, Cincinnati >> 
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BRINGING OUT THE STALKER IN YOU SINCE 2001 
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KIEL LONGBOAT AND M1A.*: oa LUKAS ROSS)Anp TRACY RAUTINE 


Have a shot of vourself invading 
a pop star's personal space? 
Send it our way; if we print it, 
you'll win a Virgin Mobile Wild 
Card. For more info, go to 
wwwyirginmobileusa.com. 
on rs T7335 & 
(222 cis BBUaA SEND ENTRIES TO: 
aan = SPS. superfan@blender.com, 
(2/20 iy weeps : 
or Superfan at Blender, 
1040 Sixth Avenue, 15th Floor, 
New York, NY 10018. 
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POPMART - LIVE FROM 
MEXICO CITY 
leased onDVD forthe fst time, 
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Editi ion Deluxe DVD. The Limited 
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LWE it MONTEREY : 6 LORDDON'TSLOWMEDOWN : 3 BATS LIVE Ae ee YUSUF 5 CAFE ue ABSOLUTE GARBAGE 
LiveAtMontereyisthe : :  Directorscutdefinitive : : Amepicrockopera,featuring :  : Featuringastunningliveshow : : Presenting theband’'s 
definitive DVD, CD and Vinyl : : featurelengthdocumentary : : liveperformancesfromthe :  : filmed in March ‘07 at ae Ns music videos on DVD 
presentation of JimiHendrix’s :  : includinghandcommentary. : : trilogyofBatOutOfHellAlbums.: |:  London’sPortchesterHall, : =: forthe first time ever, 

unforgettable MontereyPop : :  SBonusdiskincludesband’s : : featuredinbreathtaking : : includingsongsfromhis =: ; plus an hour of 

Festival performance.  :  : homecomingshowattheCity : =:  451SurroundSoundand : : amazingnewalbumand =: : career-spanning 

: : OofManchesterStadiuminHD : filmed in HD. : : extensivebackcatalogue : bonus footage. 

and surround sound. ae ie woe (as Cat Stevens). ae: 
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Www. HEREISNIRVANA COM 


©2007 Universal Music Ertempe a Division of WMG Recordings, inc. 
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The Complete Performance Mixed in 5.1 Surround Sound 


Featuring Two Songs Not Originally Broadcast 
PLUS FIVE PREVIOUSLY UNRELEASED REHEARSAL PERFORMANCES! 


Includes the Original Broadcast Version and the MTV News: Bare Witness 
Special Featuring Interviews with the Band & Audience Members 


DVD IN STORES 11.20.07 


AVAILABLE AT 
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Stapp Infection 


I counted not one, but two digs against Scott 
Stapp in your November issue. First Kid Rock 
apologizes for having hung out with Scott 
(“Dear Superstar”), then you name Scott as 
one of the 40 worst lyricists in rock. Scott has 
made his share of mistakes over the course 
of his career—recording a sex tape costar- 
ring Kid Rock being foremost among them— 
but, as anyone who saw Creed in their prime 
knows, that man can rock like no other. All the 
haters can go to hell! 


enlightened777. Kansas City, MO 


We're no biblical scholars, but we have a feel- 
ing hell might have trouble accommodating that 
many people. 


Clash 101 


I was disappointed that you featured three Big 


Audio Dynamite albums in your overview of 


the Clash’s output (“Back Catalogue,” Septem- 
ber) but failed to include the much better work 
of Joe Strummer’s early band the 10lers. The 
10lers’ recently rereleased Elgin Avenue Break- 
down is a golden nugget of punk rock that any 
new fan of the Clash should check out. 


Brian Morgan, Morristown, NF 


Don’t Pity the Foo! 


Whata bunch of crybabies those Foo Fighters 
are (“Collect Call From Foo Fighters,” Novem- 
ber)! When frontman Dave Grohl told your 
reporter that the band was getting off the 
road because they've “played eight shows in 
six days, been freezing cold and soaking wet, 
donea million hours of press,’ all I could think 
was, boo hoo! To support my family, I work 
on an oilrig for months at a time—if I com- 
plained like Grohl] did, my coworkers would 
hurl me into the Gulf of Mexico. 


mr_amazing, Galveston, TX 


Ridin’ Clean 
So Chamillionaire (“Who Does Chamillion- 
aire Think He Is?” November) doesn't drink, 


BLENDER’S BURNING QUESTION 


x 


{ 


The Clash: The 
world’s surliest 
parking-lot 
attendants. 


smoke or swear and has conservative taste in 
sex? I’ve met middle-aged accountants more 
exciting than this dude. Blender, you need to 
vet your “Last Page” interviewees better! 


Neil Ingraham, Pierre, SD 


A Fever He Can't Sweat Out 
As someone who owns Pac-Man Fever on viny! 


Now that he’s conquered music, what should Kanye West do? 


J97% 


RUN FOR 
PRESIDENT 


ARBY'S LATE-NIGHT 
SUPERVISOR 


24% 


LAUNCH A 
NOVELTY-EYEWEAR 


“FORGET OBAMA—KANYE 
SHOULD BE OUR FIRST 
BLACK PREZ!” 


BRIAN HAHN, SHREVEPORT, LA 


Log on to Blender.com for the next 
Burning Question. One deserving 
reader will have his/her thought- 
provoking comment published in the 
magazine and win an XpressRC 
satellite radio. 
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and 8-track, I was happy to see your article on 
my favorite album of all time (“Leader of the 
Pac,’ November). But I must warn your readers 
to avoid the 1999 rerecorded version—it pales 
in comparison to the original. Ifyou can’t score 
a copy of the 1982 version on eBay, try hunting 
down the original tracks online. 

blinky1970, Vancouver, BC 


Work Together, Rock Together 


Very cool article on the showdown between the 
games Guitar Hero Il] and Rock Band (“Game 


On!” November). Harmonix, the developer of 


Rock Band, sounds like an awesome place to 
work. I can't believe they hired a bus to trans- 
portall the employees back and forth to a Mot- 
ley Criie concert! I work at a marketing firm, 
and those cheapskates won't even pay for acab 
to take me home when I work until midnight. 
Giles6565, New York 

We work at a music magazine, and even we 


don’t get bussed to Motley Crile shows. We're 
chauffered to them in Hummers. Psych! 


LISTEN UP 


Blender readers: We want to hear from you! 
So write in and tell us how you really feel. 
Send all correspondence to: 

your2cents @ blender.com, or Blender, 

104-0 Sixth Avenue, 15th Floor, New York, 
NY 10018. 
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Sharapova rule #1. 
Make every shot a PowerShot. 


eG trademarks of Canon Inc. in the United States. IMAGEANYWARE is a trademark of Canon. Face Detection Technology detects | " 3 


f) Face Detection Technology does not operate in movie mode. All images and effects are simulated. 


Cold 





lf you're anything like Maria Sharapova and you love taking pictures, then you need a new Canon PowerShot 
digital camera. And now every PowerShot automatically adjusts focus, exposure and flash on up to 9 faces. 
So you always get the shot you want. We call that GENUINE CANON FACE DETECTION TECHNOLOGY. 





FéwerShot SD87/0 IS 


DIGITAL CLrPH 
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say, “play artist: The Strokes” 


You talk. SYNC listens. 


Voice-activated in-car technology | Voice-activates your Bluetooth phone 





Driving while distracted can result in loss of vehicle control. Even when equipped with voice commands, only us 
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LINCOLN MERCURY 
Voice-activates your MPS player | Speaks 3 languages EXCLUSIVELY ON NEW FORD, LINCOLN AND MERCURY VEHICLES 





iobile phones and other devices not essential to driving when it is safe to do so. The Bluetooth® word mark and logos are trademarks of the Bluetooth® SIG, Inc. 
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be a man. use a condom every time. 


trojanevolve.com 
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Bruce Springsteen and Arcade Fire duet in Canada 


TWO GENERATIONS OF bighearted arena rock joined forces in October when members of Arcade Fire performed 
with Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band at a concert in Canada. 

During the encore of his show at Ottawa's Scotiabank Place, Springsteen invited Arcade Fire frontpeople 
Win Butler and Régine Chassagne onstage to join him on 1982's “State Trooper,’ asong Arcade Fire have been 
known to cover in their shows. The Montreal marrieds then stuck around to back up the Boss on an Arcade Fire 
song, the Springsteenesque “Keep the Car Running,’ from this year’s breakthrough Neon Bible. “I’ve listened 
to a lot of Springsteen,” Butler told Blender earlier this year. “His songs are all about salvation, and I love the 
passion he brings to his shows.” josh Ketts 


SPRINGSTEEN: JANA CHYTILOVA/FREESTYLE PHOTOGRAPHY: STEFANI: TONY BARSON/ WIREIMAGE, 
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“THE FIRST TRUE 
NEXT-GEN EXPERIENCE 
HAS ARRIVED.” 
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A BEAUTIFUL DEATH 
NOVEMBER 2 08 7 
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Strona L © 2007 Ubisoft Entertainment. All Rights Reserved. Assassin's Creed, Ubisoft, Ubi.com, and the Ubisoft logo 
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Kroeger: 
Multiplatinum 
rock star, 
skilled lobster 
impersonator. 





.44 CHAD KROEGER 


Birthdate 


a 


Current age 


Death calculator starts at age 





CATEGORY YEARS ADDED/SUBTRACTED 


White male (-2), Canadian (+1), height 6° I” 
(-3), known for mane and non-ironic facial 
hair (0) -4 


Bucolic life: Grew up in farm community of 
3,000 and now resides in Vancouver + 


Workaholic: Ceaseless tours (-2) in smoke- 
filled venues (-2) spends “down time” 
producing (-2) -6 


Sleep deprivation: “I'm kind of addicted to the 
partying, but it’s really f---ing hard to do every 
single night.” 


nN 





Alcohol: Loves beer, shots; aims to drink cola- 
das and daiquiris on every continent -8 


High-risk behavior: Imbibes and dives (off 
cliff into swimming pool); extreme mountain- 
bike enthusiast -2 


Neurotic: “Everything's going great—|'m just 
waiting for lightning to strike.” -2 


——<— 


Frenemy stress: Involved in nasty royalty 

dispute with former drummer Ryan Vikedal; 

Saliva singer Josey Scott claims Kroeger 

bilked him out of money from the 2002 hit 

“Hero” they worked on together -2 


Anger issues: Absentee father still a big issue -4 


SEE _ — 


Stress management: Uses music to work 
through hardships; uses spa and pool to relax -3 





Neurobic: Taught himself guitar at 13; prolific 
sonewriter, performer, producer, label execu- 
tive and entrepreneur +4 


Estimated life expectancy 


Projected year of death 





Gerontologist Dr. David J. Demko: “Kroeger is a 
33-year-old living in the body of a 56-year-old 
man. His relentless work ethic and reckless 
lifestyle will drive him to an early grave. He 
needs to control the excesses and relax.” 


NEWS 
ROUNDUP 


traveled to the 
VHI Save the 
Music Foundation 
[Oth Anniversary 
Gala with nine 
assistants in tow, 
including one 
woman whose 
sole task was to 
dispense breast 
tape for the singer. 
Another helper 
wore a belt with 
brushes and hair 
spray, and a third 
toted hot rollers. 


Scottish instru- 
mental-rock 
band 

is auctioning off 
drummer Martin 
Bulloch’s used 
pacemaker on 
eBay. Bulloch 
recently had the 
medical device 
replaced witha 
new one. Proceeds 
will benefit the 
British Heart 
Foundation. 


Reports say 
n singer 
Brent Hinds 
suffered a brain 
hemorrhage, 
a broken nose 
and two black 
eyes ina fistfight 
with System of 
a Down bassist 
Shavo Odadijian 
following the 
MTV Video Music 
Awards in Vegas. 
Hinds, described 
by onlookers as 
“drunk,” reportedly 
started the brawl 
by taking off his 
shirt and slapping 
Odadjian with it. 





“IT WAS A 
SOBERING 
EXPERIENCE.” 






A Carbine 15 found 
in T.l.'s home (left) 
and two rifles 
he tried to buy 
(right) —according 
to the ATF. 







TIP DRILLED 


may go bye-bye after trying to buy machine guns 


HOURS BEFORE T.1I. was scheduled to accept BET's Best CD of the 
Year award, the 27-year-old rapper was arrested in Atlanta for 
the possession of unregistered firearms by a convicted felon. 
The October 13 arrest—part of a sting operation conducted 
by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives— 
came after T.I. allegedly attempted to purchase approximately 
$12,000 worth of machine guns and silencers through a mem- 
ber of his security team. 

ATF agents had arrested the unidentified bodyguard on 
October 10, when he tried to buy the guns. After informing the 
agent that he was acting on T.L’s behalf, the bodyguard agreed 
to help them pursue a case against his employer. Three days 
later, wearing a recording device, the bodyguard delivered the 
weapons to T.I. to finalize the purchase. “No flash, no bang,” 
the rapper allegedly said in reference to the silencers, before 
asking for his change. Police say a subsequent search of one of 
T.I’s homes led to the discovery of three rifles, two pistols and a 
revolver. In 1997, T.L., born Clifford Harris Jr., was arrested for 
multiple offenses, including selling crack. If convicted of these 
latest charges, he could face up to 10 years in federal prison. One 
of T.I’s lawyers told reporters, “Our goal is to completely exoner- 
ate him.” He is currently being held in federal custody. Noor Buddic 
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I don't know what they want from me/Its like the more money we come across/The more problems we see. og 
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AVAILABLE FOR THE PLAYSTATION® COMPUTER ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM AND 
COMING SOON TO THE PLAYSTATION®2 COMPUTER ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM. 





-Yoled.¢:fo [To Mae meted ai liveslite Melie MUM iolmile)U(er=cy “The best music game ever.” 
and band members alike.” -ROLLING STONE -EDGE MAGAZINE 
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LIVE OUT YOUR ROCH-AND-ROLL FANTASY WITH 
THE MOST CUTTING-EDGE MUSIC GAME EVER! 


NOW YOU CAN MASTER GUITAR, BASS, DRUMS, AND VOCALS IN SINGLE-PLAYER MODE, 
OR PLAY TOGETHER WITH YOUR FRIENDS AS YOUR OWN BAND—IN PERSON OR ONLINE: 


WWW.ROCKBAND.COM HARMO@ONIX &, © 


GAMES 
© 2007 Harmonix Mu ing ata del eget a embicrs Harmonix, Rock Band and all related tithes and logos Se ae elanberaties nix Music Systems, Inc., an MTV Networks company. Rock Band developed by Harmonix 
Music Systems, Inc. MTV: Music Telev Paani and all related titles and logos are trademarks of MTV Networks, a division of Viacom Intemational lnc . EAal and the BA loge are trademarks or registered trademarks of Elec- 
tronic Arts Ine. in the US and/or other nie “PlayStation”, “PLAYSTATION® and the pS" Family logo are registered tadeniats of Sony Computer Entertair ete = Microsoft, Saas Xbox 360, Xbox LIVE, and the Xbox logos 
are trademarks of the Mi crosoft group o tc aire nies. The ratin ngs s icon is a registered trademark of the Entertainment Software Association. All other trademarks he property of their respective owners. 


*Internet connection required. See pack back for details. 
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NEWS 


MUSCLES! —s=_—Raunou 


Bulging, beefy pythons help British singer 


| was 
pop stars manage the rigors of verbally attacked 
celebrity life by a male heckler 


yelling, “Get your 
muff out!” during 
a quiet part of her 
recent concert in 
London. Nash's 
boyfriend, Ryan 
Jarman of the \ ; a 
Cribs, came to her 
defense by throw- LEA 
ing a glass at the ; - on 
offender, but he Biggie who? — 
missed. thoughtthis was _ —— 
the hot-dog- _— = 

ating contest, ay 
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In a recent inter- 


VIEW, 

said that dating 

programs involv- WA N hy A B. Te 
ing gay couples 


are “fucking up 
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JESSICA SIMPSON 





Bais =a America. Let's talk Auditions for an upcoming biopic on the i fe of 
spelt ees were held in New York on October 6. Here’s a sampling of the 
shows that they 
have on MTV Biggie look-alikes who tried out for the weighty role By Marlow stern 
that is promoting 
homosexuality, eras 


ae: 
that my kids can't 
watch,” the rapper 
said. 





took time 
out from her job 
as an international 
pop star for some 
American book 
learning. The 
Colombian singer 


ADAM LEVINE enrolled at UCLA 





Binet Pasa AAn fel; 


Deandre Neal 





William "Big Wayne” inter | 













£6 fale a claes ge: 29 From: Brooklyn, NY 34 Frou: Queens, NY 

called Introduction Height: 6° 3" Weight: 310 lbs 64° ight: 320 Ibs 

jones pia Why should you play Biggie? The sincer- Why should you play Biggie? | worked 
midis arise, fom ity I'd give to the part. security at Uptown when Biggie was 
Prehistory ‘c Circ a Did you grow up hard? | never did any signed. Biggie always wore street 

A.D. 843. “l was real jail time, but everybody did what they clothes. Me, I'm suited: the Godfather | 
impressed with had to growing up around here. hat, the derby, the furry Kangol. One 

how intelligent she | What's up with your T-shirt? It's Slicg hee fancl bn oe Hees 
was,” the course | Brooklyn Mint, his clothing line his Arcosad jie nial I'm like Oh enant 

lecturer said. | people continued after his death. | had | : ee: P: 


to bring that energy out. Who shot Biggie? | ain't going there. 


bee eae eee dee. TREP GB e OeT COT T baeabee, Faeririnnke bbe. 
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Ray Louisma _| Toadis “Streetz” Wilson 

(ee: 23 From: Brooklyn, NY | Age: I5 From: Queens, NY : 

Height:6°2° Weight: 300 Ibs Height:5 4" Weight: 210 Ibs : 

" —— . + . 1 ; 
e . Why should you play Biggie? Biggie | Why should you play Biggie? I'm a | : 
| THINK was a businessman and always lookin’ rapper. He's a rapper. And you know how : 
EMO is classy. | can bring that to the screen. he loved his mother? | love my mother : 
a Did you grow up hard, like Biggie? the same. We got the same attitude. | 
GARBAGE— | Definitely. | was always in the streets | | How did you prepare for the audition? 
IT’S doin’ my thing. | | learned his songs. | knew ‘em, but | 
BULLSHIT rT Favorite Biggie song? “Juicy.” wanted to go through them again. | 
. Who shot Biggie? | don’t know—could Ever deal crack? Nah, my mom kept me 

TIMBALAND | have even been Osama bin Laden. | away from all that. 





4.9 “Tryouts for the human race, from twilight time till dawn/We just want to be someone.” 


(2007 Law Strauss & Oo. Al rights nesereod, 
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TONSELY JEANS 


A & 


AVAILABLE AT URBAN OUTFITTERS AND URBANOUTFITTERS.COM 
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VAMPIRE WEEKEND 


Four smarty-pants from Brooklyn represent their love of 


punctuation and soukous 


By JONAH WEINER Photograph by JOE LALLY 


LAST YEAR, EZRA KOENIG was teach- 
ing English to eighth graders ina Brooklyn, 
New York, public school. This year, he quit 
that job to teach English to indie-rock fans 
across the country. Koenig, 23, is the lead 
singer and guitarist of Vampire Weekend, 
whose best song is “Oxford Comma, aspry 
sing-along about the finer points of punc- 
tuation. The band—four recent Columbia 
graduates who have grown from blog-dork 
faves to indie rock’s rookies of the year on 
the strength of their jubilant, Afropop- 
inspired singles—broadcast from a cosmo- 
politan universe. They wear boat shoes, 


‘Beach boys (from 2 <- 
‘left): Rostam ~~~ m 
Batmanglij, Ezra 
Koenig, Chris Baio 
and Christopher 
Tomson. 


4-4: “Remember! Walkin’ in the sand...” 


their lyrics explore a geography that starts 
at the quad and ends at Cape Cod, and, in 
casual conversation, they eagerly discuss 
the legacy of British colonialism. So it’s 
a bit strange when keyboardist Rostam 
Batmanelij, 24, announces, “This bandisn't 
really about being, you know, academic.” 
Vampire Weekend—filled out by drum- 
mer Christopher Tomson, 23, and bassist 
Chris Baio, 23—formed in 2006 and, 
thankfully, their music feels more like a 
party than a seminar. Koenig peppers his 
Ivy League shout-outs with references to 
Lil Jon and reggaeton, and, on their forth- 


All About Us! 


“Mohammed Jimmy Mohammed, from 
Ethiopia” (Baio); “Brenda Fassie, who's like 
the Madonna of South Africa” (Batmanglij) 


“Tobey Maguire was at our 
show in L.A. But we're not actually sure he 
was there for us.” (Tomson) 


A “Girlfriends is 
pretty good. Diana Ross's daughter is in it!” 
(Koenig) 


coming debut album, the band set bright 
melodies to percolating rhythms, harness- 
ing the Congolese dance genre “soukous” 
to a Western-pop sensibility (“We actually 
started offwanting to sound like the Kinks,” 
Koenig says). This summer, they piled into 
a van for their first nationwide tour, blast- 
ing a'Tom Petty mix CD and finding their 
crowds—which used to number in the low 
double-digits—swelling into the hundreds. 
The tour was a success, except for one dark 
spot. “Somewhere between San Francisco 
and here,” Koenig says, “Chris lost our 
Hacky Sack.” 


OUT NOW “Mansard Roof” cu 
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Mild Suggestive Themes www.uncharted thegame:com : 


Use of Tobacco =~ Uncharted=Drake’s Fortune isa trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment America IneGegated and developed by Naughty Dog, Inc. ©2007 Sony Co 
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Prepare yourself for the adventure of a lifetime 
as modern-day fortune hunter Nathan Drake 
sets out to find the legendary treasure of El 
Dorado. Swarmed by pirates and mercenaries, 
Nate must rely on his wits to survive, while trying 
to unlock the secrets of this fabled prize. He's 
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just an ordinary guy, hell-bent on an adventure 
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Utilizing the raw power 
of the Cell, each frame 
is generated using doz- 
ens of subtle layered 
motions. This creates 
fluid character move- 
ments and realistic 
facial expressions, all 
while maintaining the 
desired responsiveness 
of the controls. 


ob Tula that will be anything but. 
P. PROCESSING GRAPHICS 
| POWER 


With the ability to 
create sophisticated 
lighting models, complex 
pixel shaders, dynamic 
real-time shadowing 
and an advanced water 
simulation, the RSX cre- 
ates a level of immersion 
and believability in a 
world unlike any you ve 


ever experienced. 
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POP-STAR PERFUMES * TOMMY LEE 





Which celebrity perfume is right for you? Blender enlists Dr. Alan Hirsch of the Smell & Taste 
Treatment and Research Foundation to help break down the stink ay devia Peisner 
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“Life without 


MARKETING Se 
passion is 


TAGLINE ar 2 
unforgivable. 
— ee 
“Axe 
|  Bodyspray, 
because of the 
WHAT IT sandalwood.” 
SMELLS 
LIKE 











“Nostalgia. 
The floral 
smells tend 
to enhance 
learning abil- 
ity, but it’s not 
going to do 
very much for 
sexual arousal 
in either sex.” 


WHAT IT 
EVOKES 





| Days before his ex-wife Pamela Anderson 
married former Paris Hilton pornmate Rick 
Salomon, a solo Tommy Lee hits the L.A. 
nightlife. 


UNFORGIVABLE 





BRITNEY 
SPEARS 
BELIEVE 


“The greatest 
freedom is to 
believe in 
yourself?” 


“An over- 

whelming 

cinnamon 
component.” 


“Cinnamon 
keeps you 
awake by 

stimulating 

the reticular 
system, which 
is also the part 
of the brain 
that makes you 
cry when you 
cut an onion.” 





PARIS 
HILTON 


CAN CAN 


None 


“Vanilla, cake 
and a floral 
smell. It’s also 
too strong.” 








“Vanilla 
induces a 


and facilitates 
sleep in older 
people. These 
are not smells 
that evoke 
vitality and 
youth.” 








feeling of safety 








ea 


GWEN 
STEFANI 
L 


“T want you all 


over me.” 


“Light lavender 


with maybe 
a little bit of 
hyacinth.” 


“Lavender may 


induce penile 
blood flow, 
but it can also 
increase alpha 
waves, which 
may induce 
relaxation.” 


2 Although it’s been some time since the 
celebrity has been on the charts, he still has 
no trouble attracting the attentions of a female 


clubgoer bent on making an impression. 


48 “Oooh, that smell/Can't you smell that smell?/Oooh, that smell/The smell of death surrounds you.” 
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HILARY 
DUFF 
WITH LOVE 


“The new 
fragrance.” 


“Citrus, floral, 
sandalwood. 
It’s very 
medicinal and 
strong.” 


“Really old 
ladies might be 
able to toler- 
ate the strong 
citrus. Their 
sense of smell 
is so much 
worse.” 


| 





USHER 
USHER FOR 
WOMEN 


“The perfect 
woman ... 
she is my one 
desire.” 


“Floral, 
cinnamon, 
strong apple 
and a little bit 
of musk.” 





“A musky, 
floral, spicy 
aroma makes 
men perceive 
women to 
be about 
12 pounds 
lighter. The 
apple tends to 
reduce anxiety 
and feelings 
of claustro- 
phobia.” 





, 


MARIAH 
CAREY 
M 


“An ethereal 
presence, 
captivating 
like a song.” 


“Baby powder, 

cinnamon and 
vanilla. It’s 

really sweet.” 





“Baby powder 
tends to 
induce people 
to feel safe 
and has a 
positive effect 
on female 
sexual arousal. 
Cinnamon 
enhances male 
sexual arousal. 
But it’s way too 
strong in its 
approach.” 


3 Sporting platinum patches in his shaggy 
do, Lee finally gives in to her large and very bare 


breasts, and the partying pair share a demure 


kiss as she attempts to refasten her bra. 
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The all-new Nissan Altima Coupe fg 
Built from the ground up to be a true coupe. With the true style of premium soft-touch surfaces, sport-bolstered NISSAN 


seats and a driver-centered cockpit. And the true performance of a fuel-efficient 32 miles per gallon: The all-new . 4 
Nissan Altima Coupe. Starting at $20,490. As shown, $25,390" Learn more at NissanUSA.com. | 





*2008 EPA fuel-economy estimates of 23 city/32 highway for Altima Coupe 2.5 S. ***Starting at” MSRP for Altima Coupe 2.5 S. “As shown” Altima Coupe 3.5 SE w/CVT, $25,390. Excludes tax, title, license, 
destination charge and options. Dealer sets actual price. Nissan, the Nissan Brand Symbol, “SHIFT_" tagline and Nissan model names are Nissan trademarks. Always wear your seat belt, and please don't 


drink and drive. ©2007 Nissan North America, Inc. 
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‘(BANDS | 


YOU OUGHTA KNOW AT CMJ 2007 


ANOTHER YEAR, ANOTHER LIST OF THE NEW CROP 
OF GREAT BANDS YOU NEED TO HEAR! 


Every year, throngs of live-music enthusiasts flock to the crowded streets a 
of New York City for five days of auditory gratification, insightful : 
. 4 # 


conferences and engaging panel discussions, All right, fine. Mostly for the 
hundreds of great shows. This year was no different. From the hipster 

havens on the Lower East Side to the newest venues popping up in Gramercy, 
Blender has the list of the hottest new bands that. made more than a little 

bit of noise at this year’s festival. Check out these unsung bands now, or 

run the risk of being left out in the cold when they.come to town on their 


Pie 


headlining tours. al 


PROMOTION 


iI990s 
Cookies 
| Some bands are born 
great. And some have 
greatness thrust upon 
them, only to find it's 
| quite a pain in the arse. 
Help make 1990s big 
stars against their will. 
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CMJ PERFORMANCES: Oct 18 at Blender Theater at Gramercy 






| Air Traffic 

| Fractured Life 
Fractured Life is the bril- 
liant, occasionally brutal 

| mood-music debut from 

| this Bournemouth, UK, 
foursome. The album, on 
Astralwerks Records, comes 
out February 5, 2008. 













CMJ PERFORMANCES: Oct I7 at The Living Room and The Canal 
Room, Oct. 19 at Pianos 














Biffy Clyro 
Puzzle 
This Scottish trio’s dynam- 
ic release Puzzle has been 
called “life affirming” and 
“essential” by NME. Now 

_ they are ready to take over 
the US and duplicate their 
incredible UK success. 

._ | 


CMJ PERFORMANCES: Oct 18 at Blender Theater at Gramercy 


H.i.M. 

Venus Doom 
The Finnish band re- 
sponsible for inventing 
the strong-yet-sensitive 
‘love metal’ genre returns 
with their latest, Venus 
Doom. Prepare to be 
rocked! (Both aurally and 
emotionally.) 

















CMJ PERFORMANCES: Oct I7 at Blender Theater at Gramercy 


The Ruse 
Light in Motion 

These New York -to-L.A. 
transplants released their 
sophomore album, Light 
in Motion , in 2006. They 
performed more than 

90 national shows while 

= gaining exposure on MTV 
and other major networks. 
wa «Currently, they are mixing 
their third LP. 


CMJ PERFORMANCES: Oct |8 at Fontana’s and 
Blender Theater at Gramercy 















White Denim 
Let’s Talk About It 
Rooted in Austin, Texas 
and steeped in the psyche- 
delia of yore, White Denim 
injects a potent cocktail 

of hook-laden rock ‘n’ roll 
fury coupled with angular 
post-punk flourishes- 

? shoved through a Motown 
- am > strainer. 













CMJ PERFORMANCES: Oct 18 at Blender Theater at Gramercy 


Five O’Clock Heroes 

Bend to the Breaks 

From Brit pop to New 

York punk, these guys 

find common ground 

among post-punk, jerk- 

s pop, razor-sharp pop 

sy 0 SOngwriting, and reggae- 
_ 

, pop hybrids. 













CMJ PERFORMANCES: Oct I7 at The Delancey Theatre 


The Wildbirds 
Golden Daze 
Who said Wisconsin was 
only good for cheese, 
football and motorcycles? 
Well, whoever they were, 
they never heard The 
Wildbirds’ brand of 
pub-crawlin’, bourbon- 
soaked rock ‘rn roll. 













5 a ‘rer 
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CMJ PERFORMANCES: Oct I7 at The Delancey Theatre 


Cut Off Your Hands 


Shaky Hands 
Playing an infectious 
| brand of proto-punk indie 
| rock, this New Zealand 
quartet veritably bounces 
off each other with pop- 
tastic melodies, jagged 
fuitars and jerky stap- 
start rhythmic patterns, 
farnering critical acclaim 
and industry attention. 
















" CMJ PERFORMANCES: Oct (7 at The Delancey Theatre 


The Black Ghosts 
Anyway You Choose 
to Get It 

Simon Lord plus The 
Wiseguys Theo Keating 
is a meeting of such 
minds and musicianship 
that we only expect great 
things from this British 
electro-pop -noir duo. 
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CMJ PERFORMANCES: Oct |7 at The Delancey Theatre 





For your chance to win a music prize pack courtesy of AT&T, visit 
www.blenderpromo.com/cnj to enter. Create your own digital world 
at www.att.com/digitalworld. 
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JC CHASEZ 
Does the former 'N Sync-er and 
Timberlake BFF ... rock? 


Have you ever trashed a hotel room? 
Nope. 


Best rumor about yourself? 
That | died in a car crash. 


Biggest celebrity's home you've ever 
gotten drunk in? 
| don't blab. | don’t talk snap. 


Ever had a brush with the law? 

When | was I7, police in Texas pulled me 
over because they thought | had stolen 
the truck | was driving. 


Worst rock & roll injury? 
I've chipped my tooth tons of times on 
microphones. 


Worst tour horror story? 
Nothing really bad. We had bodyguards. 


Ever drive a car into a swimming pool? 
Nope. 


Ever wanted to? 
Not really. 


Ever gotten lucky on an airplane? 
Yeah, but there's a difference between 
lucky and meant to be. 


Stupidest thing you've ever eaten? 
| ate a bad piece of shrimp once. 


Last person you wanted to kill? 
No one. I'm not like that at all. 


How about when you get really angry? 
That's not my vibe, dude. 


It's dinnertime. What are you making? 
Cup of Noodles. 


Hardest drug you've shot up? 
| don't do drugs. 


VERDICT 


Woof! Chasez rocks less 
than Justin Guarini 
and Taylor Hicks combined! 





SCHIZOPHRENIC JIVE 





NEWS 
ROUNDUP 


Police officials 
investigating the 
August raid of 

's Arizona 
home announced 
that, of the three 
dogs found buried 
in his backyard, 
two had wounds 
and a third had 
been burned so 
badly an exam 
was inconclusive. 
Twelve live pit 
bulls, numerous 
weapons anda 
quarter ounce 
of marijuana 
were also found 
during the search. 
Charges have not 
been filed against 
the rapper, whose 
lawyer said he 
hadn't been at his 
home for months. 





was 
franted a condi- 
tional discharge 
by a Manhattan 
criminal court 
after being 
accused of imper- 
sonating a police 
officer. The rapper 
allegedly told a 
cabbie he was a 
cop and ordered 
the driver to run 
several red lights. 
“| love New York, 
but | hate the 
system—but | hate 
every system, the 
rapper said. 





“y 
CONSTANTLY 
TRYING TO 


SMOKE LESS 
MARIJUANA.” 


02 “Sometimes I sce flames and sometimes I see people that [love dying.” 





JC CHASEZ * GEORGE MICHAEL % CHRIS MARTIN 





OO Ley 


Chris Martin 
sleeps near 
the fishes. 


&ZZZZ 


Chris Martin sacks out on a Scottish ferry 


UNLIKE MANY OF his comfort-hungry contemporaries, Chris 
Martin travels light. The Coldplay frontman was spotted in a 
deep slumber, using his black bag for a pillow on the deck of 
a Scottish ferry in October. 

The reason for his solo seafaring travel was a sad one: 
According to the U.K’s Daily Mail, Martin was heading back 
to London after attending the funeral of his beloved uncle 
Angus Fleming, 55, who died of cancer. During the ceremony, 
Coldplay's song “Fix You” was played. Making the journey 
home without his actress wife, Gwyneth Paltrow, and chil- 
dren, daughter, Apple, 3, and son, Moses, 19 months, the 
exhausted singer defended against the harsh outdoor condi- 
tions by bundling himself in a sweater and a scarf. Noel Boddie 





Fi... BOYBANDIT 
=> ae odels the latest 
ae ) to go to jail, hell 


Onetime boy-band impresario Lou 
Pearlman, currently awaiting trial 
on fraud charges, has denied alle- 
gations made in Vanity Fair that he 
is a sexual predator. Former male 
clients accuse Pearlman of making 
frequent unwelcome advances. In 
one instance, he allegedly spread 
his legs to illustrate how an aspir- 
ing singer could earn a spot in 

the group O-Town. Former Take 5 
member Tim Christofore claims that 
Pearlman wrestled him clad only 
in a towel before exposing himself. 
“I've never owned a towel that 
could wrap around me,” the portly 
mogul countered. Mark Yarm 
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The strength that comes from (pert training in one of over 
150 different.career fields—as well as money for college. 
Find out how to get it at goarmy.com/strong. 
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OBITS 


Randy Van Horne 
83, September 
26, in Woodland 
Hills, California, 
of cancer. Leader 
of the Randy Van 
Horne Singers, a 
vocal group who 
performed the 
theme songs for 
The Flintstones, 
The Jetsons, 
\ The Huckleberry 
Hound Show and 
other TV cartoon 
programs of 
the I960s. Van 
Horne'’s group also 
recorded albums, 
including 1958's 
Other Worlds 
Other Sounds with 
space-age bach- 
elor-pad maestro 
Juan Garcia 


“Hey, Alanis—look, 
we're both wearing 
headphones! ... Oh, 
man, | got no game.” 


Whistle While You Work 


DR. SANJAY 





G U PTA Esquivel. 
CNN's chief medical et ae 
84, September 22, 


correspondent offers up the 
ultimate playlist for surveying 
global eco-damage 


“HOW'S IT GONNA BE” 


LID CVE BD iT} 
IAIRU ETE BLINU 


in Paris, France. 
The world's most 
famous mime and 
an influence on 
his friend Michael 
Jackson, who 
based the moon- 
walk on Marceau's 
“Walking Against 
the Wind” 
sketch. Jackson 
and Marceau 
performed 
together during 

a 1995 press 
conference for 
Jackson's HBO 
special, with the 
singer doing the 
“trappedina 
box” pantomime 
routine. “Michael 
has the soulofa 
mime,” Marceau 
said afterward. 


“I listened to this song while we were 
shooting Planet in Peril in Africa, 
China and Papua New Guinea. 

I don't know what the band was 
thinking about when they wrote 

it, but our planet’s changing and | 
seriously wonder ‘how it’s gonna be’ 
ina while.” 


“OVERDRIVE” 

FOO FIGHTERS 

“This. song revs me up. I often 
felt—while traveling the world in 
land cruisers, airplanes and helicop- 
ters to report on the environmental 
crisis—like we were on overdrive. We 
worked really long hours, and during 
really intense shooting schedules 
wed go days without sleep.” 


“MR. BRIGHTSIDE” 


T _ IFRS 
if He KILL = i 


WORD! 


“The climate change is literally 
killing people. We saw it firsthand. 
There are kids running around in 
Africa who no longer have access 
to water. ‘Mr. Brightside’ is a good 
metaphor for what we are trying to 
do, As journalists, we show stories so 
that we may stimulate some sort of 
real change.” 


“WE'RE 

WITH GIRLS 
eee wg WAN 
‘in ‘hate raps, the talk about what Lh et 
mankind is doing to itself. One is .! 

about war and dropping bombs on TIME. 


little kids. A lot of experts believe JOE SIMPSON, 
. ricotta slammer ON DAUGHTERS 

that the climate change we're seeing 

. : Sc JESSICA AND 

is the impact that human behavior is ASHLEE 


ultimately having on our planet.” 


od “Penny for your thoughts. a nickel for a kiss/A dime if you tell me that you love me” 


TMATO 
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Morissette: 
hat rhynae 

pwith hideous. 

wallpaper?” 





In thes Studio 


L” 


Alanis Morissette offers her take on another 
revelatory romantic breakup, with a “techno but 
organic’ fusion record 


ALANIS MORISSETTE’S HUMPs are fine, thanks. “Theyre fantastic, better than 
ever. This past April, the 33-year-old singer-songwriter had a YouTube smash 
with her hilarious parody of the Black Eyed Peas’ ode to “love lump” libera- 
tion. “My friends know I’m a bit of a tool,” she says. “That was just sharing it more 
publicly.” Echoes of what Morissette calls “the interplay between men and women 
in the romantic field” illuminate her forthcoming Flavors of Entanglement. The 
album chronicles her split with fiancé Ryan Reynolds, the actor who was recent- 
ly seen squiring Scarlett Johansson, and “how the microcosmic one-on-one rela- 
tionship interactions translate into the macrocosm.” 

Morissette recorded Entanglement’s tentatively titled songs earlier this year 
in London and Los Angeles with producer Guy Sigsworth, best known for his 
electronica-tinged work with Bjork. The results depart radically from 2004s 
poppy but low-selling So-Called Chaos. “It’s techno-sounding but organic. I like 
fusion—fusion food, fusion decoration.” The 
post-breakup spirit flows from the matura- 
tion meditation “It’s a Bitch to Grow Up" to 
the girls-night-out jam “On the Tequila” to 
an “exultant” song-of-self“I Am,” But if the 
disc doesn’t have room to explore every facet 
of Alanis’s “evolution and wisdom-accruing,’ 
don't worry—her memoir is in the works. 
“['m always looking for new ways to share 
muy shit.” : 


All About My Album 


PRODUCER Guy Sigsworth 
STUDLO In London and L.A, 
LAST ALBUM So-Called Chaos, 2004 | 


NEW ALEUM Flavors of 
Entanglement, early 2008 





fon Dotan 


Also in the Studio 


Moby is in New 
York putting the fin- 
ishing touches ona 
new album due next 
year. It's his first 
studio release since 
2005's Hotel. 


The Raconteurs 
are recording 
their follow-up to 


U2 are working 
with Brian Eno 
and Daniel Lanois 
in Morocco and 
France on a new 
CD, due in 2008. 


—_——_— 


2006's Broken 
Boy Soldiers in 
Nashville and are 
planning a 2008 
release. 
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Full flavored yet uncommonly smooth. A beer that 


defies category. A beer of its own. NJWYRAP «4c MYSTERY 
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33 
MOST 
WANTED 


SONGS IN 
AMERICA 


Popsters outnumber 
rockers four to one in 
this month’s Top 5 


J0 CENT 
“1 GET MONEY” 


CURTIS 
He lost his first-week sales 
war with Kanye West, but 
50 shows he’s still got some 
punch by winning the 
singles battle. He'll keep the 
momentum going with gigs 
throughout the U.K. this 
month, 


HOW WE DIDIT 
aolmusic.com 


The Most Wanted Songs chart is based 
on the number of audience searches, 
downloads and video plays on AOLmusic.com. 
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56 ‘I'm a loser, baby/So why don't you kill me? 


| 
| POSITION | TITLE | ARTIST _ ALBUM/LABEL 


| “HATE THAT I LOVE GOOD CIRL GONE BAD 
| You" DEF AM 
“APOLOGIZE” TIMBALAND FEAT. ONE | SHOCK VALUE 
REPUBLIC ct na 
“OVER YOU" DAUGHTRY DAUGHTRY 
3 (VACA 
4 | ‘UNTILTHEENDOF — | JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE FUTURESEX! 
| 4 | TIME” FEAT, BEYONC LOVESDUNDS sve 
“GIMME MORE" BRITNEY SPEARS 
JIVE 
Ke “SO SMALL" CARRIE UNDERWOOD CARNIVAL RIDE 
ARISTA NASHVILLE 
4 (eeeesiliee | 50 CENT CURTIS suo | 
AFTERMATH TATEASCOPE 





RIHANNA FEAT. NE-YO 















: fate | ITWON'T BE SOON 
WAKE UP CALL MAROON 5 BEFORE LONG 
= 7 OCTONEAEM = — 


“ME LOVE” SEAN KINGSTON 













SEAN KINGSTON 
| BELUGA HEIGHTS/EPIC 





“CLUMSY” 






FERGIE | THE DUTCHESS 
| | INTERSCOPE 





“HOT” | AVRIL LAVIGNE THE BEST DAMN THING 
ARISTA 


“BUBBLY”  COLBIE CAILLAT 
UNIVERSAL AEPUELIC 
1g. | “HESAID,SHESAID" | ASHLEY TISDALE 
WARNER BROS, 
JiWE 
WILL.LAM SONGS ABOUT GIRLS 
WILLLAM MUSH TNTERS COPE 





15 Teil’ 
| “| GOT IT FROM MY 
| MAMA” 



















6 
“NO ONE" ALICIA KEYS | aSTAM 
(7 A 
iB KEYSHIA COLE FEAT. LIL’ | JUSTLIKE You 
| KIM & MISSY ELLIOTT CEFFEN 
rT “SUPERVILLAIN" NICOLE SCHERZINGER | HERNAMEISNICOLE 
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COLUMBIA 


“STAY” | SUGARLAND 
| MERCURY NASHVILLE 
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KEYSHIA COLE 

“LET IT GO” 
JUST LIKE YOU 
This is a ladies-only decla- 
ration of independence, but 
that doesn’t mean dudes 
can't groove to it. R. Kelly 
invited Cole onto his tour; 
in November, they play New 
Jersey and Long Island. 





THE HIVES 

“TICK TICK BOOM” 

THE BLACK AND WHITE ALBUM 

Are there political under- 
tones to this song about 
stuff blowing up? Well, 
were talking about Swe- 
den’s foremost gootballs, so 
the answer is probably, Hell 
ne]! The band rocks Brus- 
sels in December. 


ELLIOTT YAMIN 
“WAIT FOR YOU” 


ELLIOTT YAMIN 


This white-boy R&B star 
won't quit—all he needs is 
an Andy Samberg sketch 
cameo, and he'll be set. Join 
bawling Jdol fans when he 
hits Boston November 24, 








50 CENT: SHAREIF ZLYADAT; COLE: JONATHAN MANNION: HIVES: MARIUS BUGGE: YAMIN: JEREMY COWART, 









Give hair the texture and 
flexibility to sculpt choppy, 
destructured styles. 


Infused with fruit micro-waxes, 
a first from Garnier. 
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DEAR SUPERSTAR 


SIMON 


The Duran Duran lead singer and 
eternal bon vivant on near-death 
experiences, his Michael Hutchence 
man-crush and orchestrating the 
perfect comeback 


By TIM GRIERSON 
Photograph by CHRIS McPHERSON 


“GLAMOURAND DANGER. Subversion. Sexand violence.’ 
Simon LeBon isn’t describing what he did last night—the 
onetime poster boy of haute hedonism has mellowed out 
these days, spending most nights with his wife, the model 
Yasmin LeBon, andtheirthree daughters. He's talking about 
the themes of Duran Duran’s new album, Red Carpet Mas- 
sacre. “We're not proposing that anybody goes out and does 
a silly killing,” LeBon says, reclining in a T-shirt and jeans in 
his Beverly Wilshire suite. He grins impishly. “But we've all 
fantasized about it, haven't we?” 

With 50 just around the corner, the still-boyishly hand- 
some frontman has been famous for more than half his life. 
When Blender asks his opinion of younger stars negotiating 
the perils of celebrity, he says, “I don’t have alot of sympathy 
for people who are fabulously wealthy and are treated like 
royalty and behave badly. But I also think we've facilitated 
their being famous for doing nothing, and in so doing we've 
said, ‘Well, make it interesting then. So they live their lives in 
public, and they lead more and more extreme lives. And 
really, it’s happening because the public demands to see it.” 

Speaking of the public’s demands, we've got a bunch. 
Asked ifhe’s ready for the third degree from Blender’s read- 
ers, LeBon flashes another impish grin. “I’ve learned you 
don’t have to always tell the truth,” he says. “It’s much more 
important to be entertaining.” >> 
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Good fellas (left to right): 
Nick Rhodes, John Taylor, 
Roger Taylor, Simon LeBon 
and Andy Taylor. 


When your yacht capsized in 1985, you were 
trapped in the hull for 20 minutes—what goes 
through the mind of a man convinced he's 
going to die? 

Dirtyders, Elizabeth, NJ 

Theres a very famous painting by Goya, The 
Third of May. There's a firing squad and a 
guy standing with his arms outstretched. He 
knows he's going to be shot. You see this look 
on his lace: He's gone beyond fear—he knows 
his life is about to end. That's the only thing I 
could say to anybody about what it feels like to 
be facing death. 


You covered Grandmaster Flash and Melle 
Mel's “White Lines” on Thank You—please rate 
yourself in the pantheon of white rappers. 
Nobotybeatsthebiz, Santa Monica, CA 

Well, you've got amazing white rappers: 
Eminem is quite incredibleand MikeSkinneris 
brilliant. | don’t compare myself to those guys 
because it's quite different doing acover version 
and writing your own rap. | remember talking 
to Nile Rodgers about it once, saying, “Do you 
ever rap? He said, “Yeah, I do.” T said, “Would 
you do something on our record?” He said, 


“Well, no, because it's almost a sacred thing. If 


you grow up with the hip-hop thing, you don't 
mess with it. You don't take it flippantly.” 


If you had the chance to rewrite "Is There Some- 
thing | Should Know?” would you change the 
lyric “You're about as easy as a nuclear war"? 
Henry.Martzan, Calabasas, CA 

No way—it'’s the best part of the song. Just 
because people don't get it doesn’t mean that 
youre wrong forwriting itin the first place. It’s 
a song about a relationship—and a very 
screwed-up, dysfunctional relationship at 
that: “You say you're easy on me? Hey, youre 
about as easy as a nuclear war.” I was thinking 
of the most devastating, catastrophic, fright- 
ening eventone could possibly imagine. And I 
think I gotit right. 
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How much man makeup is too much man 
makeup? 
Gerry.Quarts69, Orlando, FL 


If you can identify itas makeup, it’s too much. 


It's June (2, (981. Take us through your day. 
UrthOriginal, Portland, OR 


I wake up. I’ve got two women in bed with 
me. I have no idea who they are. Have a look 
at them—one of ‘em is a lot nicer than the 
other one. Get dressed, go to the Rum Run- 
ner club. I go to the back and get into the 
freight elevator up to the first floor. I come 
out, and we have our little rehearsal room up 
above there. We do about two or three hours 
of rehearsing, and in that time I finish the lyr- 


“A LOT OF MALE 
JOURNALISTS RESENTED 
US BECAUSE GIRLS 
LIKED US. 








ics for “Rio.” John [Taylor] actually suggest- 
ed we do something called “Rio” because he's 
a big Roxy Music fan, and for him that title 
says party—it’s very glamorous, it’s sexy girls 
wearing not very much clothing. The evening 
before, I was watching this waitress on the 
floor. She just moved around like she owned 
the place—she had such confidence and 
energy. I started writing on a napkin: “Mov- 
ing on the floor now/You're a bird of para- 
dise/Cherry-ice-cream smile/I suppose it's 
very nice.” I find this napkin in my back pock- 
et, and I see these lyrics and I think, This 
might work with this song. An hour later, we 
have “Rio.” So we decide to call it an early 
night. We godowntotheclub. Nick [ Rhodes | 
is DJ-ing. Andy [Taylor] is working in the 
kitchen, Roger [Taylor] is polishing all the 
club's mirror-flex tiles. It’s Friday—postpunk 
night, It’s starting to really kick off. P’ve just 
met this really sexy chick. And I think, J’m 
gonna get lucky tonight. 





You work with Justin Timberlake on your new 
album, Who gets hotter girls: 1981 LeBon or 
2007 J.T.? 


F_Wingman, Grand Rapids, MI 


I have to be very careful, because I don’t want 
to make him feel bad by pulling hotter chicks 
than he gets. He’s young—I don’t want to hurt 
his ego. 


I've read that the band was seasick during the 
“Rio” video shoot. How many of you vomited? 
ZenBender8701, Chicago 

That's not true at all. J was seasick because I'd 
just smoked an enormous reefer cigarette. 
Somebody gave me one of those Rastafarian 
joints. I had the whole thing. And it was the 
day before the shoot, and I was absolutely 
green. That’s the only time I've ever been sea- 
sick. The funny thing was, the boat wasn't 
moving. They said, “What’s wrong with you, 
Simon?” I said, “I'm seasick!” They said, >> 
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SIMON LEBON 


Wife Yasmin 
LeBon, taking 
casual Friday to its 
logical extreme. 


“The boat's not going anywhere!” That was the 
last time I smoked. 


Why wouldn't you let Burger King use “Hungry 
Like the Wolf” for a commercial? 

Marshall. Ref, Seottsdale, AZ 

Because they wouldn't give us enough money! 
If they had offered us the right amount of 
money, we'd have doneit. They were just being 
cheapskates. 


What was the blingiest thing you bought when 
you received your first £1 million royalty check? 
Squeesefritten, Stonybrook, NY 

I bought myself a little wooden Riva speed- 
boat, called La Luna. Twin 350-horsepower 
crusaders—goes like shit off a shovel. The 
Aston Martin of the sea. But it took a long 
time forthat to happen. We're all very careful 
with money because none of us come from 
very rich families. 


Was Duran Duran misunderstood? 

&9Clipper, Collinsville, CT 

Who cares?! I don’t think that’s a relevant 
question. What I would say is a lot of men—a 
lot of male journalists—resented us because 
girls liked us. That’s their problem, not mine. 


Duran Duran was infamous for their ex- 
cesses—tell us one time you lived up to your 
reputation. 

Green_Marine, Chester, NJ 

I remember the party we had after our first 
album was launched. We played ashow at the 
Rum Runner. Somebody had invited down a 
whole agency of glamour models. Suddenly 
these 20 girls come in. They're not wearing 
very much anyway—and they startjust taking 
it off. There’s champagne flowi ‘ing, there's cav- 
iar, there's ... whatever you want. 


In the ‘90s, you formed “the lead vocalists 
club” with Bono and Michael Hutchence. 
Please describe a typical club meeting. 
Spiderfangz, Yardley, PA 

It was just one summer inthe South of France, 
the summer of '94. I lived with Michael for 
two months at his house, and we painted the 
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After ripping << 
some lines ... OF — 


_ «Centru mi! _ 


South of France pink ... well, we painted it a 
bit red, as well. If 1 ever was going to have a 
homosexual affair with anybody, it would 
have been Michael Hutchence. We never 
quite got round toit. But we had alot of fun. 


I've read that Snoop Dog¢g is a big Duran 
Duran fan. Have you ever hung out? 
Sarah.Endione, Yorktown Heights, NY 
Imethimatthe MTV Movie Awards in1993— 
we played “Ordinary World, He'’sa lovely guy. 
He said to me, “You were the only white band 
that was cool in my school, because you play 
funky music.” 

John Taylor was a beautiful man. Did you ever 
find yourself attracted to him? 
PrettyLilDisaster, Bentonville, AR 

No. In men, I prefer blonds. He's too tall for 
me. And hiscock’s too big. 


“IF | EVER WAS GOING TO 
HAVE 
~ , IT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN WITH 





I'm considering buying your ex-bandmate 
Warren Cuccurullo’s signature dildo, Can you 
personally recommend it? 

TracyN, San Francisco 

I can't personally recommend it. I did say to 
him—'cause, you know, he had it cast in high- 
quality plastic and a limited run in choco- 
late—*Warren, you know, mine might not be 
quite as big as yours, butat least it doesn’t melt 
when you take it out of the fridge.” 


What did you do on your first date with your 
supermodel wife? 
LemoniIndigo, Enum Claw, WA 


It was a blind date—I had seen her in the pag- 
es of a photographer's portfolio. We saw Ind- 
ana Jones and the Temple of the Doom—the 
premiere in the West End. As we get out of the 
car, 2,00 00 fl ashb ibs 20 offand people scream, 

Ww fet to them movie, then we had: a bits to eat, 
then I took her for a drive in the limo to chat. 
Then we end up back at my house ... which 
had my mum and dad upstairs, I hasten to 
add, in bed asleep. Watched Bernardo Ber- 
tolucci’s La Luna, but in French without sub- 
titles. I was trying to translate the entire film 
for her. 1 tried to getinto her knickers—unsuc- 
cessfully ... that took mea while. 


Was it difficult to adjust to being a support 
band when you went on tour with Robbie 
Williams in 20037 


JumperBumper, San Antonio, TX 


No, not really. We just pretended that he was 
supporting us! 


Do you think being known as Princess Diana’s 
favorite band has increased your chances of 
getting a knighthood? 

Evervxr6, Madison, WI 

It depends how long Charles manages to 
last. 'm not that desperate to get a knight- 
hood, to be honest with you. I love that whole 
thing of “knights in armor,’ but it’s just not 
the same anymore, is it? You can’t carry a 
sword around and chop people's heads off. 
What's the point? [sel 
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There's no comparison. You're part of the most technologically advanced generation in history. 
Them? Not so much. So make sure you take full advantage with AT&T's MEdia™ Max 
Unlimited. You can text, send pics, IM, access the wireless Web, and even’ 


stream videos as much as you want. It’s unlimited, people. 


What can AT&I do for your digital world? 
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COLLECT CALL FROM... 


Adam Levine 
becomes 
one with Joe 
Camel. 





Maroond | 


Each month, one lucky rock band phones Blende r HQ fol et 
seven straig ht days, just to, you know, share. Now onthe iam 
smoove- rocking L.A. lover dudes Maroon 5 . 






By DAVID PEISNER 
Photographs by JEFF MERMELSTEIN 
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Day 1 


After a day of rehearsals for the first date of their North American tour, singer Adam Levine, about to board a plane for 
New York, calls sfrom the Detroit airport. 

“1 JUST PASSED throu gh security, and now Tt m nwatchit in , -somethin ingon nthe big screen nab out Bill O Reilly hetneal an 
asshole again. I’m leaving the rest of the band behind in Detroit to go be afrontman and shoot something funny 
for Saturday Night Live. Y’ know, typical day. ’'m working, baby. 

“T hate flying. This is ashort one, though—only an hour and a half—so it’s not too bad. I’d havea drink to calm 
my nerves, but I don’t like to drink unless I’m getting drunk. It’s 10 drinks or none. 

“It’s funny, though—our band on the road is pretty much like summer camp. It’s not nearly as debauched as 
people might think. My lady’s going to come visit us on the road; she’s never been on atour bus before. We have 
a chef and a yoga instructor with us. We eat healthier, stay in better shape and sleep more. I think people are 
doing thata lot. Because so many people died from the rock & roll lifestyle, this generation might’ve learned a 
thing or two.’>> 
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MAROON 5 


Levine checks in from the dining 
room of the Palace of Auburn Hills, 
outside Detroit. 
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“I’m exhausted. Since I talked to you last, I 
flew to New York, recorded this song for 
SNL until 2 A.m., woke up at 6 to shoot all 
the visual stuff, then had to get right ona 
plane to come back to Detroit for rehears- 
als. [spent probably 14 hours total in New 
York. I’m pretty beat. I’m going to sleep 
like a baby tonight, that’s for sure. 

“But it was amazing. Andy Samberg 
texted me and said, ‘I’ve got this song, it’s 
an R&B jab at the president of Iran, and 
you'd be perfect to sing the hook. It was a 
blast doing something humorous and 
comedic, as opposed to that deadpan, 
serious thing that we normally do. It'll 
probably get me killed, but it was fun. 

“I love being a part of that life, but the 
rest of the band gets insanely jealous. 
They hate me. I actually travel in a golden 
bubble by myself. It will lead to our 
inevitable breakup.” 


68 “Oh, big of jet airliner/Don't carry me too far away.” 
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RNA ace 
TEXTED ME AND 


SAID, ‘I'VE GOT 
THIS SONG, 
YOU'D BE 
PERFECT TOSING | 
THE HOOK.” 


ADAM LEVINE 


Top: Levine's jet. 
Bottom: James 
Valentine's scooter. 


Having caught up on some much- 
needed sleep, Levine phones from 
his dressing room at the Palace, just 
before sound check. 


“I just woke up about two hours ago and 
did some morning yoga. Then I went 
downstairs, and there was actually a kid’s 
tea party in the hotel, with about 100 little 
girls in the lobby, aged, like, 6 to 10. I 
opened the door and there were these ‘Oh, 
my God’s, and then they just started to 
scream. That was intense. We're all very 
good about acknowledging the fact that 
these are the people that give us a career, 
but ifthere are hundreds of people, you 
think, J can’t sit here for two and a half 
hours signing autographs and taking 
pictures. I have something to do. 

“Right now I’m watching golf and kind 
of enjoying it for the first time. Usually it 
bores me. Maybe I’m getting old—I think 
I’m more patient. But maybe it’s a phase 
and I'll go back to being impatient and 
uppity again soon.’ 











Following an overnight drive to St. 
Paul, Minnesota, drummer Matt 
Flynn rings from his hotel room. 


“Last night was great. It was our first show 
in along time, and we obviously still have 
things to iron out, but people liked it. You 
book these tours, and you never know if 
people are going to show up. But they did. 
And [opening band ] the Hives were 
incredible. Sometimes everyone parties a 
little too much the first show out of the 
gate, but last night was mellow. Nobody 
rode motorcycles up and down the stairs 
or anything. 

“I woke up when the bus stopped at 
1 P.M. and crawled off to take a shower, so 
I haven't been awake long. We're going to 
pick up another bus in Boston. Then the 
dynamic will change. One bus will bea 
‘clean’ bus, and one bus will be a ‘dirty’ 
bus. Adam and Jesse have a yoga instruc- 
tor with them, so they'll be on the clean 
bus with him. I'l! definitely be on the 
dirty bus.” >> 
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STUFF WE THOUGHT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 


ROHTO° EYE DROPS 


So intense. So cooling. Feel the Eye-Drenaline. Rohto V® 
Cool for redness. Rohto V® Ice for itch, irritation 

and burn. Rohto V® Arctic for eye strain. Experience 
Rohto® Eye Drops and check out the newest independent 
music with The Rohto® - Blender Battle of the Bands at 
www.cool4eyes.com. 
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Bob Dylan 


Theme Time Radio Hour 


Favorites 


XM 


Discover 170 XM channels, including 69 commercial-free 

music channels: from hip-hop to alternative, with our new 
full-color XpressRC radio. Get the cure for tired listening 

this holiday season at www.xmradio.com/xpressre. 

All fees and programming subject to change. Service not available in 

AK or HI. 


SPEED HOLIDAY BLOWOUT SALE 


SPEED has something for everyone this holiday season! 
Get 30-50% off tons of stuff with FREE shipping! From 
shirts to shot glasses, kick your shopping into 5th gear. 


www.speedtyv.com 

* Free shipping in continental U.S. $10 shipping fee outside the U.S. 
Minimum $50 purchase before tax. Excludes books and DVDs. Website 
purchases only. Valid from |1/06/07 - 12/14/07* 


| Share success 
| together. 
: 


— « -Mobile- 
Careers 


together 
T-MOBILE RETAIL CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 


At T-Mobile, we help customers connect with the people 
who matter most in their busy lives. That takes new ways 
of thinking and an appetite for challenge every day. Check 
out T-Mobile Retail Sales opportunities in your area: 


¢ Full-time ¢ Part-time * Seasonal 
www.t-mobile.com/jobs 


EOE 









MAROON 5 





Levine: “Go 
deep! (That's 
what she 
said!)” 


Dayo 


The next afternoon, bassist Mickey 
Madden calls from outside the 
band’s hotelin St. Paul. 


“We're on our way to the venue now. We've 
got sound check, a couple of meet-and- 
greets with fan-club winners and maybe a 
radio interview. It’s nice to be able to 
command our own schedule more than 
we used to and not have to shake as many 


TO Blendercom 


hands orkiss as many babies, so to speak. 
But every once in a while you find yourself 
in an interview or some kind of situation 
where youre like, What the fuck are we 
doing here? 

“We started out as a touring rock band, 
but when we started to do well, Adam's 
celebrity took offand it put us in a category 
we never really imagined for ourselves. 
There can be a tiresome focus on extremely 
superficial things—that’s just the nature of 
our culture right now. But you can’t take it 
too seriously or it'll drive you crazy.” 








As he wanders the hallways of 
Chicago’s Allstate Arena, watching 
the road crew assemble the stage 


for tonight's show, guitarist James 


Valentine gives us a call. 

“We had a day off yesterday and went to 
find a vintage guitar shop. There are 
usually a couple of spots in town that 
have the best vintage gear. That stuff 
comes in and out all the time—you never 
know when you're going to stumble 
across a gem. So we went to see what they 
had, and the place was closed. Instead, I 
went and bought a memory-foam neck 
pillow for my bunk. Luckily, on this tour, 
we've got half the bunks converted, 
condo-style, so there are two per row 
instead of three. But still, when I got back 
into that coffin after a couple of years off, 
Iwas like, Shit. This sucks. 

“Last night we went to see Arcade Fire 
and LCD Soundsystem. I actually see more 
shows on the road than I do at home. They 
were playing literally two blocks from our 
hotel. Our keyboard tech is friends with 
their drum tech, so he got us tickets.” 
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In Toronto, keyboardist-guitarist 
Jesse Carmichael files the final 
dispatch while staring out his hotel- 
room window, 

“The Chicago show was good. Each one's 
gotten alittle better, so we'll be at our 
peak in New York. Then it'll be along, 
steady decline. 

“After the show, everyone's energy is SO 
high we don’t get to sleep until 4 or 5. But 
we've got movies and arguments to occupy 
us. Last night we had an epic dispute about 
whether or not Pearl Jam was a good band. 
Adam and I were defending them, and 
Matt was saying we only likedthem 
because we were young when they were 
big, and it was ‘cute’ that we liked them. 
But I learned from him later that he just 
argues to wear Adam out. He knows Adam 
can'tstand losing an argument—but at the 
very least he can keep him occupied fora 
couple hours until he gets tired.” 
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USEFUL TIPS FROM THE STARS 


Bike in the City 


Swedish fivesome THE HIVES offer advice on pedaling through bustling metropolises ... stylishly 


By MARK YARM 
Photograph by MARIUS BUGGE 


O 


GEAR UP 


CHRIS DANGEROUS, drums 


“Get a helmet for maximum 
protection. It should be expensive 
and huge. In the city, there are 
streetlights, but you should still 
have a flashing light for nighttime 


riding. Once, | flew over the handle- 


bars while braking to avoid a car 


that didn’t see me in the dark. If I'd 


had flashing lights, | could have 


@) 


GET NOTICED 


HOWLIN’ PELLE ALMQVIST, vocals 


“The five of us bicycle together, 
wearing ridiculous black-and- 
white suits. We always use hand 
signals. Some people say they're 
for kids, but hand signals look 
cool, especially if you're in a big 
group. Mainly, keep your eyes 
peeled—I've skillfully averted acci- 
dents because I’m a very proficient 


@) 


BE AWARE 


VIGILANTE CARLSTROEM, euitar 


“Find a balance: Be aware of 
what’s happening around you, 
but don’t look around too much. 
Once, | was watching things on 
HCESU GR MUCH OLU MEUM Bel m T(t 
a car. Also, you should be listening 
to the stuff that happens around 
you. Unless you're a really profes- 
sional rider, you shouldn't be 
listening to an iPod.” 


@) 


LOCK UP 


NICHOLAUS ARSON, cuztar 


“In a big city, thieves go for fancy 
bikes, so buy ajunky one. Get a 
strong, stainless-steel lock. Lock 
up your bike on something firm, 
like alight post. You shouldn't 
chain your bike to loose animals, 
unless it’s a mean dog. You could 
hire an armed guard to watch your 
bike, but that would get kind of 
expensive.” 


prevented that.” bicyclist.” 
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“A gorgeous and personal ode to the traveling maverick. Vedder's music has a gripping x 
intimacy. Rarely has the rocker written such beautiful music.” NY Daily News " 


“‘Hard Sun’ is a hard-folk gem and a highlight of the record, along with Vedder’s own ‘Far 
Behind,’ a Pearl Jam-style ode to the adventure in disappearing, and the harrowing goodbye 
ballad ‘Guaranteed’. Top Rating.” Rolling Stone 


“A real sense of the wide-open road permeates all these original compositions. It is all 
compelling enough to stand alone, even without its real-life inspiration.” Entertainment Weekly 
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Woman of the Vear 


SARAH MICHELLE <4 
GELLAR : 


THELASTDAYS = 
OF CHRIS BENOIT ‘Say > 


GOOD VIBRATIONS © ee. 3 





Buffy is Back: 
Sarah Michelle Gellar as you've never seen her before! 
The Ultimate Holiday Gift Guide: 
Everything your cold heart desires 


Chris Benoit: 
Inside the tragic fall of a wrestling superstar 


The Maxim Next List: 


Our fearsome forecast of everthing great in 2008 


Pick up the December issue today! 


|, 


hey santa, 1 said 
iscs” in a box 








Box Sets from Rhino and Reprise, loaded with photos, liner notes, 
impeccable sound, and stuffed into beautiful packaging. 


Various Artists - Love Is The Song We Sing: San Francisco Nuggets 1965-1970 (4 CD) 
Emmylou Harris - Songbird: Rare Tracks And Forgotten Gems (4 CD + 1 DVD) 
Pearl Jam - Live At The Gorge (7 CD) 
Various Artists - The Brit Box: U.K. Indie, Shoegaze, And Brit-Pop Gems Oj The Last Millennium (4 CD) 
Various Artists - Heavy Metal Box (4 CD) 
Frank Sinatra - Vegas (4 CD + 1 DVD) 


(BEST 
RHINO 
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The all-new Impreza. Add more places to your playlist. 


Meet the Subaru Impreza, the only car in its class* with All-Wheel Drive s 
handling. And with features like a powerful 170-hp Subaru Boxer engi 
screen GPS Navigation System with audio 


— Cs Le 


and video inputs 


Ready to move. It’s what makes a Subaru, a Subaru. 


The all-new Impreza® at subaru.com 


Starting at $16,995" 





2008 Subaru Impreza 2.5] Sedan with manual transmission. “Based on 2007 Automotive News’ lower mid-range cars. 'MSRP excludes destination and delivery charges, tax, title and registration fees 
Dealer sets actual price. 2008 Impreza 2.5i 5-door with manual transmission and Premium Package model shown has MSRP of $18,995. 2008 Impreza 2.5i Sedan with manual transmission and Premium 
Package model shown has MSRP of $18,495: 





THE GREATEST SONGS EVER 
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9 YEARS AGO 
THIS MONTH 





From the moment they met during their sophomore year of 
high school, in 1990—before they christened themselves Big 
Boi and André 3000—Antwan Patton and Andre Benjamin 
were inseparable, each instantly recognizing in the other a kin- 
dred weirdo. “We were preps, Big Boi tells Blender. “There were 
alot of gangs in the school, and we weren't really afhliated with 


that. We'd be inthe lunchroom rapping and fights would break out. We'd just 
step to the side and be talking to girls—we weren't with the foolishness.” 


Six years later, Big Boi and his buddy were 
still working the margins. They'd formed the 
progressive Southern hip-hop group Out- 
Kast, releasing two albums that served up 
spiritually searching funk and left-field sci-fi 


Photographs by SMUGALA 


humor, steering clear of the era's ascendant 
style, gangsta rap, and its coastal beefs. 
They'd enjoyed some modest chart suc- 
cess but mostly were a regional phenome- 
non. So when they started work on their 





third record, Aguemini, the plan was to 
break down the already porous borders of 
their sound. “Our whole thing was, we want 
as many people to hear it as possible without 
sacrificing the art,’ Big Boi explains. As Dre 
put it at the time, already auditioning his 
cosmic-hippie persona, “We just trying to let 
everybody know there’sa place for everybody 
in this world. You just gotta find yourself? 
Big and Dré started tinkering with sever- 
al tracks, but one beat in particular seized 
them. After working on it for a few days, 
inspiration struck for a lyrical theme. “At the 
time, music was stagnant,” Big Boi says. >> 
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Which band is going to pack their bags 
and hit the road with ROHTO Eye Drops 
and Blender? Who will be going to Las 
Vegas and Austin to play for hundreds 
of music enthusiasts? 


Oc ONTO 


FINAL LISTEN 


AND DETERMINE WHICH 
BAND YOU THINK 
DESERVES 10 WIN! 
Pia Se 








OUTKAST 


Sse em ec fev et a ee ee 


“Eighty percent of it wasn’t hittin’ on shit. I 
wanted to take a stance against that music.” 
Excited, heasked Drétosingahookthat had 
popped into his head: “Ah ha, hush that fuss/ 
Everybody move to the back of the bus/Do 
you wanna bump and slump witus?/Wethe 
type of people make the club get crunk.” 

They decided to name the track “Rosa 
Parks,’ drawing a parallel between theirown 
public-transit-themed declaration of crea- 
tive independence and the Alabama native 
whose refusal to give up her bus seat in 1955 
helped kick-start the civil rights movement. 
“It wasa metaphor, Big Boisays.“Shetooka 
stand for civil rights; we were taking astand 
for good music.” 

The guys continued to tweak the song 
for two years—“If we didn't havetoturn ina 
record, we'd probably fuck with the songs 
forever,” Big Boi admits—but the rejigger- 
ing paid off. One last-minute addition was 
the song’s triumphal harmonica-hoedown 
finale—performed by Dre's stepfather, a 
pastor—which showcases the track’s dis- 
tinctive Southern vibe. “The whole down- 
home feel—that’s what we know,” Big says, 
“It wasn't something people was putting 
out, cause they didn't live it.” 

“Rosa Parks,” which was released in 
November 1998 as Aquemini's first single, 
signaled OutKast’s ascension to the upper 
echelons of pop'’s avant-garde and helped 
throw open the floodgates for the Dirty 
South's hip-hop takeover. Not all the atten- 
tion they received was positive, though. Per- 
haps the surest sign of the band’s newfound 








visibility came from an unlikely source: 
Rosa Parks. Or, more precisely, Parks’s law- 
yers, who sued OutKast in 1999, alleging 
defamation and trademark infringement. 
“We were offended,” Big Boi says. “We were 
like, ‘Damn, do they not know who we are? 
We stand for justice and human rights.” 
After years of legal wrangling, including 
allegations from Parks’s relatives that the 
civil rights icon (who suffered from demen- 
tia) wasn'teven aware of the suit, the dispute 
was finally settled in 2005. 

Still, “Rosa Parks” doesn’t feel like a 
closed case for Big Boi—he’s still thinking of 
ways to make it better. “They play it on the 
radio a lot,” he says. “And I'm like, ‘Man, I 
could put another verse on that right now!’ 
I'm 10 times doper than I was back then— 
you know what I’m saying?” =e] 


Vital Statistics 
“Rosa Parks” 
OutKast 


La Face 


Big Boi (vocals), Dré (vocals), 
Debra Killings, Playa Paul (additional vocals), 


Donny Mathis (acoustic guitar), Preston Crump 
(electric guitar), Martin Terry (outro guitar), 
Rev. Robert Hodo (harmonica), David “Mr. DJ" 
Sheats (cuts) 


Antwan Patton, André Benjamin 
OutKast 
December 5, 1998 
bebe 


aaa sss sSsS=.2:=.Q_"—”---- ° °° ° °°» °» °» °°» ° ° °°». ‘|! el ry ] 


i | AIm™ MIiCADIV NIC =a) ee ; 
; [ | ts | fet | =i) be i" ia \ me fe | ee ii) ‘i 
ia h 1 Ba i_f_ ia, = £. | 7 | a 
a JLIN a Ad at bail SEE a | | - = &F j mt m@ Be | 7 


—_ - 


® 2007 The Mentholatum Co., Inc 








ASK BLENDER 


Did the Rolling Stones really once 
sell out for a cereal ad? 


Sammy Sinclair, Vancouver, British Columbia 


Surprisingly, yes. Though they've 
recently shilled for retail giants 
including Coca-Cola, Ford and 
Chevrolet, it was a big deal when 
the Stones decided to let Microsoft 
use “Start Me Up” forits Windows . 


95 campaign. Word at the time was it was the first 
instance of Mick and Co. lending one of their tunes to 
an ad (the rumored $14 million paycheck may have 
had something to do with it). But the truth is they'd 
sold out more than three decades earlier. 

Fora TV ad in 1964, the Stones recorded their very 
own Rice Krispiesjingle—“Wake Up in the Morning,” 
a bluesy little numberthat had Mick howling lines like 
“Pour onthe milk and listen to the crackle of that rice!” 
Stones guitarist Brian Jones cowrote the song with 
Kellogg's ad agency the J. Walter Thompson Group, 
and the band received £4.00 for their efforts. YouTube 
“Rolling Stones Rice Krispies” and let the snap- 
crackle-popping fun begin. 


Mick spots the one 
woman in London he 
hasn't slept with. 





I know that Queen guitarist | 
just earned his Ph.D. in astrophysics. 
Are there any other secret rock-star 
geniuses out there? 


Currie Duke, Palo Alto, California 


Ask Blender 


askblender@ 
blender.com 
10-40 Sixth Avenue, 


5th Floor, NewYork, 
NY 0018 


Please include 
your first and 


There sure are. May, 60, became the 
newest member of the Rock Genius 
club in August, when he successful- 
ly defended his 48,000-word doctor- 

“) J: 7 Pe . 5 Tear last name, your 

al dissertation on “Radial Velocities in ens ioies nal Gaal 
the Zodiacal DustCloud."(Rock!) He'd | Rains 
begun his studies at London's Imperi- | 


SO Blenderwon 





al College but dropped out in 1970 so 
he could, he could, rock you. “I'm going 
to be proud to call myself ‘doctor’ from 
now on, May said. 

In that, he’s got plenty of compa- 
ny. Boston guitarist Tom Scholz got 
an engineering master’s from MIT 
and holds several patents. Old-timey 
country quartet Riders in the Sky 
boast three advanced degrees (in lit- 
erature, wildlife management and 
plasma physics). SoCal punk bands 
have more than their share of smarty- 





pantses: Bad Religion frontman Greg 
Graffin has a master’s in geology from 
UCLA and a Ph.D. in paleontology 
from Cornell; Descendents singer 
Milo Aukerman has a biochemistry 
Ph.D. from Wisconsin; and Dexter 
Holland, singer for the Offspring, 
earned his master’s in molecular biol- 
ogy at USC. (Holland was alsoa Ph.D. 
candidate but dropped out to focus 
on music.) 


The drummer in my band is getting 
married, and | need some good mate- 
rial for the toast. You guys know any 
funny drummer jokes? 

Brendon Woody, Clark, New Jersey 

Pity the poor drummer: second only to 
blondes as the butt of gee-aren’t-they- 
dumb jokes. (Then again, we are talk- 
ing about guys who are paid to do what 
toddlers get time-out for—i.e., bang- 
ing on shit.) We've got a whole arsenal 
of knee-slapping drummer jokes, but 
rather than give up our best material, 
we called a couple of our favorite stick- 
men and asked them for their picks. 

Our first stop was Dave Grohl, cur- 
rently fronting Foo Fighters, and for- 
merly the drummer for Nirvana, 
Queens of the Stone Age and Tenacious 
D. His favorite? “Why do drummers 
keep their drumsticks on the dash- 
board? So they can park in the handi- 
cap spots!” Grohl's fellow Foo, drum- 
mer Taylor Hawkins, had a favorite of 
his own, “What has three legs and an 
asshole on it?” he asked. We give up— 
what?“A drum stool.” 

But the last, best word might belong 
to Spoon’s Jim Eno. “What do you call 
aguy who hangs out with musicians? A 
drummer.” Ba-dum PSH! 
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THE LONG-AWAITED FIRST 


LIVE ALBUM From 
ROB ZOMBIE HAS ARRIVED! 





DRAGULA 
MORE HUMAN THAN HUMAN 


THUNDER KISS ‘65 
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IKE ANY OTHER New Yorker, Shawn Carter commutes to work— 
only in the back of a Rolls-Royce. BlackBerrying his way through 
Manhattan, the six-foot-two hip-hop colossus sits with feet 
splayed in brown-and-beige Nike Dunks, their orange threads 
subtly rhyming with the tangerine collar of his sweatshirt. Baggy 
Rocawear jeans and an Audemars Piguet watch complete his street- 
millionaire look: that ofa rap king who wears his crown lightly. 

“This is not my job, you know what I’m saying?” says Jay-Z, referring both to making music 
and serving as president and CEO of Def Jam Records. With part ownership of the New Jersey 
Nets, booming businesses in restaurants, liquor and other fields, and a net worth of $286 mil- 
lion, Jay-Z doesn’t have much of a 
profit motive. “At this point I do it 
for love.” 

Love was not the obvious moti- 
vation behind Jay-Z’s 2006 album, 
Kingdom Come, his first after 
declaring he'd retired from making 
records. His slam-dunk of a swan 
song, 2003's The Black Album, cap- 
tured the era’s most respected and 
popular rapper at the height of his 
powers, but Kingdom Come came 
off like an act of brand reposition- 
ing, its triumphs more synergis- 
tic than musical, its underwhelm- 
ing tracks mercilessly marketed 
with tie-ins to Anheuser-Busch, 
Hewlett-Packard, Cherry Coke, the 
NBA—just about everything but 
TrimSpa. 

“I knew going in that peo- 
ple might not understand it,” says 
Jay-Z, defending Kingdom Come. 
“Some people loved it, some peo- 
ple panned it. Maybe the marketing 
raised expectations too high.” 

When he hung up the mice, Jay- 
4 could claim to be the greatest rap- 
per ever who'd never been killed. 
But Kingdom Come moved few 
people outside Madison Avenue 
and tarnished his legacy. Instead 
of sheepishly returning to retire- 
ment, though, Jay-Z has made an 
album that’s not only worthy of that 
legacy but also a revelation, par- 
tially because it brings him back 
to the days before he could spell 
Audemars Piguet. 

Not long after releasing King- 
dom Come, Jay saw an early cut of 
the film American Gangster. The 
drama, starring Denzel Washington 
in the tame at = ) and directed by Ridley Scott (Blade 
takes to read this Runner, Gladiator), follows the 
caption, Jay-Z . career of "70s Harlem drug king- 
has earned your pin Frank Lucas. A man who can 
yearly salary. lay legitimate claim to that most 
elusive and prized of urban >> 
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Malevolent. Creation, Cattle Decapitation, 
Light This City, Abigail Williams, Vaio Maya 
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epithets, “the black Scarface,” Lucas built a drug empire whose 
reach and power came to surpass even that of the Mafia—thanks 
largely to his CEO-like attention to branding and a reservedness 
that helped him fly under the police radar. Given Jay-Z’s own his- 
tory as a former street dealer turned privacy-minded music ezar, 
it’s not hard to see why the story might resonate. 

“It just brought back so many emotions,” Jay-Z says of the 
film. “I went through something very similar to what Denzel’s 
character went through, and the movie brought me back to 
a time that I never thought I'd get back to.” Fired up, Jay-Z set 
about writing the songs that would make up his 10th soloalbum, 
American Gangster—a concept record that’s part crime story, 
part rise-and-fall epic, part retrospective on the years that made 
Shawn Carter Jay-Z. 

The life of Jay-Z is hip-hop’s standard rags-to-riches story writ 
as large as a Times Square billboard. Born in Brooklyn's desolate 
and crime-controlled Marcy Projects, Shawn Corey Carter was 
raised with three siblings by his mother. By the time he left high 
school he was an amateur rapper with a tongue-twisting style— 
and a professional drug dealer with an interstate trade. Jay-Z 
recorded his 1996 debut, Reasonable Doubt, while still deep in the 
drug game. Its detailed storytelling and moody jazz tones reflect- 
ed the thrill, danger and regrets of his hustling life, making the 
album an unimpeachable hip-hop classic. Jay-Z joined the high- 
est echelon of MCs. Then, with his street bona fides cemented, he 
began a conquest of pop stardom. 

His reign over the pop and rap worlds is unparalleled: a dec- 
ade of near-constant hip-hop acclaim, a headline-grabbing duel 
with no less esteemed a foe than Nas, a run of chart domination 
that spanned the rise of Atlanta crunk, Houston rap and count- 
less other boomlets. He landed one of the world’s hottest singers 
(if not females), Beyoncé Knowles. He's won every battle worth 
winning. 

With American Gangster, Jay-Z is communing with his past 
self, revisiting the criminal life he so masterfully depicted 11 years 
ago. “It's like a hybrid of Reasonable Doubt—as far as the lyricism 
and the emotions of the songs,” he says, “and The Blueprint, >> 


Hands on: 
Beyonce and 
Jay-Z at the 
2005 Vanity Fair 
Oscar party 


A LIFE of CRIME 


GANGSTERS: AS AMERICAN AS BASEBALL, APPLE PIE AND CADILLACS WITH 
EXTRA-LARGE TRUNES Ben Mitchel! 


1906 


Italian 


1932 
Howard Hawks's 
Scarface, loosely 
based on the life 

of Capone, is 
released. 


immigrants 
establish the 
proto-Mafia Black 
Hand extortion 
racket in the U.S. 


1868 
Jesse and Frank 
James form 
the James- 
Younger Gang 
to rob banks, 
trains and 
stagecoaches. 


19380 
Al Capone is 
named “Public 
Enemy Number 
One” by the 
Chicago Crime 
Commission. 
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1959 
Adapted from the 
autobiographical 

novel of Eliot 
Ness, The 

Untouchables 

debuts on TV. 


1947 
A year after 
opening the 
Flamingo Hotel 
and Casino in Las 
Vegas, Benjamin 
“Bugsy” Siegel is 
murdered. 





Mario Puzos 


novel The Godfather 


is published, 


three years before 


Francis Ford 


Coppola brings it 
to the sereen. 





1975 
Teamster 
president Jimmy 
Hoffa disappears, 
rumored to be 
murdered by the 
Mob. 
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We don't want to blow your mind, so let's just say our wireless network installation 
opens up a world of possibility for your new laptop. Printing, file sharing, interactive 
video chats, you name it and a properly optimized wireless network can make it happen. 
Look at that, we explained some of the benefits of wireless and no one's head exploded. 
We're better at this than we thought. 








True crime (from left): The real-life 
Frank Lucas; Denzel Washington in 
American Gangster. 
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with the sound and scope of the music.” 
Calling upon adream team of producers—Pharrell, Just Blaze, 
Diddy and the Hitmen, Bigg D—Jay crafted 15 cinematic tracks in 


response to the film. With plush orchestrations, live drums, funky 


organ and cascading piano, the album suggests a hip-hop take on 
New York blaxploitation—think Superfly or Across 110th Street— 
with the three-act story arc of classic gangster films. 

The stakes are high, the victories giddy and the ironies savored 
as Jay-Z’s drug-dealer character lives out the glamorous under- 
side of the American Dream. On the album's triumphant peak, 
“Roc Boys,” he thanks his connection, crooked cops, drug users 
and, possibly, accountants (“Mazel toy, it’s a celebration, bitches/ 
Lchaim”), reveling in the corruption and sickness that make his 
trade so lucrative and so hard to leave behind. “So let the cham- 
pagne pop,’ he declares on “Blue Magic.” “I partied fora while, now 
I’m back to the block.” 

In the noir-classic Chinatown, a scheming old millionaire 


Brian DePalma 
directs Scarface, 
featuring a 
scenery-chewing 
Al Pacino as Tony 
Montana. 













Future American 
Gangster subject 
Frank Lucas is 
arrested and 
later sentenced 
to 70 years in 
prison. 


Schoolly D 
releases “Gangster 
Boogie,’ often 
cited as the first 

gangsta rap. 
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Gambino-family 
crime boss and 
“Teflon Don” John 
Gotti is sentenced 
to life in prison 
without parole. 


intent 
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is asked the question: “What can you buy that you can't already 
afford?” “The future,” replies the magnate. In Jay-Z’s case, the key 
to that future may lie in his past. 


What is it about this movie that opened the creative floodgates? 

It was the emotions I remember from that time, Paranoia, excitement, 
addiction. It really is an addiction. After a while in the game, you 
become addicted to the excitement and the sense of uncertainty. 
Because any day could be your last. Cops are watching you, enemies are 
watching you—and knowing that, it’s this weird ... rush. 





It sounds like you'd never felt more alive. 

[Nods and raps ] “I never felt more alive/Than ridin’ shotgun in Cline’s 
green five.” I said that on [The Black Album’'s] “Allure.” Absolutely. 
Because every second of that time you're on pins and needles, It’s like 
gambling—gambling every day. For the highest stakes. 





Do you gamble today? 
Yeah. But I can't re-create the feeling. [Laughs | I wish. >> 








HBO's The 
Sopranos 
premieres. 


The DEA accuses 
the Black Mafia 
Family of using 
its record label 

to launder $270 
million in drug 
money. 


For the first 
time in history, 
debut album, all the heads of 
Reasonable New York's five 
Doubt, dressed families are in 
as a member of prison, 
the Cosa Nostra. 


Jay-Z appears on 
the cover of his 
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Never-before-released performance footage of: 
Celebration Day (cutting copy) » Over the Hills and Far Away. 


Plus performances of: Misty Mountain Hop * The Gtesn: 


Vintage TV footage: Peter Grant interview - Led Zeppelin robbed 
during the New York concerts, a rare 1976 BBC interview with — | 
xr? Robert Plant and Peter Grant and a 1973 Tampa news report. 


- Also, radio profile spotlight by Cameron Crowe (1976) 
and the original film trailer. 
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We hear you like to play the card game guts. What's the most money you 
ever won or lost at it? 
Mmm... probably 100 some thousand dollars. 


Won or lost? 
Oh, no, I've never lost 100 thousand. I've maybe lost 30 thousand. I'm 
a pretty good gambler—a calculated-risk gambler. 


Do you bet on sports? 
I may beton the Super Bowl. I've bet on that before. Anywhere between 
30 and 50, 


... Brand, right? 
| Laughs | What'd you think, million? 


We get lost at this level. How do you relate to the Frank Lucas character 
most—as a dealer, rapper or label president? 

Mostly asaleader. As Denzel played him, Frank Lucasis this really laid- 
back person. He's not flashy, not out in front. That’s pretty how much I 
carry myself. It’s hard now, obviously, I'm on TV all the time, But my 
persona is like that. Laid back. 

When you were coming up in the game, were there other gangsters you 
modeled yourself after? 

The biggest drug dealer in our neighborhood was a guy named Danny 
Dan. He was loved by the people. Like adon. I remember that he wrote 
his own obituary and picked the song he wanted played at his funeral: 
“We Got Our Own Thang” by Heavy D. He did die really young, but it 
Was ina car crash, not anything drug-related. So it was ironic. 


Why do you think Americans are so obsessed with gangsters? 

decause that us-vs.-them mentalityisin all ofus to some extent. Wheth- 
eryoure going to work and it’s your boss, in every walk of life there's that 
relationship. People relate to that. But you've never seen a black guy 
ascend to that level before. In the movie, you relate to the struggle—it's 
inspiring. 
What about more mainstream power struggles? Do you support any of the 
current presidential candidates? 

I have relationships with two people in the race. Hillary—well, not so 
much Hillary, but I have a great relationship with Bill. And 1 just sat 
down and had a conversation with Barack Obama a couple of weeks 
ago. Llove them equally, and they're both making history. I'm gonna go 
down to the last day with this one. I'm watching both of them, 
What did you and Barack Obama talk about? 

We talked about me a lot. He had a friend with him who had exten- 
sive knowledge of my career. We didn’t really get into anything more 
than that. 


Now that you're so successful, do you still experience racism? 


Not openly. Money insulates you from things like that. You know, if 


people's kids love you, it’s hard for them to say anything bad about you. 
sut Tm aware of it, certainly. 


On your new song “Ignorant Shit,” you rap about Don Imus, who referred 
to the Rutgers female basketball team as “nappy-headed ho's.” When 
that happened a lot of black leaders—Russell 
Simmons, Al Sharpton, Oprah—squared off 
against hip-hop in general, trying to hold it 
accountable for such language. What did you 
think about that? 

I don’t have a problem talking about cen- 
sorship. If we're gonna talk about it with 
movies, if we're gonna talk about it with 
video games, if we're gonna talk about it 
with all the pornography sites that are big- 
ger than hip-hop, then I'm cool with peo- 
ple talking about it with hip-hop, But to 
single out hip-hop and pull usinto the ring 
with Don Imus, that’s wrong. It wasn't 
dealing with the real issue. What Don 
Imus said was racist. [t wasn’t about 
censorship, and it wasn'tabout free speech. 
And it wasn't about rap’s influence, 
because Don Imus is not influenced by 


HILLARY AND 
BARACK EQUALLY. 


I’m gonna go 
down to the 
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this one.” 


During his 
days as a 
rabbinical 
scholar. 





rappers. He's not a fan of rap. I mean, he couldn't name Wu-Tang’s 
first album. 


As a label president, do you feel responsible for the lyrical content of your 
artists’ music? 

You have to look at the people who are making the music, and the areas 
that they come from. On the whole, you're talking about kids who are 
17, 18 years old coming out of bad neighborhoods. They're angry, they 
have issues and they're not mature yet. You gotta let them grow. You 
can't control anybody's art. 


On the American Gangster track “Success,” you rap about the disillusion- 
ment that can come with achieving your dream: “All | got is this big house, 
couple cars, | don’t bring half them shits out ... How many times can | go to 
Mr. Chow's?” 

In the context of the album, itwas that Scarface moment when Tony 
Montana sits tn the restaurant and looks around and says, “This is 
all it’s about?” You get to that point where it's like, “OK, I drove the 
Rolls Phantom around the corner and ... nothing happened.” And 
vou ask yourself, “That's it? I thought blondes was gonna be jump- 
ingon my hood!” 


Do you ever hang out with anyone richer than 
you? 

1 don’tknow. 'msure I do. I've hung outwith 
Bill Gates, but he’s not a friend of mine. I've 
hung out with Bono. He's gotta be way rich- 
erthan me, 


What's the most expensive bottle of wine 
you've ever bought? 

Oh, my goodness, I know that exactly. [had 
a $20,000 Petrus 1945 at a place called 
Graycliffin the Bahamas. 


Full-bodied? Playful? Impudent? 

Oh, it was definitely full-bodied. Incredi- 
ble. You could almost taste the barrel. It 
was one of those things where you Say, 
“Come on, how good could it be? What's >> 
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the difference?” But you really could taste 
the difference. It was damn near like smok- 
ing weed. It was a high. 


When are you going to set a wedding date 
with Beyonce? 
Haha! Nocomment. 


Do you get any pressure from her parents to 
make her an honest woman? 
Nocomment. 


What do you and Beyonce argue about? Let 
me guess: no comment? 
That's right. 


Easier question, then: Excluding anyone on 
Def Jam, who's your favorite rapper these 
days? 

I'd say, Lupe Fiasco. [love Lupe. He's a gen- 
ius writer. In his approach to making music 
and the depth of his lyrics, the guy is incred- 
ibly smart. I’m sure he goes over people's 
heads, but I love him for that. 


What role did you play in engineering the sales battle between your 
artist Kanye West and 50 Cent? 


Ijust championedit. Kanye had the idea, and I was like, “You sure? You 
know what this is gonna entail. I mean, 50's a fierce competitor. You 
never know what could happen—you could get, like, eight diss 
records.” 


Why is hip-hop so full of one-hit wonders right now? 
It's how people are conditioned to listen to music. Singles are 99 cents, 
and you break albums up on iTunes—what do you expect? 


Would you ever release a record the way Radiohead just did—put it on 
the Internet on a pay-what-you-want basis? 

I thought that was genius. That's a fantastic idea. You have to be in a 
position to do that, but I think it was a great idea. 


Do you like Radiohead? 
Yeah, of course. I’m a traditionalist. I’m into U2, Nirvana-type shit. I 
think the Killers made a great album. I like classic music. 


What would you say your biggest strength is as a person? 
I'd say I'm fearless about trying new things, putting myself out there. 


“Pound. for 
| pound: With hl’ 
| brother Kanye West. 
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“What 


DON IMUS SAID 
WAS RACIST. 


Tt wasn't about 
censorship, and it 
wasn’t about 
free speech.” 


And what do you consider your biggest 
weakness? 

I expect people to know certain things. If 
youre my friend, you should know certain 
things, and I won't tell you, even though I 
should. Sometimes relationships deterio- 
rate around me because I only address 
things when I’m upset. I shouldn't assume 
people know what I'm thinking. 


People often undervalue the skill that comes 
the easiest to them. Do you think that's the 
case with you and rapping? 

It was for many years. Parents tell their kids 
all the time, “You get out of it what you put 
into it.” And I figured, “Well, I can make 
these rhymes in 30 seconds. This can't be 
worth anything.’ It took me a while to see it 
another way. 


So, is this your last album? 

I'm never gonna say that again. I was 
watching [the 2005 live DVD] Fade to 
Black the other day, and I was cringing. Because I kept saying, “When 
you're making your last album ...” [referring to The Black Album]. 
And I'mon my second album after that. I had to turn it off. It was too 
uncomfortable. 


At the end of a song on American Gangster you yell out, “It's just enter- 
tainment!” What do you mean by that? 


It's my way of saying, “People, stop taking it so seriously—not every- 
thing rappers say is true to life.” It’s entertainment, too. Ifyou can watch 
amovie and see Denzel as acharacter, youshould be able to dothesame 
when youre listening to rappers. I know we're always saying, “Keep it 
real.” But for the most part [he laughs ]—it’s not true! [%! 











Turn up the bass: At 
the Reasonable Doubt | 
1Oth Anniversary 
concert at Radio City, 
2006. 
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Chronicles 


she's My pretty hate machine, the prime-time villainess from The Hills with the evil boyfriend and tabloid boobs. 
Now HEID! MONTAG wants to be—you guessed it—a pop star. But don’t LOL just yet ... 


By CHRIS NORRIS 
Photographs by YU TSAI 
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HEIDI MONTAG 


thing called Heidi Montag? Thereshestands, 
gazing into a Los Angeles shop window, musing on life in 
reality TV. “I’m just glad I don’t have to deal with all the 
drama,’ she says. “I mean, it’s fun to watch, but I’m gladit’s 
not my life. I’m actually a drama-free person.’ 


A drama-free person? Apparently, the 
Teutonic power-bitch whom millions watch 
traipsing over coworkers and prompting 
catfights is not the rea/ Heidi. That one’s a 
character, carefully assembled from the pro- 
vocatively edited, microscopically observed 
bits of social minutiae that form MTV’s hit 
reality show The Hills. 

So whois this surprisingly tiny 21-year- 
old ina lavender jersey and white True Reli- 
gion jeans? What is this Chanel-bag-toting 
entity that seemingly occupies three dimen- 
sions? This being whose morphing body 
parts and imminent entry into pop music 
command magazine covers and headlines? 
There's no polite way to put this. 

Heidi. Are you... real? 

“Am I real?” she says, squinting up at 
Blender. “What do you mean?” Then she 
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laughs, glancing back at her reflection in the 
window. “Yes!” she says. “I’m alive! I’m not 
an alien. I exist!” 

We'll have to take her word on that. 


SHE IS ENVIED, she is reviled, she’s the 
icy velvet-rope princess who launched a 
thousand blog rants. Yet Heidi Montag’s is 
a particularly slippery form of celebrity. 
On The Hills, she is a part of the semi-real 
reality show’s baroque symphony of eye 
rolls, hair twirls and sound bites. “It’s a 
show about looks,” she says of The Hills. 
“The faces, the expressions—they tell the 
whole story.’ 

The story goes something like this. 
Heidi and Lauren moved to Los Angeles 
together. They had awesome jobs, went to 


California dreamin’ 
(clockwise from left): 
Montag plays lifeguard, 
shows off her surgically 
enhanced figure, in 
September; Montag 
and Lauren Conrad, 
back when they were 
BFF, in February; with 
boyfriend Spencer 
Pratt, hours before he 
proposed, in May. 


the hottest clubs and were just super- 
supportive of each other. But then Heidi 
starting dating this total douchebag Spen- 
cer, who, like, brainwashed Heidi so she 
wouldn't hang out with her real friends, 
and then Lauren said Heidi leaked rumors 
about a sex tape that Lauren supposedly 
made with her drunk psycho ex, Jason, so 
Lauren stopped talking to Heidi but 
hooked up with Spencer’s BF Brody, which 
made Spencer start beefing with Brody, 
and then Jason started trying to get back 
with Lauren, so now it’s like, whatever. 

This is your brain on The Hills. 

Theconceptis, more or less, a post-teen, 
post-written-word Sex and the City. Nar- 
rated by 21-year-old Carrie Bradshaw stand- 
in Lauren “L.C.” Conrad, the show follows 
the adventures of a few young girls as they 
launch their careers and hook up with 
morons. Butits real fascination comes from 
the way it blends cinematic production val- 
ues with supposed documentary vérité to 
create a glacially paced, aquariumlike reali- 
ty where every snub and snide comment has 
crushing emotional impact. >> 
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The follow-up to their critically acclaimed debut album. 


2 CD set featuring 27 songs including “BABY GIRL, I’M A BLUR” 
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HEIDI MONTAG 





With its bitchy feuds, primping male 
bimbos and meta-reality aura, this TRL- 
scored comedy of manners has come to 
occupy the main stage of teen-pop drama— 
a Beverly Hills, 90210 for the Facebook 
set—with the on- and offserven feud 
between Conrad and Montag stoking the 
ratings higher. Today, Montag is a pop vil- 
lainess on a par with old-school prime-time 
bitch Brenda Walsh. (Ofher feud with Con- 
rad, Montag only says, “Lauren doesn't like 
me and she thinks I did something to her, 
and that’s howit’s spun.”) 

There is widespread skepticism about 
onscreen events. Was Spencer's marriage 
proposal to Heidi a publicity stunt? (Why 
did he tell the cameras but not his parents?) 
Are the two even a couple? (If so, they're an 
oddly multitasking one—part Svengali/ 
ingenue, part sociopath/bimbo, part mass- 
media performance art.) [s the show seript- 
ed? (Serendipitous confrontations, sitcom 
plot points and immaculately composed 
mise-en-scere certainly bear the handprints 
of a nudging producer.) Blogs and tabloids 
are alight with theories and deconstruc- 
tions, but one thing’s for sure: Even if Heidi 
Montag is real, the girl who left Crested 
Butte, Colorado, for Hollywood three years 
avo is getting less so every minute. 

Hot off the presses are her new nose 
(indistinguishable to Blender from her old 
nose), her new breasts (well-proportioned 
C-cups swelling her waffle-knit jersey— 
courtesy of Beverly Hills surgeon to the stars 
Dr. Frank Ryan) and her new career (a 
would-be Britney Spears). And at times, 
Montag can seem alarmingly committed to 
achieving pop’s Platonic ideal. As she tolda 
reporter of her thoughts before going under 
anesthesia for plastic surgery, “If 1 don't 
wake up, it's worth it’ 

This lavishly reported surgery may serve 
the next phase in the Heidi Montag Project: 
singer. Having squeaked into the VIP sec- 
tion of pop culture, she is now molding her- 
self for the next act in Hollywood semi- 
stardom, beginning work on her debut 
album in February. “It will be kind of like the 
Pussycat Dolls, Britney Spears and Fergie.” 
she has promised fans. Thus has Blender 
come calling. 

We meet outside a restaurant in Pacifie 
-alisacdes, a quiet enclave 20 minutes from 
the glitzy neighborhood that made Heidi 
famous. Dropping her off for our interview, 
manager-boyfriend Spencer Pratt saunters 
up arm-in-arm with Montag, Pratt wearing 
a sky-blue buttoned shirt, golf shorts and 


spotless white Air Force Ones. A dust of 


blond stubble covers his lowerface.”"Hevvvy. 


hesays. ereeting Blender, casually escorting 
his pop princess to her next rendezvous. 
“Have fun, you guys,’ he calls, glances brief- 
ly at his PDA and gives Montag a kiss. 

In person, with her blond hair and 
blue-green eyes, Montag suggests a nar- 
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TV onthe Radio 


HEIDI MONTAG isn tthe first TV star to shoot for pop-music success. 
| Here are four others who've made that mistake sors 





Brian Austin Green 
BEVERLY HILLS, 90210 ( 20490-2000) 


Best known for plaving David Silver, the 


geekiest member of 90270's in-crowd. Brian 


Austin Green put outa roundly mocked 


hip-hop album, One Stop Carn fool, in 106, 


| Rhymes like “I know you're feeling freaky/ 


| So vet up and shake your twinkies” make the 


lyrics to“My Humps’ sound Dylanesque. 


HOW BAD WAS HE? Vanilla Ice laughed at him. 


Jennifer Love Hewitt 
PARTY OF FIVE(19:5-1999) 


Love released the album Let's Go Bang the 
year she joined Party of Five. Sadly, the sug- 


westive title of the then-16-vear-ald’s dise was 


the most interesting thing about it, Love's 
folky 2002 album, GereNeded, is for anyone 
who finds Michelle Branch too challenging. 


HOW BAD WAS SHE? Not horrible—ifvourea 
teen girlorasoceer mom. 





rower version of C/uveless-era Alicia Silver- 
stone, She wears no makeup or jewelry— 
not even the gigantic engagement ring we 
saw Pratt give her in one particularly misty 
Hills moment. “It’s at home,” Montag says 
ofthe ring. “I take it offat night because it’s 
big and I don't want it getting caught in my 
hair or scratching my face, and I didn’t have 
time to put it on today.’ 

Whatever her matrimonial status. Mon- 








Joey Lawrence 
BLOSSOM (1047-1095) 


On the siteom Blossom, Lawrence's job 
was to look dreamy and repeatedly utter 
the catchphrase “Whoa!” By comparison, 
his musical career—two albums worth of 
embarrassing R&B, white-boy hip-hop and 
| sappy soul—was absolutely brillmint. Woe. 


HOW BAD WAS HE? Why man invented 
cut-out bins. 





David Hasselhoff 


KNIGHT RIDER) 1982-1986) 


| Hasselhoff has put out 15 albums of sehmaltzy 
soft rock worldwide since 1985. The Holts 
especially huge in Germany, which is odd, 
considering the Germans have historically 
exhibited such flawless judgment. 
HOW BAD WAS HE? Imagine that YouTube clip 
of The Hoffdrunkenly trying to eat a ham- 
burger, in musical form. 


tag is crystal clear about her career plans. 
“I've always been singing, she says. “I've 
been dancing since | was 2—hip-hop, jazz. 
tap, everything. I was a wicked stepsister in 


Cinderella. I was a fairy in. A Midsummer 


Nighi’s Dream. | was Beatrice in ... an old 
English play, Acting, singing, dancing—it's 
always been in me.” 

Blender proposes that viewers would be 
surprised that Montag sings atall. “Yeah, >> 
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HEIDI MONTAG 





I know,” she says. “But they won't be sur- 
prised when they hear me.” 

She'd also like to correct her misrepre- 
sentation as a shallow shopaholic. Books 
recently on her nightstand include The Tip- 
ping Point, Blink and Memoirs ofa Geisha. 
“Llike to read a couple books at once,” Mon- 
tag says. “I was reading the Princess Diana 
book. I’m reading a book about Chicago 
and the mob. Right now I’m also reading 
the Bible, beginning to end. I’m very reli- 
gious. That's how I've gotten to where I am.” 
She shrugs. 

The Lord having put her on reality TV, 
Montag can now benefit from the estimable 
promotional skills of her onscreen fiancé 
and offscreen manager. Spencer Pratt's 
character is where The Hills gets really deep. 
The unquenchable flame of reality TV’s ur- 
asshole, Puck, from The Real World: San 
Francisco, burns brightly in this hustling 
24-year-old towhead, a guy who calls bud- 
dies “player” and valet parkers “bro,” swears 
on his “mother's life” that he didn’t do what 
he did in the previous scene and greets every 
situation, from a romantic betrayal to a 
pregnancy scare, with the same sleepy half- 
smile. “I think he’s often just joking,’ Mon- 
tag says about The Hills version of Pratt. 
“But then you put some music to it and a 


THE HILLS ISA BEVERLY HILLS, 90210 FOR 
THE FACEBOOK SET, AND MONTAGIS 
AVILLAINESS ON A PAR WITH 


couple of looks and suddenly he’s an ass.” Or, 
as a female cast member declares, “Spencer 
is the ultimate cheese.” 

But he is a sharp cheese, indeed. Pratt 
may be one of the most ruthless and skillful 
young manipulators of reality TV thus far. A 
writer anda producer, Pratt had already cre- 
ated the reality series The Princes of Malibu 
before appearing on The Hills, filming 
himself, his erstwhile pal Brody Jenner and 
Jenner's stepfather, music producer David 
Foster, with a single camera, and then sell- 
ing their onscreen lives to Fox. The showran 
for a few episodes before it was canceled 
when Foster's wife, Linda Thompson, filed 
for divorce (thus kiboshing the whole “fami- 
ly” concept). “Spencer is very ambitious, 
very smart and very crafty,” Montag says. 
“He is just on The Hills for fun.” 

Pratt has set his sights on turning Mon- 
tag into “a multiplatinum pop star,’ he says. 
To this end, this reality Pygmalion has man- 
aged to parlay his connection with the 


Grammy Award-winning Foster into the 
beginnings of Montag’s singing career. 
“David Foster heard I was working on music 
and he was like, ‘Come by the studio, I'd like 
to see if you can sing,” Montag says. “So I 
sang for him alittle bit and he was like, ‘OK, 
great. Let’s do this.” And a star was .. 
conceived. 

Montag's entry into music hasn't been 
without its bumps. In August, her Yaz- 
sampling song “Body Language” was leaked 
to Ryan Seacrest’s radio show, with accusa- 
tions of intentional leaking belied by the 
inclusion ofa rap by Pratt that went, “With 
my eyes on a sassy pearl/Heidi Montag, 
yeah, that’s my girl’"—the kind of stuff you 
don't let out on purpose. 

A live performance of her song “Higher” 
at her 21st-birthday party at a Las Vegas 
nightclub was compared by TMZ to the great 
2007 Britney Spears VMAs debacle. “It’s not 
a song that people know and can sing along 
to, and it’s not a club song where people can 





shake their booties,” Montag says. “So it was 
maybe not the right place. But a lot of people 
were screaming and saying, ‘I love it, I love it, 
[wanna buy your CD right now!” 

Such is Montag’s confidence in her pres- 
ence that she isn’t limiting her career goals to 
singing. Like her role model, Madonna, she 
also plans to undertake acting. And such is 
hersense ofselfthat she doesn’t hope to sim- 
ply bein movies. “I also plan to winan Oscar,” 
she says. “I’m very ambitious.” 

(An interesting side note from the 
annals of pop psychology: Addiction spe- 
cialist and host of VH1's Celebrity Rehab 
“Dr. Drew” Pinsky did a recent study in 
which he submitted to 200 celebrities a 
questionnaire called the Narcissistic Per- 
sonality Inventory. He found that, while all 
celebrities scored 17 percent higherthan the 
general public, “the celebrities with the most 
skill [musicians | were the least narcissistic,” 
he told the New York Times. “Those with no 
skill [reality-show stars ] were off the narcis- 
sism charts.” ) 

For now, though, Montag has another 
Hills season to finish. Season three is still 
filming, and, as Montag hits dance and 
recording studios, plotlines will be assem- 
bled from events that occur just weeks prior 
to airing. “They picked up 18 episodes,” 
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Montag says, “which is unheard of, especial- 
ly fora reality show.” 

And so she must head back to business. 
She leaves the restaurant and climbs into 
the front seat ofa black 6-Series BMW. Pratt 





leans out from the driver side to make a pre- 
diction. “Heidi is gonna be the biggest pop 
starin the world,’ he says, wearing that same 
sleepy, inscrutable half-smile. “You can 
quote me on that.” [e#=l 
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The Fit is Go! 


Defense mechanisms abound! Aqaressively protective with standard front, side and side curtain airbags! Back off! Fil.konda.com 


tSpert shown: 7-80 Honda 07 Ames 


From left: Brad Bell, Matt 
Goddard, Craig Owens, 
Jason Hale, Derrick Frost 
and Pat McManaman. 
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HIC have overcome demons, depression and 
Flint, Michigan, to become emos fastest-rising stars. 
But with their troubled lead singer at the helm, 


how long can they keep it together? 


By JONAH WEINER 
Photographs by AUTUMN DE WILDE 
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raig Owens quits his band once a month. Usually, he doesn't 
tell anyone. He just says to himself, That's it, [cant take it any- 
more. When this happens, he’s often drunk, depressed, coming 


down hard offa Vicodin high or some combination of the three; 
by the time morning comes around, he decides to keep going. “I 
tell myself,’ the singer says, “not to wallow in self-pity.’ 


Last year—several monthsatter Chiodos 
released All's Well That Ends Well, abilious, 
screeching breakup album that propelled 


the band out of the all-ages punk clubs of 


Flint, Michigan, their hometown, and onto 
the national emo scene—Owens quit the 
band out loud. He remembers guzzling a lot 
of booze that night. “Whiskey makes you an 
absolutely different human being. A mon- 
ster, he recalls, sitting in his tour bus before 
a concert in Grand Rapids, Michigan. In 
his rage, he punched a mirror and told the 
band that he was through. “I was pushing 
the guys away, because I didn’t know how to 
deal with any of the success or anything that 
was going through my head. These kids at 
our shows wanted so much from me, and I 
was confused, because I had always wanted 
so much from them.” 

The next day, hung over and contrite, he 
apologized to everyone, but he had a nasty 
gash on his hand. It wasn't the first time he'd 
hurt himself. He and an ex-girlfriend—the 
first girl ever to break his heart, he says— 
used to do it together. “It was a pretty 
destructive relationship. We would cut our- 
selves. She didn’t care about anything. Later, 
I found out she was sleeping with her ex- 
boyfriend the entire time we were together.’ 
To this day, Owens, 23, still hurts himself, 
mostly while he’s performing: “I'll bite into 
my tongue really hard.” Right before our 
interview, he reaches into his mouth and 
pulls out a piece of tooth. “Whoa,’ he says. 
“This just fell out. I wasn’t chewing or any- 
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thing.” He thinks foramoment, sliding afin- 
ger between his incisors, then decides on an 
explanation. “It’s probably because I slam 
the microphone so hard into my face.” 

This intensity has been paying off. Filled 
out by keyboardist Brad Bell, bassist Matt 
Goddard, lead guitarist Jason Hale, rhythm 
guitarist Pat McManaman and drummer 
Derrick Frost, all in their early 20s, Chiodos 
closed out their 2007 Warped Tourstintina 
prime main-stage slot. This fall, lacking any 
radio support, and with the backing of the 
small, Albany, New York-based punk label 
Equal Vision (which held Chiodos-listen- 
ing “premieres,” ingeniously, at Hot Topic 
stores nationwide), their latest record, 
Bone Palace Ballet, debuted at No. 5 on the 
Billboard album chart. At a time when the 
emo big tent has grown to include pop (Fall 
Out Boy), cabaret (Panic! At the Disco), 
glam (My Chemical Romance) and hip-hop 
(Gym Class Heroes), Chiodos are abrasive 
traditionalists. Their albums are dank con- 
fessional booths, crowded with speed-metal 
riffs, mosh-pit breakdowns and Owens svio- 
lent fantasies about bloody girls (thank that 
one ex for his relationship issues, he says). 
There are bigger hooks on the new album 
than before, and even a bona fide piano bal- 
lad, but the band sticks hard to the maso- 
chistic screams and punishing, window- 
less dynamics of their genre's roots. This 1s 
Owens’s influence more than anyone else's. 
The other guys in the band are hedonists 
who never hit the road without at least two 
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beer bongs and a Family Guy DVD. Owens 
says they keep him lighthearted—except 
when their lightheartedness pisses him off. 
“They're just here to have a great time, and 
I'm very serious, he says. “When it comes to 
my baby, I’m very, very controlling.” Frost 
puts ita different way: “I love Craig to death, 
but he’s in his own world. I’m not like that, 
but I wasn't a dork who got picked on every 
day in high school, either.” 

Spend enough time with Craig Owens, 
and you don't know whether to give him the 
strongest hug you ve ever given anyone orto 
run, howling, in desperate search of some 
puppies and rainbows. Self-mutilation, 
binge drinking, drug addiction: The guys 
haunted by enough demons to packa dozen 
teen psych wards. “T feel like I've lived life- 
times, he says. 

And we haven't even gotten to the time 
he almost died. 
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WHEN WEFIRST meet Craig Owens, he's 
curled up in the fetal position. It’s the morn- 
ing of the Grand Rapids show, the first date 
of Chiodos’s two-month ma Mathlete, Not 
an Athlete club tour, and were in a steak- 
house parking lot in Flint, the band’s desig- 
nated meeting spot. The bus has just pulled 
in, and Owens, six-foot-two and skinny, 
wearing asleepysmile and acurtain of dirty- 
blond hair, has scrunched himself into a 
pleather booth. He suggests we take a walk. 
“T always hated it here,” he says outside. His 
parents divorced when he was 2 years old, 
and he became “a nasty little kid.” (He's still 
close to his mother, who works at the region- 
al offices of a bank but says he talks to his 
father only every few years.) By high school, 
he'd become obsessed with murderers and 
slasher flicks—Chiodos take their name >> 
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LO/17/07, 11:23am 

Minneapolis - In a state where the main 
alternative radio station sounds stuck in 
a mire of 90s soft rock, Interpol seemingly = 
doesn't stand a chance. A band so inherently wee. 
New York- so steeped in urban gloom and 

sleepless nights - that when the lights 

go down and the music transcends all “Pp 


i geography, | feel like I'm on the NYC subway. 
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10/22/07, 11:09pm 
Orlando - Maroon 5 in Orlando is 
perfect. When you (read: I) feel | sath 
too grown up for theme parks, it’s Re i | 
only natural to seek entertainment 
from this popular rock equivalent 




















of my favorite comedy. Substitute L; ~. Kx 
: dancing pirates with sassy rock 2 TEVING | 
10/19/07, 6:51pm dudes in tight jeans—and you've ae aS 


L.A. - In this city of (dashed) hopes, © 
it was too easy to imagine Brand 
New's lead singer opening wounds 
for many in attendance. From a 
personal standpoint, listening to 
his gospel felt like reading emails 
to an ex that | wish | had deleted 
long ago. 


got yourself a killer kickstart to a 
balmy night of adult thinking. 
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Check out these show reviews c 
Blender blogger on the scene! www.Blender.com/Coast2Coast 
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from ‘80s B-horror auteurs Stephen, 
Edward and Charles Chiodo. “My screen 
name for a while was Henry Lee Lucas.” 
Owens says, discussing his serial-killer fet- 
ish. “People didn’t really understand that.” 
At the same time, he had a theatrical side: 
He joined the school choir, tried out forstu- 
dent musicals like The Pirates af Penzance 
and formed the earliest incarnation of 
Chiodos with Bell and Goddard. 

Several years ago, he moved to Rochester 
Hills, an hour away, leaving his bandmates 
in Flint—a depressed former-auto-industry 
boomtown made infamous by Michael 
Moores Roger & Me. “Even standing here 
right now, I'm starting to freak out,” he says, 
regarding aclump of evergreens at the park- 
ing lot’s edge. “It's such a black hole.” 

A half-hour later, the tour bus is loaded 
up and rolling down I-69. Somewhere 
between exits 132 and 133, though, just out- 
side Flint, the bus shudders violently and 
slows to a stop. The band’s trailer, packed 
with several tons of gear, has broken loose 
and barreled off. Derrick Frost, who's been 
sequestered in the back of the bus with a 
bong, steps outside to inspect the damage. 
Miraculously, there is no 16-car pileup, but 
the trailer has rolled up an embankment an 
eighth-mile back and toppled onto its side. 
“Fuck,” Frost says. “I am so high right now, 
this isn’t even real,” 

Inside the bus, Owens just smiles. He's 
showing Blender a bookmark he carries 
everywhere, bearing four paragraph-long 
maxims that encourage positive thought. 
“These help keep me confident and sane,” 


MIUS AT OUR SHUWS WANTED SO MUCH From 
ME, AND I WAS CONFUSED, BECAUSE I HAD ALWAYS 
WANTED SO MUCH FROM THEM.” crate owens 
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he explains. Owens often seems to Noat ina 
cloud ofself-help aphorisms and medicated 
bliss.(On success: “If you've grown one flow- 
er, if you've inspired one child, then you've 
succeeded"; on leaving Flint: “I love to grow, 
and I want to fully live my life 100 percent.”) 
This can likely be traced back to the psychia- 
trist he began seeing in adolescence and the 
anti-anxiety pills he’s been taking for the last 
several years. “Without those,” Owens says, 
“Thit bottom.” 

Jason Hale climbs back on. “We're 
gonna be sitting here a while,” he says. “A tow 
truck’s coming.” 

“This is either fate telling me not to 
worry about anything,” Owens says, “or it’s 
fate telling me to go home.” He stands up, 
“T think now would be a good time for me to 
#0 lake my Xanax.’ He retreats to his bunk, 
wraps himself in a blanket and doesn't 
emerge for the rest of the drive. 
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IN GRAND RAPIDS, roughly 800 kids are 
lined up outside the club when the tour bus 
finally rolls in, around 4 em. Girls tug self- 
consciously at their lip rings and make 
glancing eye contact with nearby boys, who 


adjust Pete Wentz hairdos and shift their 


weight in size-2 girl jeans. Few ticket hold- 


LET’S GO! FLINT 


Abandoned factories! Mickey D's! Chiodos bassist) 955 0) 8) 
lists the hot spots of his band’s famously unhot hometown 
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THE FLINT LOCAL 432 

P24 Firs! Street 

“This was our hometown all-ages venue. 
Unfortunately, it's closed down: we're trying to 
raise money to get it up and running again.” 


JW’S MUSIC FACTORY 

H17S. Dort Highway 

“It's a karaoke bar. Go on Wednesday night, when 
they've got 25-cent drafts.” 


MIKE’S DELIEXPRESS 

O05 S, Santina Siree 

“Home of the triple grill! These guys grill every- 
thing. First the bread, then the meat, then the 
cheese. Such a solid meal.” 


THE DELPHI PLANT 

MOON. Dort Highway 

"There's lots of abandoned buildings around that 
used fo house all sorts of auto-industry employ- 
ees. Thisis one of the few plants still in operation. 
Pat's mom used to make fuel-line assemblies here, 
but she just retired,” 
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McDONALD'S 

IS30S, Dort Highway 

“The McDonald's in Flint shut down, so you've got 
to drive out to this one. It's next toa bunch of strip 
clubs. Boobs and burgers!” 





ers appear older than 15. 

When Owens takes the stage, he’s virtu- 
osic. He flails, rooster-struts and raises his 
fists like a warrior vowing revenge. As he 
sings about betrayal, obsession and blood- 
lust, he switches between a wounded, pitch- 
perfect falsetto anda razorblade gargle: the 
vulnerable psychopath. Throughout, his 
voice never goes unaccompanied by less 
than afew hundred postpubescent voices. 

Witha micin his hand, Owens’ positive- 
speak only gets thicker. “You guys are beau- 
tiful. You guys are absolutely amazing,” he 
says between songs, a mantra he'll repeat 
seven times during the set, Earlier, Owens 
tald us that he loves when fans bring him 
eifts—"T get a lot of paintings of myself’"—or 
when he logs on to MySpace and finds a 
message from akid saying Chiodos saved his 
life. He says it goes both ways: “Kids who 
think that theirmessage, letter or thank-you 
doesn’t matter—they have no idea.” 

Which brings us to Owens's near-death 
experience. Back in 2004, Chiodos, who'd 
released a few EPs, were touring in and 
around Michigan in a gutted police van, 
playing D.LY. clubs, bowling alleys and the 
oceasional basement. The road life was a 
strain, and Owens coped by taking drugs: “I 
#ot addicted to Ecstasy and Vicodin,” he 
says. “Vicodin turned me into a mummy, 
and that’s what I wanted.” 

Inthe spring, he came down with pneu- 
monia, but it took three misdiagnoses to 
find that out. “They thought I had mono,” he 
recalls, “The doctors said, ‘Just drink alot of 
water and sleep. I went undiagnosed for 
months, My throat got completely clogged 
up, and I didn’t eat forweeks, Just Gatorade. 
[ threw up every single day and lost 70 
pounds. | almost died.” 

Finally, shriveled and weak, he landed 
ina hospital bed. “I was stuck there for four 
months,” he says. “I had to relearn how to 
walk. I had chest tubes in, and the whole 
time my fever didn’t go under 103. I was 
hallucinating—ahbsolutely out of my mind.” 
The thing that kept him going, he says, was 
a flier for the next Chiodos gig, which he'd 
taped to the foot of his bed. 

Were backstage after the show, and 
Owens is picking onion rings out of a 
Styrofoam take-out box—dinner. He says he 
hasn't touched Eestasy since his hospitaliza- 
tion, but he’s still dependent on Vicodin; On 
tour this spring, his habit reached 15 pills a 
day. “But things are getting better, man,” he 
says. He swirls an onion ring in ketchup 
absentmindedly. “Sometimes, | can even 
convince myselfmy life is perfect.” fl 
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LIVE FROM MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 





This special 2-DVD set features Justin's full August 2007 
performance at Madison Square Garden, plus loads of 
special features—like running commentary from Justin 
himself, an in-depth look at the making of the show, 
backstage footage, and many other never-before-seen extras. 


2-DVD SET AVAILABLE ONLY AT 
BEST BUY"—NOVEMBER 23. 


ALSO AVAILABLE, JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE FUTURESEX/LOVESOUNDS 
DELUXE EDITION CD PLUS 60 MINUTE BONUS DVD FEATURES THE 
WORLDWIDE HIT “UNTIL THE END OF TIME DUET WITH BEYONCE". 





HBO 


As first seen on HBO! 


apc © 2007 Best Buy. All Rights Reserved. BEST BUY, the BEST BUY logo and the tog design are trademarks of Best Buy Enterprise Services, Inc. 





Sonic Youth: 
Four rockers. One 
Huffy. No rules. 










MUMBLED LYRICS, couldn’t-care-less strumming, white dudes in sweaters—what's not to love 

aboutindie rock? Born 25-odd years ago in suburban garages and spread via college radio, it has 

made distortion into something hummable, boredom into something thrilling and aimlessness 

into a raison d’étre—and these days, thanks to blogs and the fine people at Grey's Anatomy, 

it’s more popular than ever. From Kurt to Sufjan, Stipe to the White Stripes, Blender presents 
the definitive indie-rock user’s guide 


By JON DOLAN, JOSH EELLS, WILL HERMES, JONAH WEINER and DOUGLAS WOLK 
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* THE 100 GREATEST INDIE-ROCK ALBUMS EVER « 


() SLANTED AND ENCHANTED....... 
| ; The album that lit the quietest pop-cultural explosion ever 


PAVEMENT 
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; AFTER E 1n Stockton, California, recording in their crazy, 
4.0-something drummer's homestudio, Pavement werelow-key geniuses cas- 
ually turning the random noises in their heads into pop perfection. Eighties 
indie rock often felt like a safe space for desperate castoffs. These were well- 
adjusted suburban boys from good schools; they seemed drawn underground 
because they loved the sounds, not because they needed the subculture. 
The casual vibe gave their music a sense of style and grace, a detachment 
that felt like freedom. Singer-guitarist Stephen Malkmus hummedalluring- 
ly opaque poesy like, “Lies and betrayals/Fruit-covered nails/Electricity and 
lust” in songs that mixed the screwed-up buzz of English art-punk with the 
easy catchiness of ’70s am radio. Slanted sounded cheaply made, but the 
elegant, layered guitar static and crosscutting melodies were lovingly pas- 
tiched, like a hip-hop record. Sad but sexy, breakup-tape dramatic but lei- 
surely and fun, it came out of nowhere and touched a nerve, quickly selling 
100,000 copies and inspiring scores of bands to strive for a similar mix of 
beauty and brains. Indie rock’s insular scene and harsh sounds often scared 
people away. Pavement said in their tossed-off, itibercool way: Forget that, 
let's party. JONOOLAN 
DOWNLOAD: “Summer Babe (Winter Version),” “Trigger Cut/Wounded Kite at :I7," “Here” 
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SONIC YOUTH 
DAYDREAM NATION 
BLAST FIRST ENIGMA, Be 
Arty New York punks hallucinate 
a youth revolution with de-tuned 
fuitars 
If Slanted and Enchanted was 
indie’s Set. Pepper's, this was 
its version of the Jimi Hendrix 
Experience’s Electric Ladyland: a 
double-LP psych-out that exploded 
like a car bomb. Befitting Reagan- 
era Manhattan, its acid punk is 
bad-trippy. But original MILF 
Kim Gordon made it sexy, and its 
majestic, alien-transmission guitar 
sound shaped a generation (see 
Pavement). 
DOWNLOAD: “Teen Age Riot,” “Silver Rocket” 


3 THE REPLACEMENTS 
LET IT BE 
THEN TONE, (gd 
Booze! Boners! Insanely great under- 
dog punk songs! 
Spraying pathos like Bud froma 
longneck, these Minneapolis fuck- 
ups hurled themselves through a 
garbled mess of hardcore, hair- 
of-the-dog metal and DTs piano 
ballads and emerged like wobbly 
conquistadors, Credit Paul 
Westerberg’s dumbfoundingly great 
songcraft: “Unsatisfied” can still 
spur catharsis (and occasionally 
binge drinking) in even the numbest 
of underachievers. 
DOWNLOAD: “Unsatisfied,” “Answering 
Machine” 


R.E.M. 
MURMUR 
LAS. 1983 
With jangly riffs and emotive 
mumbling, Georgians invent college 
rock 


Coming in like a radio station 
from a strange, faraway land 
(Athens, Georgia), R.E.M’s full- 
length debut arrived just as post- 
punk was dead-ending into arty 
weirdness and dopey new wave. 
The songs were often downright 
beautiful, and Michael Stipe’s 
impassioned mush-mouthing 
injected emotions besides “hate” 
and “alienation” into underground 
rock, even if you had absolutely no 
idea what he was saying. 
DOWNLOAD: “Radio Free Europe,” “Perfect 
Circle” 


) PIXIES 
SURFER ROSA 
440, 1858 
In a playful way, one of Kurt Cobain's 
favorite bands was as crazy as he was 


The frumpy Bostonians had 
psychotic surf guitars, surrealist 
sex-starved shrieking and clangor- 
ous, eardrum-punishing noise. But 
their full-length debut also cranked 
out tune after tune of bizarre 
bubblegum fun. The loud-quiet- 
loud dynamics and Black Francis’s 
warped-teen scream rattled walls, 
but bassist-vocalist Kim Deal’s 
chalky, cheery singing added the 
right pinch of cuteness. 

DOWNLOAD: “Bone Machine,” “Gigantic” 


Le 


PREVIOUS PAGE: SONIC YOUTH: MICHAEL LAVINE. THIS PAGE: PAVEMENT: STEVE DOUIBLEIRETHA. 





WHITE STRIPES: MICHAEL LAVINE/CPI 


ARI CADE FIRE 
FUNERAL 
MERGE, Z0f4 
Indie rock's Max Fischer Players 


Throughout this Montreal troupe's 
debut, cataclysms (snowstorms, 
blackouts) set the stage for Win 
Butler's fantasies and nightmares 

of adolescent freedom. There are 
multipart chorales and metaphors 
purpler than Barney, but the spirit is 
pure punk. 


DOWNLOAD: “Rebellion (Lies),” “Neighborhood 
#2 (Laika)* 


THE VELVET 
UNDERGROUND 
THE VELVET NDERGROUND 
MGM, 1969 Y 
The original indie band? Sure 
Lou Reed, ashades-wearing, 
heroin-liking poet of urban doom, 
traded wailing amps for clear, 
pastoral beauty on the VU's third 
album, opening up his cold New 
York heart to sing about the search 
for salvation in a fallen world, 


DOWNLOAD: “Beginning to See the Light,” “Pale 
Blue Eyes” 


MY BLOODY VALENTINE 
CREATION, #991 
The gold standard of shoegazing 
Kevin Shields's warm, lavishly 
detailed torrents of guitar noise and 
Bilinda Butcher's androgynous purr 
spawned a generation of followers. 
DOWNLOAD: “Soon,” “Only Shallow" 


bIG STAR 


THIRD/SISTER LOVERS 


PRE, 978 

Ex-teen idol makes nervous break- 
downs something to aspire to 

Alex Chilton is indie rock's first folk 
hero, and this is his most mythic 
moment. Raggedly gorgeous, his 
band’s third album is full of weary 
power-pop, shaky guitar and piano 
chords that seem less played than 
slumped on. Proof that “perfection” 
is OVE tect. 

DOWNLOAD: “0, Dana,” “Take Care” 


THE SMITHS 


THE SMITHS 


ROUGH TRADE, 1984 
Wusses of the world, unite! 

quess What, boys: It's OK to be 
miserable. That's the lesson to be 
drawn from this debut, wherein 
fuitarist Johnny Marrjangles 
merrily and Morrissey swoons likea 
heartbroken lady-in-waiting whose 
corset is too tight. Itset the lilac- 
scented stage for years of sexless 
yearning that would follow. 


DOWNLOAD: “This Charming Man,” “Hand in Glove" 


MINUTEMEN 

SST. 1984 

Lefty hardcore, supersized 

The 45-song masterpiece from this 
awesomely unglamorous trio of self- 
described SoCal “corndogs” spews 
revelations in the disjointed babble 


White Stripes: 
“Which way 
is starboard 

again?” 


WHITE BLOO D CEM il aninn 


Minimal band: maximal sound 


Jack and Meg White's third record transformed them from ga 


I a Lene) 


revivalists to saviors of rock. Its secret is that it aims high—J ack’s trying 
for nothing less than a place in the classic-rock canon—and they pull it off 
with the absolute economy of means they picked up from electric blues. 


DOWNLOAD: “Fell in Love With a Girl,” 


of Everydude confusion and rage. 
Bighearted, beefy D. Boon rifles 
through punk, folk, jazz, a Steely 
Dan cover and the Jackass theme 
song as if trying to encompass the 
whole world. Avear later he'd die in 
avan accident. 

DOWNLOAD: “Political Song for Michael Jackson 


to Sing,” “History Lesson—Part Il” 
YOU'RE LIVING ALL OVER ME 
S57, (a? 


Uely, lonely and blissfully loud 
These long-haired Massachusetts 
punks couldn't talk to girls— 

they could barely even talk to one 
another—so they poured all their 
angst and longing into these sludgy, 
warbling jams. And it turned 

out that frontman J Mascis was 
hiding his love of Neil Young-style 
songeraft under all that volume. 
DOWNLOAD: “Little Fury Things,” “Tarpit® 


“Tr Titt. i fis r 7 
eae hs | a", ui 1 
pert aS. 


ZEN ARCADE 

SST. i984 

Hardcore warriors dive-bomb 
psychedelic pop 

Aconcept double LP about a 
runaway kid’s heartbreak? Bya 
hardeore band? This Minneapolis 


“Litthe Room” 


trios fiery plunge into arty 
psychedelia was risky. But both 

Bob Mould and Grant Hart had 
enormous range as songwriters, and 
their idea of “arty psychedelia” was 
still hammeringly intense. 
DOWNLOAD: “Something ! Learned Today,” “What's 


Going On" 
3 FEET HIGH AND RISING 


TOMMY BO}, 1999 
suburban fans of Johnny Cash and 
Schoolhouse Rock invent indie rap 
As their contemporaries were 
declaring themselves “hard as 

hell” (Run-D.M.C.) or plotting 
revolutions (Public Enemy), these 
complicated Long Islanders came 
outofthe gate w 4th cryptic jokes and 
Day-Glo flowers, while producer 
Prince Paul took sampling to 
obscure new realms. 


DOWNLOAD: “The Magic Number,” “Me, Myself 
and I° 


WILD GIFT 


SLASH, [78 


Los Angeles punks make a record 
that reads like a great pulp novel 


Thrift-store poets in black leather 
jackets, singer-bassist John Doe 





and his soon-to-be ex-wife Exene 
Cervenka set stories of love on the 
rocks against the City of Angels’s 
skeezy backdrop. Billy Zoom’s 
rockabilly swi itchblade guitar made 
the heavy subject matter sizzle. 


DOWNLOAD: “We're Desperate,” “In This House 
That | Call Home” 


-LINT 


SPIDERLAND 

TOUCH AND GO, (991 

They practiced until they got 

very skilled, and apparently quite 
depressed 

Mathematic time signatures? 
Uncool. Asong about a depressed 
sailor, based on Coleridge's The 
Rhyme ofthe Ancient Mariner? 
Mega uncool—unless you're 
Louisville, Kentucky's Slint, whose 
knotty, amebic tempos and steely 
guitar rumble engulfed their songs’ 
disti ‘aught heroes. 


DOW ALOAD: “Breadcrumb Trail,” “Good Morning 
Captain” 


Unlimited free indie rock. 
Listennowat§ 
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JOY DIVISION 
UNKNOWN PLEASURES... 


Most depressing band ever to use the word joy in their name 


In keeping with their moniker (slang for a Nazi- 
concentration-camp brothel), Joy Division 
frontman Ian Curtis played out an Everyman's 
flailing attempt to find human warmth and 
connection in an emotional wasteland. Yet 
despite the menacing metallic echoes, the 
band’s melodic drama made his Kafkaesque 
squirming positively heroic. Wallowing was 
never so inspiring. 
DOWNLOAD: “Disorder,” “Interzone” 


SLEATER-KINNEY 
DIG ME OUT 


KILL ROCK SAAS, (957 


Riot grrris show the dudes how to 
kick butt and mean it 


As pissed as the Clash and as 


joyously poppy as the Go-Go's, the 


Portland, Oregon, trio had more 
faith in the world-remaking power 
of rocking out than any band of the 
‘90s. Ina time when “slacker irony” 
was all the rage, screaming demon 
Corin Tucker's fiery passion made 
the cool kids look cowardly. 
DOWNLOAD: “Dig Me Out,” “Words and Guitar” 


THE HOLD STEADY 
SEPARATION SUNDAY 
FRENCH KISS. 2005 
Lyrics about Catholic guilt and drug 
abuse: a timeless combination 
[f Johnny Rotten was raised on 
classic rock in Midwestern mall 
parking lots and looked more like a 
CPA, he could be Craig Finn, whose 
band treats the sounds of Bruce 
Springsteen and Hiisker Diilike 
they're the most natural double bill 
in the world. 
DOWNLOAD: “Your Little Hoodrat Friend,” “How a 
Resurrection Really Feels” 


THE MODERN LOVERS 
THE MODERN LOVERS 
BERSERKLEY, 1978 
Jonathan Richman'’s art-brut 
magnum opus 
Recorded in 1972 and released 
after the band had broken up, these 
crude demos became a landmark: 
the bridge between the Velvet 


droning organs. A garage-rock 
version of domestic bliss. 
DOWNLOAD: “From a Motel 6." “Big Day Coming” 


THE NEW 

aaaces rth ERS 

| ROMANTIC 
MINT/MATADOR, 2000 
The power-pop studio experiment 
that came crackling to life 
It was originally an ad-hoc 
trifle, recorded over the course 
of almost three years: frontman 
Carl Newman's vivacious power- 
pop project, with additional songs 
written by Destroyer’s Dan Bejar 
and occasional vocals by alt-country 
singer Neko Case. Then it caught 
on, and suddenly the Pornographers 
were areal band. 
DOWNLOAD: “Letter From an Occupant,” “The 
Slow Descent Into Alcoholism” 


SEBADOH 
HOMESTEAD, 1991 
Do not let your kid sister date 
this man 
Leaving Dinosaur Jr, where his bass 
playing and atonal prattling were 
clearly not being appreciated, Lou 
Barlow became indie's preeminent 
sensitive male—James Taylor with 
a bong, acrappy tape recorder and 
free time to translate his girl-scarred 
soul into rattletrap hate-folk. 
DOWNLOAD: “The Freed Pig,” “Scars, Four Eyes” 


BELLE AND SEBASTIAN 
IF YOU'RE FEELING SINISTER 


THE ENCLAVE, 1906 


ie 


songs about girls who like boys who 


Underground (whom frontman 
like boys who like ... 


Jonathan Richman idolized) and 
punk rock. Richman had no time for 
fancy stull—he was too busy being in 
love with “the modern world.” 
DOWNLOAD: “Roadrunner,” “She Cracked” 


é 


y 


Stuart Murdoch made it cool to be 
asexually confused aesthete for the 
first time since the Smiths. On his 
septet’s second album, populated 
by messed-up teenagers straight 


ie: 


ie 
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lan Curtis: 

“| hate Mondays. 
And Tuesdays. 

And Wednesdays... ” 
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MEAT PUPPETS 
MEAT PUPPETS I 
SST, (a4 
Country rock for easily agitated 
stoners 


Brothers Curt and Cris Kirkwood 
were Arizona acidheads who 
fingerpicked hillbilly solos and 
loved hardcore punk, so they 
accompanied their mumbled 
country visions of desert alienation 
with psychedelic sun-stroked 
noodling. Singing about the devil, 
drugs, “living Nixon's mess” and 
their own spacious stupidity, 

they imagined the Southwest asa 
boundless dead end. 

DOWNLOAD: “Lost,” “I'ma Mindless Idiot" 


YO LA TENGO 
PAINFUL 
MATADOR/ATLANTIC. 1993 
Feedback that wraps you up like a 
favorite fall sweater 


Husband-and-wife team Ira Kaplan 
and Georgia Hubley, foster parents 
toa million heartwarming squalls, 
spent the sweetest record of their 
20-year career mumbling about the 
strangeness of love over haunting 
distortion, meditative folk and 


out ot J.D. Salinger, he distilled the 
blithely tuneful indie-pop aesthetic 
into intoxicatingly potent songs with 
elegant, formal orchestrations. 
DOWALOAD: “The Stars of Track and Field,” 
“Secing Other People” 


MLA, 
ARULAR 
xt, 2005 
Hip-hop recast as internationalist 
rebel music 
M.I.A. makes a point of her Third 
World roots and revolutionary 
politics, and the first rule of Third 
World revolution is that you 
make weapons from whatever's 
at hand. So her debut was a DJ- 
grenade lobbed into the disco, with 
sharpened fragments of dancehall, 
electroclash, jungle and new wave 
flying everywhere. 
DOWNLOAD: “Galang,” “10 Dollar” 


IDOLS 


THE MAGNETIC FIELDS 
69 LOVE SONGS 


MERGE. 1999 
Maybe the greatest old-fashioned 
tune whiz never to have a hit 
Indie rockers usually eschew 
conventional songeraft; melody 


JO¥ OFVISION: KEVIN CUMMINS 
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geyser Stephin Merritt is addicted 
tort. On this three-disc testament 
to pop’s primary obsession, the 
resplendently gay, devilishly smart, 
hilariously deadpan NYC crooner 


eveled every style of the 20th century 


through his synth-pop aesthetic, 
rhyming Ferdinand de Saussure, 
losher and closure in the process. 
DOWNLOAD: “The Death of Ferdinand de 
Saussure,” “A Chicken With Its Head Cut Off" 


29 VIOLENT FEMMES 
VIOLENT FEMMES 

SLASH. 1982 

After beer and Bob Vecker, what 
made Milwaukee famous 

Mangling acoustic instruments 
while pumping their shame-crazed 
folk-punk with the teen angst of 
athousand Holden Caulfields, 
Wisconsin's wimpiest came on like 
exploding human pimples. 
DOWNLOAD: “Blister in the Sun,” “Add lt Up" 


30 WILCO 

YANKEE HOTEL FOXTROT 
NONESUCH, 2002 

This is Americana... on drugs 

At the time, Wilco’s cracked mas- 
terpiece was obscured by a label- 
drama backstory. Unburdened by 
history, its pleasures are clearer: 
Jeff Tweedy's warm, meandering 
melodies and a chilly sense of 
despair that hangs over the album 
like a Vicodin haze. 

DOWNLOAD: “| Am Trying to Break Your Heart,” 
“Jesus, Ete.” 


Jl GUIDED BY VOICES 

BEE THOUSAND 

MATADOR, (sid 

The crown prince of the lo-fi scene 


Robert Pollard fantasized that he 
was arock star, and it came true, 
sort of. GBV were barely known 
outside their Bud-soaked, Dayton, 
Ohio, basements when they patched 
together theirseventh album from 
20 home-recorded fragments 
(launched from an unstoppable 
song machine); before long, they 
were indie heroes. 

DOWNLOAD: “Smothered in Hugs,” “Gold Star for 
Robot Boy” 


32 NEUTRAL MILK HOTEL 

IN THE AEROPLANE OVER 

THE SEA 

MERGE, 1998 

Southern neo-hippie Ws Anne Frank 
Crazy, yammering poetic genius Jeff 
Mangum made a Dali-influenced 
freak-rock album rife with banjo, 
Uilleann pipes and flugelhorn based 
on his dreams about a Jewish family 
in World War II. Then he vanished, 
leaving worshippers like Arcade Fire 
in his wake. 

DOWNLOAD: “The King of Carrot Flowers Pts. Two 
and Three,” “Holland, 1945" 


Unlimited free indie rock. 
Listen now at Slacker.com/Indie, 





33 THE SHINS 

OH, INVERTED WORLD 

SUB POP. 2001 

Like old Simon & Garfunkel records, 
minus the annoying grooviness 

In this worried, gorgeous ‘00s 
update on ‘60s fireside folk, anxiety- 
poet James Mercer sang shy fa-la- 
fas and ghastly woo-woos in songs 
with titles like “Weird Divide" and 
“Caring Is Creepy, ideal for dates in 
psychoanalyst waiting rooms. 
DOWNLOAD: “New Slang,” “Caring Is Creepy" 


34 SUPERCHUNK 
ON THE MOUTH 


MATADOA, (993 


A clever punk band with a great head 
for business 

The “indie"-est band of the 90s, they 
released records on their thriving 
Merge label and cranked out hyper, 
distortion-buzzing pop so loud 
singer-guitarist Mac McCaughan 
practically went hoarse shouting 
over the racket. 

DOWNLOAD: “Precision Auto,” “The Question Is 


How Fast” 
39 LIZ PHAIR 
EXILE IN GUYVILLE 


MATAOOA, (33 
An angry, one-woman masquerade 


Her debut made two things clear: 
One, she loved to play with made- 
up, sexually provocative personae. 
Two, she was a brilliant songwriter, 
dissecting complicated emotional 
states and writing twisted hooks. 
DOWNLOAD: “Divorce Song,” “6 " 
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The Strokes’ Julian 
Casablancas: “I 
prefer it when 
models do this.” 
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ap aths 

Doomed singer-songwriter's 

muted rage 

Smith had seen the roughest parts 
of life, and his third album (on 
which he played all the instruments 
himself) transmuted its evocations 
of substance abuse, nihilism and 
crushing despair into something 
poignant and resonant. His career 
got a boost when three songs from 
Either/Or resurtaced on the Good 
Mill Hunting soundtrack. 
DOWNLOAD: “Between the Bars,” “Ballad of Big 
Nothing” 


FEVER TO TELL 

INTERSCOPE. 2003 

They pummel you, then sing you 

to sleep 

This album is one raucous garage- 
rock tantrum after another—it 
frequently sounds as though Karen 
Ois wrestling a trash compactor, 
And then—wham!—we get “Maps,” 
the power ballad Kelly Clarkson 
wisely ripped off for “Since U Been 
Gone’—and which scored countless 
hipster mating rituals and eyeliner- 
smeared breakups. 

DOWNLOAD: “Rich,” “Maps” 


ACA. 2001 

Making pop radio safe for Nu Yawk 
hipsters 

They had the awesomest spoiled- 
rich-kid names, the coolest too- 
bored pouts, natty tie-and-denim- 


jacket combos for every day of the 
week and, oh yes, girls seemed to 
find them attractive. But these 

LES PYTs got over on their sleek, 
sugar-sharp "70s punk-pop, topped 
off with Julian Casablancas’s 
impeccably sloshed croon. 
DOWNLOAD: “Last Night,” “Hard to Explain” 


CROOKED RAIN, CROOKED RAIN 
MATADOA, 1994 

Snarky emo boys denounce big hair, 
Smashing Pumpkins 

Wanting to have their cryptic, 
Wiseass, underground cake and eat 
it, too, the band benefitted from 

an under-the-table distribution 
deal with an evil major label, with 
predictable losses and gains, The 
result was a handful of brilliant 
songs, and a mass-culture blip. 
DOWNLOAD: “Silence Kit,” “Cut Your Hair” 


dtp CORRUPTION & LIES 
World-changing disco-punk jams 
The remaining members of Joy 
Division bounced back from Ian 
Curtiss suicide and made a beeline 
from the funeral home to the club. 
Their moody guitars, hopeful synths 
and pasty disco beats influenced 
thousands of dance bands, but few 
have come close to the pathos in 
Bernard Sumner’s voice, which 
cracks with promise. 

DOWNLOAD: “Blue Monday,” “The Village” 


THE LONESOME CROWDED 
WEST 

Ue, ar 

A great road-trip album, especially if 
you're planning on driving off a cliff 
Isaac Brock visits malls and sees 
ghost towns. He imagines God and 
sees a deadbeat dad. In other words, 
his band’s second album is one 
sublime bummer. Through it all, 
Brock is our wide-eyed tour guide, 
switching froma boozy roar toa 
sweet lisp while guitars snarl and 
swerve gorgeously around him. 
DOWNLOAD: “Doin' the Cockroach,” “Truckers 
Atlas” 


ANOTHER GREEN WORLD 

E.G. 1975 

The beginnings of “post-rock” 
Former Roxy Music star Eno started 
pushing the boundaries of songs, 
music and ambient sound, His third 
studio album included only five 
(exquisite) songs with vocals; the 
rest of it played with instrumental 
timbre and rhythmic stasis, clearing 
a path for the entire post-rock move- 
ment’s fascination with rich sonics. 


DOWNLOAD: “Si. Elmo's Fire,” “I'l Come Running” 


Unlimited free indie rock. 
Listen now at 
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Listen for free to millions of songs from thousands of artists to create your perfect radio stations. Play your personalized 
music on the Slacker Web Player, the full featured Desktop Radio or wherever you are on the Slacker Portable. 





Franz Ferdinand: 
Good at rock, great 
at horticulture. 








fFARIOUS ARTISTS 
WANNA BUY A BRIDGE? 
ROUGH TRADE, (980 
The 14 commandments of postpunk 
Long out of print (hunt it down on 
the Web), this survey of circa-1980 
postpunk singles isa magnificent 
snapshot of radical sounds, off- 
center grooves and earnest politics— 
the singing voices alone are asurvey 
ofalien beauty, 
DOWNLOAD: Delta 5, “Mind Your Own Business’; 
Kleenex, “Ain't You" 


REPEATER 

pISCHORD, 1990 

D.C. punk activists so ethical they 
make Ralph Nader look like Akon 
In’80s straight-edge bomb throwers 
Minor Threat, lan MacKaye shouted 
vein-popping jeremiads against 
drinking, drugs, conformism, even 
sex. His equally strict adult band 
Fugazi took on corporatism, but 
with a nuanced introspection as 
elastic as their moody punk. Some 
head scratching goes nicely with the 
fistslamming. 

DOWNLOAD: “Repeater,” “Merchandise” 


BLACK FLAG 
DAMAGED... 


The hardcore-est hardcore band of the 80s 


Muscle-bound yowler and future IFC personality Henry Rollins found 
his voice fronting Orange County, California’s angriest youth brigade. SST 
Records founder Greg Ginn electroshocked his guitar while Rollins yelled 
about graffiti, beer, cops, depression and other highlights of a “life of pain” 
he shared with thousands of Mohawked rejects the nation over. 

DOWNLOAD: “Rise Above,” “TV Party” 


Rollins: 
“You break 
it, you buy 
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TRAN. FERUINAND 
FRANZ FERDINAND 
OOMMA, 2004 
Bi-curious? Buy Scottish! 
Imagining the choppy grooves 
of the Gang of Four and Talking 
Heads as last-call makeout 


jams, FF made flirty a postpunk 


appellation to strive for. Frontman 
Alex Kapranos was a mercenary 
shag-hound of the highest order, 
wooing girls and boys alike with 
dada come-ons like “you can feel 
my lips undress your eves. 
DOWNLOAD: “Take Me Out,” “Michael” 


KERPLUNK 

LOOKOUT!, 1992 

The American idiots, before they 
were American idols 

Billie Joe Armstrong brimmed with 
eoobery brashness as the bristling, 
attention-deficient tunes gave Sex 
Pistols riffs a cocky Cali sheen. 
DOWALOAD: “2000 Light Years Away,” “Welcome 
to Paradise” 


AGE OF HEARTS, i982 
Dissonant anthems from Boston 
trailblazers 


Boston's most fondly remembered 
punk band, MOB's only full- 

length studio album is packed with 
erinding dissonances and wound as 
tightly as acoilof DNA. 

DOWNLOAD: “That's How! Escaped My Certain 
Fate,” “Trem Two" 


KILL THE MOONLIGHT 

MERGE, 2002 

An underrated indie-rock gem about 
underrated indie-rock gems 

Hooray, slackers! On his bespoke 
crew's jittery breakthrough, singer 
Britt Daniel outlined a battle cry 

for the underdogs: “Small Stakes” 
glorifies life on pop’s ramen-fueled 
margins, and the jaunty “The Way 
We Get By’ celebrates getting stoned 
and flying blissfully under the radar. 
Then, one year later, they showed up 
on The O.C. Oh, well. 

DOWNLOAD: “The Way We Get By,” “Stay Don't Go" 


PLP E A Ph. Ol 
MORE ADVENTUROUS 
BRUTE/BEAUTE, 20004 
Hollywood kids kiss with their teeth 
Ex-actress Jenny Lewis found 
her finest role yet: stone indie fox. 
Comprising bittersweet torch songs, 
sexy protest songs and just plain 
come-fuck-me songs, her band’s 
third album presented Lewis as 
a honey-voiced, poison-tongued 
alpha girl. 
DOWNLOAD: “Portions for Fowes,” “It's a Hit” 


Unlimited free indie rock. 
Listen now at 
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INTERPOL 


TURN ON THE BRIGHT LIGHTS........ 


Because depressives need dance parties, too 


If you're going to spend an album licking wounds, at least play really fast. 
That's the lesson of this New York foursome’s debut, in which gloomy Paul 
Banks broods about slit throats and masochistic romances. There are a few 
lullabies, but the band mostly hits the ground running with interlocking riffs 


and giddyap grooves. 


DOWNLOAD: “Roland,” “Obstacle I” 


52 BRIGHT EYES 

LIFTED OR THE STORY IS IN THE 
SOIL, KEEP YOUR EAR TO THE 
GROUND 

SADDLE CREEK, 2002 

Child prodigy comes of age, launches 
100,000 collegiate crushes 

Omaha, Nebraska's poet laureate of 
youthful disaffection, Conor Oberst 
was 22 when he made this set, which 
defined not just his own baroque 
emo-folk, but the whole arty-retro 
aesthetic of the Omaha scene— 
nearly all the members of which 
played on this record. 

DOWNLOAD: “Bowl of Oranges,” “The Big Picture” 


53 SMASHING PUMPKINS 
GISH 

CAROLINE, Mai 

Grunge's prince of pain, before he got 
too poet-y 

While his Gen X contemporaries 
were down in their basements 
whining about their dads, Billy 
Corgan was dreaming of filling 
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stadiums. The Pumpkins’ debut, 
helmed by superproducer-to- 

be Butch Vig, was arty and self- 
consciously epic: six-minute cuttar 
jams, Eastern metaphysics, song 
titles in Italian. It’s sweeping, 
exquisite melancholy, minus all 

the heroin. 

DOWNLOAD: “Ahinoceros,” “Siva” 


54 UNREST 

IMPERIAL F.F.R.R. 

TEENBEAT, G2 

Jangly songs about sex, witha 
highbrow edge 

Mark Robinson's Teenbeat label, 
whose flagship band was this 
constantly touring trio, brought 

a designer's consciousness to 

indie pop: high-concept, witty, 
occasionally arch and equally fond 
of both dense detail and negative 
space. Their most radiant album 
is divided between exuberant, sex- 
obsessed batter-and-strum and 


dreamy, near-ambient meditations. 


DOWNLOAD: “Cherry Cream On,” “June” 
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55 BAD BRAINS 
BAD BRAINS 
AOI, 192 


Decimating the punk-rock color line 


These monstrously skilled reformed 
jazz-fusionists couldn't get work in 
their native D.C., being a black band 
that sounded like the Sex Pistols 
(but faster and with reggae). So they 
decamped to New York and made 
the spiked-collar competition look 
like vapping poodles. 

DOWNLOAD: “Pay to Cum,” “Attitude™ 


56 archers OF LOAF 

ICKY METTLE 

ALIAS. 1993 

Southern boys spitting mad about 
other people's trust funds 

Indie rockers love complaining 
about indie rock. These North 
Carolinians did it with unwarranted 
urgency, delivering bow shots at 
the jaded scene in air-punching 
basement anthems. 

DOWNLOAD: “Web in Front,” “Might” 





57 BIKINI KILL 

PUSSY WHIPPED 

AML. AOCR STARS 1999 

The original riot grrris: cute when 
they're angry 

Fora moment in the early 

‘90s, punk-rock feminism was 
everywhere, and Kathleen Hanna 
and Tobi Vail’s furious, blazing band 
was its figurehead. Their first full- 
length album is pissed-off, funny, 
touching and very loud. 
DOWNLOAD: “Rebel Girl,” “Star Bellied Boy" 


58 suit To SPILL 
THERE'S NOTHING WRONG 
WITH LOVE 


Idaho friggin’ rocks! 


Frontmen don't come much more 
unassuming than Doug Martsch, 

a balding nostalgic with a quavery 
Neil Young falsetto. But he wields 
his guitar like a flamethrower, 
enlivening tales of lovelorn 
teenagerdom—getting baked, 
making out and staring at the stars. 
DOWNLOAD: “Big Dipper,” “Car” 


59 NINE INCH NAILS 
PRETTY HATE MACHINE 

IVT, 9g 

The national anthems of industrial 
music 

Ifyou abuse mascara and/or cut 
yourself, you are legally obligated 
toown this record. The first album 
by Trent Reznor, its gunpoint 
coupling of new wave and raw noise 
became a mission statement for all 
subsequent industrial rock. 
DOWNLOAD: “Head Like a Hole,” “Terrible Lie” 


GO sursan stevens 
ILLINOIS 

ASTHMATIC KITTY, 2005 

A love letter to the land of Lincoln 


Stevens's fifth album is geekily 
ambitious (each song explores a 
different aspect of Illinois history) 
and overstuffed with theatrics. But 
the arrangements tend toward 
hypnotic drones, and Stevens sings 
inacaptivating hush. 

DOWNLOAD: “Chicago,” “The Predatory Wasp of 
the Palisades ls Out to Get Us!” 


61 LCD SOUNDSYSTEM 

LCD SOUNDSYSTEM 

DFAIEMI. 2005 

Self-lacerating scenester 
extraordinaire 

James Murphy speaks for every 
record collector who ever wanted 
to start a band. Here, he played 
both the punk and disco ends of the 
field, sometimes simultaneously— 
borrowing from the icons of hipster 
culture while mocking them 
mercilessly. 

DOWNLOAD: “Losing My Edge,” *Dait Punk Is 
Playing at My House” 


Unlimited free indie rock, 


Listen now at Slacker.com/Indie. 
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62 tHE FEELIES 

CRAZY RHYTHMS 

STIFF, (Sai 

So geek-chic that Weezer stole their 
album-cover art 

Indie rock's original jam band 
obsessed over their piled-up Velvet 
Underground riffs like freshmen 
cramming for a physies final. Tucked 
away in sleepy Haledon, New Jersey, 
their distance froma “scene” let them 
pursue their epic geek power. 
DOWNLOAD: “Crazy Rhythms,” “The Boy With the 
Perpetual Nervousness” 


63 nirvana 

BLEACH 

SU8 POP, (989 

Seattle band offers relatively 
promising debut 

Nirvana proved how indie they were 
by listing the rock-bottom cost of 
recording their debut ($606.17) on 


CAT POWER 
THE GREATEST... 


A mopey It Girl stops freaking, finds groove 


its sleeve. But even this skeletal, Dave 
Grohl-less version of their popwise 
scuzz-rock showed heart and hooks 
well beyond the bandl’s grunge peers. 
Kurt Cobain’ alienation was just too 
people-friendly to be hemmed in by 
cultural or budgetary restrictions. 
DOWNLOAD: “About a Girl,” “Love Buzz” 


65 various artists 
NO NEW YORK 


ANTILLES, F978 
The original document of no wave 


The four bands on this long-out- 
of-print compilation, produced by 
Brian Eno, formed the core of the 
New York “no wave” scene, Mars, 
DNA, the Contortions and Teenage 
Jesus & the Jerks approached music 
as an extension of experimental 
visual art—raw, gnarled, spooky and 
disgusted with flesh. 

DOWNLOAD: The Contortions, “Dish It Out": Mars, 
“Puerto Rican Ghost" 


Cat Power 
auditions for 
TMZ.com. 


Chan Marshall raised the stakes of her unrooted roots music 
with the help of vintage'Al Green session men and madean 


indie-rock Mary J, Blige album. 
DOWNLOAD: “Living Proof,” “Lived in Bars” 
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G6 young marBLe GIANTS 


- COLOSSAL YOUTH 


ADUGH TAADE Mao 
The quietest punk band ever 


Alison Statton sings just above a 
murmur; the Moxham brothers 
barely brush at their instruments. 
But their songs are mostly about 
things left unsaid, and there's 
enormous tension lurking in all 
that empty space. 

DOWNLOAD: “Include Me Out,” “N.1.T.A.” 


67 Husker DU 

NEW DAY RISING 

SST 1985 

Midwest hardcore survivors in 
punk-vs.-pop death match 

In which Bob Mould’s howling 
guitar fought Grant Hart's 
sensitively surly songs about girls 
and books to a tense, thrilling 
stalemate, 

DOWNLOAD: “I! Apologize,” “Books About UFOs" 


G68 pescenpents 

MILO GOES TO COLLEGE 

NEW ALLIANCE. 1982 

Good at science, less so at life 
Milo Aukerman lashes out at girls, 
parents and the SoCal suburbs in 
red-eyed rants that sounded great 
echoing off half-pipes. 

DOWNLOAD: “Suburban Home,” “Bikeage” 


69 nick oraKe 

PINK MOON 

ISLAND, (re 

The granddaddy of whispery 
wimp-folk 

This English hermit didn’t record 
much before he died from an 
overdose of antidepressants, but his 
sainted image looms over anyone 
who ever shut their bedroom door 
and strummed the world away. 
DOWNLOAD: “Pink Moon,” “Free Rida” 


70 MUDHONEY 

SUPERFUZZ BIGMUFF PLUS 
EARLY SINGLES 

SUB POR 1990 

A flannel blueprint for the Seattle 
Sound 

This singles compilation is named 
fora distortion pedal and, indeed, 
Mark Arm’s sociopath screeds 
wouldn't carry as much menace if 
it weren't for the overdriven guitar: 
rusty and scabrous and hellishly 
loud. Listen to just one song and 
you'll want atetanus shot. 


DOWNLOAD: “Touch Mel'm Sick,” “You Gorlt (Keep 
It Outta My Face)” 


7 STEREOLAB 

REFRIED ECTOPLASM 

ORAG CITY 1995 

Hallucinatory drones, utopian politics 
Their second singles compilation 
hits alot of their career high 
points—a harmonic convergence 

of galloping grooves, singer 

Laetitia Sadier's airy Francophone 
utopianism and guitarist Tim Gane's 
command of retro-futuristic easy- 
listening tones. 


DOWNLOAD: “French Disko,” “John Cage 
Bubblegum” 


72 THE MOUNTAIN GOATS 

WE SHALL ALL BE HEALED 

40, 2004 

Lyrics about drugs, jail, hospitals and 
redemption, but not in that order 
High-strung literary genius John 
Darnielle enlisted a driving, agile 
folk-rock band to help shape his 
brilliantly detailed depictions of 
American castoffs who refuse to cave 
in when the cosmos craps in their 
Wheaties. (Note: the Wheaties are 
often amphetamines.) 


DOWNLOAD: “Letter From Belgium,” “Palmeorder 
Yajna” 


| 73 Meat PUPPETS 


UP ON THE SUN 
5ST, 1985 
Bummed bros let the sun shine in 


The Kirkwoods followed the 
haunted country of Meal Puppets 
{7 with the sunny, oddly contented 
jams of this jangling paradise—they 
even whistled their way through the 
bucolic “Maiden’s Milk.” Musing 

on subjects like God, rivers and 
swimming grounds, and even 
throwing in a goofy dick joke, this 

is freewheeling summer fun, tailor- 
made for beach parties in quarry 
pools. 


DOWNLOAD: “Up on the Sun,” “Maiden’s Milk” 


V4 tHEFALL 

50,000 FALL FANS CAN'T 

BE WRONG 

BEGGARS BANQUET, 2004 

Acid-tongued poet's greatest rifts 
Where to begin with the hyper- 
prolifie Fall, mush-mouthed 
Mancunian poet Mark E. Smith's 
repetition-crazed band? Try this 
impeccable retrospective of their 
first quarter-century (featuring 
an excellently cheeky Elvis gag of a 
title), surveying the chaotic grind 
of their early years— material that 
would later inspire Pavement— 
their late-80s flirtation with 
dance-pop and their more recent 
stabs at electronically augmented 
punk rock, 

DOWNLOAD: “Totally Wired,” “Free Range” 


75 GALAXiE 500 

TODAY 

AURORA, (89 

Lullabies for people who get too much 
sleep anyway 


Formed at Harvard (they borrowed 
their frst drum kit from dorm- 
mate Conan O'Brien), the original 
“slow core” band transported the 
urban roar of the Velvet Under- 
eround to quiet leafy New England. 
Future Luna frontman Dean 
Wareham’s singing found the sweet 
spot between a whine, a yawn 
andameow, while the lolling riffs 
blanketed him in pillowy beauty. 
DOWNLOAD: “Tugboat,” “Instrumental” 


Unlimited free indie rock, 
Listen now at Slacker.com/Indie, 
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76 Le TIGRE 


LE TIGRE 


MA, LADY, 1999 

Bikini Kill frontwoman Kathleen 
Hanna bought a drum machine and 
gave her asshole-smiting feminist 
punk a disco makeover. 

DOWNLOAD: "My My Metrocard” 


77 arctic MONKEYS 
WHATEVER PEOPLE SAY 1 AM, 
THAT’S WHAT I'M NOT 


DOMINO, 2006 

This debut dazzles with lyrics about 
dead-end geezers and Saturday- 
night punch-ups so excellent that 
cynics suspected 21-year-old Alex 
Turner of thievery. 

DOWNLOAD: “The View From the Afternoon” 


78 tHE 1aTH FLOOR 
ELEVATORS 

THE PSYCHEDELIC SOUNDS OF 
THE (3TH FLOOR ELEVATORS 


INTERNATIONAL ARTISTS. 1968 

They frightened flower children 
with their garage-rock freakouts, 
then metasad end when singer 
Roky Erickson was committed. 
DOWNLOAD: “You're Gonna Miss Me” 


79 crap your HANDS 

SAY YEAH 

CLAP YOUR HANDS SAY YEAH 
CLAPYOURHANDSSAYYEAH.COM. 2005 

Alec Ounsworth’s voice is pinched 
and ugly, but he wrings pretty 
melodies from it, moaning about 
child stars and glam androgynes 
over ramshackle dance-rock. 
DOWNLOAD: “Over and Over Again” 


80 ceist 


THE REMINDER 


CHERRY TREE/INTERSCOPE, 2007 

Chicken soup for the indie-rock 
soul: sweet but not precious, warm 
and inviting like a flannel duvet. 
DOWNLOAD: “|234" 


81 THE VASELINES 

THE WAY OF THE VASELINES 

SuB PoP. 1992 

Sky-high on their own hormones, 
trading jabs and uncertain har- 
monies, this Scottish duo bounced 
through songs like they couldn't wait 
to get back to making out. 

DOWNLOAD: “Son of a Gun" 


82 THE EMBARRASSMENT 
HEYDAY 1979-83 


BARINONE, 1995 

The Wichita wiseacres yelped ironic 
choruses like “I'ma Don Juan!” over 
nervy power pop, as if being regular 
was way weirder than being weird. 
DOWNLOAD: “I'm a Don Juan” 


83 tHE misfits 
WALK AMONG US 


RUBY/SLASH, 1982 

Fronted by a rabid Glenn Danzig, 
this crew of Jersey kids channeled 
their obsession with vintage horror 
flicks into fist-in-the-air hardcore. 
DOWNLOAD: “Skulls” 
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Arctic Monkeys: 
Can we please 
see some ID? 


84 BEAT HAPPENING 

YOU TURN ME ON 

K/SUB POP, 1992 

For onetime childish primitivists, 
their final album was the sound of 
growing up, with all its pain and joy. 
DOWNLOAD: “Godsend” 


85 THE CLEAN 


ANTHOLOGY 


MERGE, 2003 

This two-disc set spans the bright- 
eyed bashes of their teenage years, 
their 80s breakneck jams and their 
‘90s psychedelia. 

DOWNLOAD: “Ddditty” 


86 FLIPPER 


ALBUM—GENERIC FLIPPER 


SUBTERRANEAN. (982 

The slowest, heaviest hardcore- 
punk band; Will Shatter’s dogmatic 
optimism turned stage dives into 
trust falls. 

DOWNLOAD: *Sex Bomb” 


87 woLr PARADE 
APOLOGIES TO THE QUEEN 
MARY 


Sue POP. 2005 
Dan Boeckner and Spencer Krug 
bellow like existential carnival 
barkers over desperate skronks. 
DOWNLOAD: “I'll Believe in Anything” 


88 paNicL JOHNSTON 
YIP/JUMP MUSIC 


STAESS. 1983 
This mentally ill Texan’s homemade 
tapes, championed by the likes of 





Bowie, Beck and Matt Groening, are 
so lo-fi they make Guided by Voices 
sound like Jefferson Starship. 
DOWNLOAD: “Speeding Motorcycle” 


89 arterur 
BANG BANG ROCK & ROLL 


FIERCE PANDA, 2005 

Eddie Argos is indie rock's finest 
stand-up comic. While his 
bandmates chug along punkishly, he 
reels off fantastic one-liners. 
DOWNLOAD: “Formed a Band” 


90 animat couvective 
STRAWBERRY JAM 


DOMINO, 2007 

These New York weirdos fashion 
deceptively hummable melodies out 
of burbling, buzzing, fidgety synths. 
DOWNLOAD: “Peacebone” 


Ol tHe cuits 
KALEIDOSCOPE WORLD 


HOMESTEAD, (985 

This New Zealand band’s alternately 
hopeful and shattered early singles 
revisited the abandoned halls of "60s 
party music. 

DOWNLOAD: “Pink Frost” 


G2 DEAD KENNEDYS 
FRESH FRUIT FOR ROTTING 
VEGETABLES 


ALTERNATIVE TENTACLES, 1980 

San Francisco anarchist Jello Biafra 
sang about modern atrocities with 
an absurdist irony. The shtick 
worked. 

DOWNLOAD: "Kill the Poor” 


93 sic eLack 
ATOMIZER 


HOMESTEAD, 1985 

Steve Albini’s guitar sounded like 
sheet metal being torn in half, his 
lyrics concerned bored suburban 
self-immolators and his band played 
at plane-crash volume. 

DOWNLOAD: “Kerosene” 


O4 HALF JAPANESE 
GREATEST HITS 


SAFE HOUSE. 1995 

Undeniably difficult and trium- 
phantly messy, it’s a 69-“song” 
treatise on why talent is for suckers. 
DOWNLOAD: “Charmed Life” 


95 THE DISMEMBERMENT 
PLAN 
EMERGENCY & | 


DESOTO, 1999 

Travis Morrison's upper-class 
critiques meet these off-kilter jams 
like he’s trying to cram three albums 
of smartness into asingle CD. 
DOWNLOAD: “Gyroscope” 


96 ton THE RADIO 
RETURN TO COOKIE MOUNTAIN 


INTERSCOPE, 2006 

Anarena-scale vision of indie rock 
broadcast straight from some grimy 
Brooklyn loft. 

DOWNLOAD: “Wolf Like Me” 


Q7 tHE MEKONS 
ROCK 'N’ ROLL 


TWIN/TONE/A&M, 1989 

The smartest band to come out 

of first-wave U.K. punk—you can 
almost hear the quotation marks in 
their voices. 

DOWNLOAD; “Memphis, Egypt” 


98 pavace music 

VIVA LAST BLUES 

DRAG CITY, 1995 

Will Oldham warbles oddly over 
country-blues. So freaky, R. Kelly 
cast him in “Trapped in the Closet”! 
DOWNLOAD: “The Mountain Low" 


99 bream sYNDICATE 

THE DAYS OF WINE AND ROSES 
AUBV/SLASH. 1982 

These L.A. amp torturers loved 
druggy late-60Os rock, but their 
pouty new-wave aspect made the 
throwback seem cool. 

DOWNLOAD: “Tell Me When It's Over” 


(00 tue suas 
PHILOSOPHY OF THE WORLD 


THIRD WORLD. 1969 

Despite/because of zero aptitude, 
the Wiggins sisters made an 
accidental masterpiece of screwed- 
up, desperate self-expression. 
DOWNLOAD: “My Pal Foot Foot” 


Unlimited free indie rock. 
Listen now at Slacker.com/Indie. 
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NBA 2K8 


NBA 2K8 continues its six-year legacy as the #1 rated 

NBA simulation. Featuring the all-new Sprite Slam Dunk 
Contest and NBA Blacktop players such as Common, 
Q-Tip, Jerry Ferrara, Phife, and ?uest Love from the Roots, 
the king of the hard court is back! Get your game on at 
www.2KSPORTS.com and www.SEE WHAT ITS LIKE.com. 
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This is the 
safest thing 
Amy Winehouse 
will do all day. 













OUSE 1S concerned about her hair. Backstage at a taping for 
h TV show filmed on a soundstage in northern Paris—the 24-year- 
to the mirror in her tiny, windowless dressing room and begins 
la De Vil-style peroxide-blond shocks at the front of her bouftant. 
_goth-barfly look: raccoon mascara, low-rider jeans hitched with 
-shirt revealing her rail-thin midriff and her copious tattooage, 
scrawled above her heart, a tribute to her husband of six 


She’s never exactly been a picture of health, but tonight she 
*: hunched, heavy-lidded and frail. 

it,” she says, tugging “Yeah, we've got a couple of more bits ... 
1 bit. I hate it.” Her mumbles. “On the whole...” She trails off. 






months, Blake Fieldeé 
looks especially worse 


“There used to be just one smal 
at her coiffure. “Now there's this whole 








I'm writing ... ” she 






words are slow and drawling—she soundsas if she’s trying to speak Um .. 


through a mouthful of molasses—her eyes are clouded. 
“Why don’t you just dye it all black?” asks her stylist, Naomi. 
“No... “she says hazily. “One small bit of ginger is what I want." 
She sighs and plops down on the couch. She lights a cigarette and 
turns a drowsy gaze toward Blender; she’s ready to talk. We start 
by asking if she'll be recording the follow-up to Back to Black any- 


. Back to Black was such a personal record—ihe songs 
were clearly about your relationship with Blake. Are you still wril- 
ing confessionals? 

“Tm still writing about the dynamics of being in a relation- 
ship ... Would you like some wine?” she asks, fetching two glasses 
and beginning to pour. “I believe in relationships,” she continues, 
“whether it’s your grandmother or your dog...” 


time soon. Now her words are slurred, her eyelids drooping. Her head 

wobbles into a nod. She falls asleep for a second, 
wakes witha start, mutters and drops offagain. The 
smoldering cigarette in her left hand falls to the 
floor. 

“Oh, God, what is wrong with me?” she asks, com- 
ing to. “There's something wrong with me... ° 

We inquire about her brief rehab stint in August. 
What was it like there? 

“You go in and your'e just sat down. They looked 
at me and said, ‘You're an alcoholic.” 

And are you? 

“No... [don't know.” 

Are you clean these days? 

“Ttake, like, anti-... [take stufffor my depression, 
Prescriptive stuff. But I don’t take it. 

And you dontdo any other drugs? 

“T don't have time.” 

You dont have time? 

“Tm a really big drinker,’ she says in response. “I 
used to be there before the pub opened, banging on 





Steven Tyler 
isn't looking 
so good these 
days. 


the door.” 
She nods offagain. Across the room, Naomilooks 
stricken. 


It wasnt supposed to go like this. Over the past 
year, Amy Winehouse has emerged as one of the 
world’s biggest pop stars. Her second album, Bach 
to Black, announced the arrival of a superlative- 
ly talented singer-songwriter with a unique retro- 
futurist musical blend: 60s girl-group pop, jukebox 
soul and Billie Holiday-style torch balladry, filtered 
through the hard-boiled sensibility of a Jewish cab 
driver’s daughter from the North London suburbs. 
The music soared, and Winehouse made the big leap 
overseas, cracking the Billboard Top 10 with Back to 
Black and its smash single, “Rehab,” 

But by the summer of 2007, Winehouse's tabloid- 
magnet exploits were threatening to eclipse her 
musical success. Amy and Blake had become the lat- 
ter-day Sid and Nancy: ascary-skinny couple careen- 
ing around London, supplying a near-constant 
stream of lurid photo-ops and tales of deathwish-lev- 
el partying. There were stories of rampant drug use, 
eating disorders, self-mutilation. There were mass- 
media interventions by parents and in-laws. As sum- 
mer turned to autumn, Winehouse was poised for >> 
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for a store near you, log on to journeys.com *standard messaging rates apply 
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AMY WINEHOUSE 


“OH, GOD, WHAT IS WRONG WITH ME? 
THERE’S SOMETHING WRONG WITH ME ... ” 


a career apotheosis, likely to garner a slew of Grammy nomina- 
tions. But her friends and handlers feared that she might be too 
high, too drunk, too lost—or worse?—to reap the glory. Sothe sing- 
er was put on the shelf for the month of September, to recuper- 
ate in time for her big fall coronation. With this in mind, Blender 
traveled to Europe at the beginning of October to conduct the first 
interview with a reborn Amy Winehouse. But things aren't quite 
working out as planned. 

Back in the dressing room, Winehouse snaps awake with ajerk 
and begins apologizing. 

“I'm just really drowsy at the moment,’ she says. “I’m so sorry. 

Maybe we should continue this later. 

“| think that’s a good idea,” Naomi offers. 

“I'm so sorry, Winehouse says. 


> 
AMY WINEHOUSE HAS always had music in her life. 


She was born on September 14, 1983, in the London suburb of 
Southgate, to dad Mitch and mom Janis, a pharmacist. But uncles 
on her mother’s side were jazz musicians and her paternal grand- 
mother was a singer who dated the legendary British saxophonist 
Ronnie Scot. Mitch Winehouse was himself an amateur croon- 
er and ardent fan of American jazz vocalists— Frank Sinatra, Ella 
Fitzgerald, Dinah Washington—whose records he played nonstop 
when Amy was a child. 

Amy's parents separated when she was 9, and she and her old- 
er brother Alex went to live with their mom. Amy’s musical taste 
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skewed decidedly mainstream—until she fell in love with hip- 
hop. “I listened to Madonna’s Immaculate Collection every day 
until I was about 11,” she has said. “And then I discovered Salt ‘n’ 
Pepa and TLC.” At 12, she enrolled in the Sylvia Young Theatre 
School, a prestigious performing-arts academy, but was expelled 
three years later; she enrolled in another London performing-arts 
school but soon dropped out to spend most ofher free time indulg- 
ing a favorite new hobby: smoking weed. 

It was music that yanked Winehouse out of her stoner’s las- 
situde. The five-foot-two girl had a voice many times her size: a 
brassy, blues-toned sound that carried echoes of her father’s >> 
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Clockwise from top right: Winehouse and Fielder-Civil have a bloody good time; onstage in London last May; supersizing it at 


a London McDonald's in October 
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AMY WINEHOUSE 





vocal heroes, but with a rugged, contemporary edge. She taught 
herself to play her brother's guitar and began to write songs. As 
a 15-year-old high school dropout, she started doing occasional 
singing gigs with local jazz bands. It was on one of those dates, in 
2001, that Winehouse was spotted by an associate of Simon Fuller, 
the Svengali behind American Idol. At 18, Winehouse signed a 
deal with Fuller's management company and landed a recording 
contract with EMI ashort time later. 

The result, released just a few months after Winehouse's 
20th birthday, was her debut album, Frank, which earned criti- 
cal raves—but she wasn’t satisfied. She called the record overly 
slick and declared herself unable to listen to it. In late 2005 an EMI 
executive introduced Winehouse to the star DJ and producer Mark 
Ronson, who shared her love of vintage soul and R&B. Winehouse 
had been hanging out in a pub in her Camden neighborhood lis- 
tening to oldies on the jukebox—Shirley Bassey, the Shangri-Las, 
the Angels—and arrived in Ronson’s New York studio determined 
to infuse her new album with the vast, echoey sonics and romantic 
sturm und drang of early-60s pop. 

Winehouse's new inspiration reflected a fresh emotional 
immediacy in her songwriting—and the melodrama of her person- 
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HAIR 

Hairstylist Amelia Preston replicated 
Winehouse's signature bouffant bee- 
hive by wrapping black hair extensions 
around a piece of fishnet stuffed with 
cotton. “It's precarious,’ Preston says. 
“It sways like askyscraper at the top.’ 
Amelia says: “I’m already feeling more 
drunk and British” 
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| MAKEUP 

“We'll need an overdose of eyeliner,’ 
savs makeup artist Taylor Perry. Perry 
will also apply fake lashes and use a 
ballpoint pen to draw on Winehouse's 
myriad tattoos. “I don’t want it to look 
too good,” Perry says. “It’s prison-style- 


Amelia says: “Can't talk. Getting my 
chest tattooed.” 
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WARDROBE 

Stylist Mimi Fisher is confident she's 
nailed Winehouse's look. “She really 
wears only skinny jeans or shorts and 
a tank top with a brightly colored bra,” 
Fisher says. A pair of ballet flats anda 
braided belt complete the ensemble. 


Amelia says: “She's so lucky. I wish | 
could dress like this every day.” 
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al life. “There's no artifice in Amy’s music,” Ronson tells Blender. 
“A lot of people sing about heartbreak and strike a rebellious pose. 
But Amy lives it.” 

In early 2003, Winehouse met Blake Fielder-Civil at a local 
bar. At 19, Fielder-Civil was handsome, charismatic and, like 
Winehouse, a self-styled rebel: tattooed, foulmouthed, a heavy 
drinker and—as an occasional gopher on music-video shoots— 
only marginally employed. The couple fell in love and embarked on 
astormy aftair replete with fights, betrayals and torrid reconcilia- 
tions. Most ofthe songs that would later emerge on Back to Black— 
sexually frank, doom-laden depictions of lost love—date from a 
hiatus in the relationship, when Fielder-Civil left Winehouse and 
went back to an old girlfriend. “He left no time to regret/Kept his 
dick wet/With his same old safe bet.” Winehouse wrote in the lyr- 
ics of the album's bruising title track. 

Released in the U.S. in February 2007, Back to Black entered 
the Billboard album chart at No. 7, the highest debut ever by a 
British woman. At a time of fractured musical taste and niche 
marketing, it has shown remarkably broad appeal: Jay-Z and 
Ghostface Killah have recorded Winehouse remixes, while the 
album's retro stylings and traditional songecraft have made >> 
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EXTREME MAKEOVER 


With a little professional help and a lot of hair spray, can we turn Blender associate art director 
Amelia Tubb into an Amy Winehouse doppelganger? Yes, yes, yes! son copton 
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THE 
VERDICT 


Amelia says: “I look sa 
much hotter with this 
stuff on. [wanna go trash 
ahotel. Now.” 
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AMY WINEHOUSE 


it a big hit with baby boomers. Meanwhile, with celebrity rehab 
becoming a media obsession, Winehouse inadvertently captured 
the zeitgeist with the first single from Back to Black. 

“Rehab” was inspired by a 2003 incident in which she refused 
to heed the pleas of her management to seek treatment for aleohol- 
ism. The track name-drops two of Winehouse's musical godheads, 
Ray Charles and Donny Hathaway—soul legends who famously 
battled drug dependency and depression, respectively. In recent 
months, it’s become apparent that Winehouse is following in her 
heroes’ footsteps, musical and otherwise. 


> 
BACK AT LA MUSICALE, Winehouse takes the stage 


for the first of her pair of two-song sets, backed by her nine-piece 
group. They make an impressive tableau—W inehouse ina vintage 
cocktail dress, the all-male band in natty black suits and ties—and 
they sound great, too, sliding into crisp, crackling versions of “Back 
to Black” and “Rehab,” Winehouse is in fine voice—but she stands 
nearly stone still at the mic, wearing a vacant expression. Her eyes 
roll back in her head as she sings. 

When she finishes, La Musicale’s perky host mounts the stage 
and attempts to conduct an interview. But Winehouse can bare- 
ly muster a syllable in response. She is hustled offstage, with two 
songs still to perform. Outside of Winehouse's dressing room, her 
manager, Raye Cosbert, pulls Naomi the sty list aside and hisses: 
“Go back in there and get rid of that wine.” Then Blender is ush- 
ered inside for another audience with the singer. Winehouse is 
back on the sofa, smoking a cigarette. She looks like she could 
use anap. 

Your life has changed so much in the last year. Is it difficult 
dealing with the press chasing you everywhere? 

“There's no pointin being pissed offabout things you can’t con- 
trol. It’s cool. It causes problems with my husband, though, He 
doesn’t like it.” 

Let's talk about Blake. How did you two meet? 

“It was 20038. January 23, 2003. No, January 31, 2003... atthe 
pub...” Butshe's gone, words trailing off, eyelids fluttering, falling 
asleep mid-sentence. 

She shakes awake again. 

“It's too dark in here—it makes me drowsy,” she says finally, 
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Early vintage: Winehouse in more innocent days. 
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“There's no windows. Maybe we could do it another time in a cor- 
ridor with windows. Some place with more light. I'm really, really 
sorry. From the bottom of my heart.” 


=. 
IN SPRING 2007, the state of the Winehouse nation was 


uncharacteristically calm, even idyllic. On May 18, during a U.S. 
promotional tour, Blake and Amy went before ajustice ofthe peace 
in Miami and were married, That weekend, the newlyweds were 
photographed poolside looking happy and healthy—as healthy, 
al least, as can be expected of a couple of emaciated, ghostly-pale 
confessed alcoholics, 

But Winehouse had married against the wishes of her parents: 
The day before the wedding, her father begged her not to marry 
Fielder-Civil; her mother simply didn't believe she would go ahead 
with it. “I thought she would lose interest in him,’ Janis says now. “I 
didn’t think they would actually get married.” 

Members of Winehouse's extended family maintain that 
Fielder-Civil introduced his wife to a darker world of drug use, 
including heroin and crack. “Amy's no saint,” one relative tells 
Blender. “But she wasn't into heavy drugs until she met Blake” 

In the months following the nuptials, the self-destructive epi- 
sodes began piling up. In late June, Winehouse disclosed that she 
had carved the words 1LOVE BLAKE into her stomach witha piece of 
broken glass. In early July, she canceled a string of concert dates, 
citing illness and “exhaustion.” When she did turn up for shows, 
things got even weirder. At a July 24 gig in Cornwall, England, 
tabloids reported the singer ran offstage after just two songs. She 
returned some minutes later but appeared disoriented, mangling 
her song lyrics and conking herself on the head with the micro- 
phone. According to witnesses, she turned her wrath on the audi- 
ence, spitting into the front-row seats. 

Finally, on August 8, Winehouse was admitted to University 
College Hospital in London after the U.K.s News of the World 
reported she had slipped into an overdose-induced coma after 
smoking, snorting and otherwise ingesting a combination of her- 
vin, cocaine, Ecstasy and ketamine, topped off with vodka and 
whiskey quaffed on an evening pub crawl, “I don’t know how to 
explain what happened,” said Winehouse, who was released after 
having her stomach pumped. “I can'tr emember what I looked like. 
[couldn't recognize myself. [twas terrifying.” 

On August 13, at the urging of both Winehouse's and Fielder- 
Civil’s parents, the couple checked into The Causeway, a $20,000- 
a-week detox clinic in Essex, outside of London, Less than 48 
hours later, following what London papers described as “blind- 
ing” marital arguments, the couple left rehab. Winehouse's fami- 
ly now squarely blames Fielder-Civil for this. “He refused to coop- 
erate with the staff,” says one of her relatives, “They said Amy had 
been willing to work with them but that Blake wasn’t interested. 
He knows that he's lost if they both clean up.” 

A week after leaving The Causeway, Winehouse was photo- 

graphed stumbling and bleeding in the streets of London's West 
aie in the wee hours. Earlier that night, she and Blake had been 
seen fighting at the posh Sanderson Hotel, where they'd rented a 
suite. Asource close to Winehouse tells Blender that the reason for 
the fight was Amy’s insistence on returning to rehab: “Amy was 
determined to doit. She was making a stand against Blake, so they 
‘ame to blows.” In the end, the Sanderson Hotel reportedly billed 
the couple for damage totaling more than $18,000, 

In the last week of August, the decision was made to tem- 
porarily pull the plug on Amy Winehouse's career while she 
“addressed her health concerns.” Her upcoming North American 
tour was canceled. Winehouse and Fielder-Civil decamped to 
the Caribbean island of St. Lucia for a restorative beach holiday; 
Winehouse's reps have denied accounts that the singer vomited 
blood in her vacation hotel room. By mid-September, Winehouse 
was declaring hertime offasuccess. telling the NME: “I'm sorted 





SPLASH NEWS. 


“WE KNOW SHE’S ON HARD DRUGS—HEROIN 


AND COCAINE,” syammmmamsa “THAT'S WHY WE'VE 





BEEN TRYING TO GET HER INTO REHAB.” 


out. Nothing's wrong with me... Alot of fuss has been made about 
nothing.” 

And yet in early October, when Blender first arrives to meet 
the new, cleaned-up Winehouse at a London photo studio, little 
seems to have changed. Winehouse arrives nearly five hours late, 
eats lunch from a McDonald’s bag then disappears into the bath- 
room. She emerges a few minutes later looking woozy and passes 
out while having her makeup done. Winehouse is helped to a wait- 
ing car. “Amy's not feeling well, she’s going to head home,” her label 
rep announces. “It must have been the McDonald's.” 

The official story from Winehouse's camp is that there is no sto- 
rv. Raye Cosbert, her manager, will say only that Amy “takes pre- 
scription medication, which makes her drowsy.’ What medication, 
evactly? “That's between Amy and her physician.” Is Blake a bad 
influence on his wife? “Blake and Amy love each other very deeply. 
And love is a good thing.” 

But Mitch Winehouse, for one, is notso reticent about thestate 
ofhis daughter's health. “We know she’s on hard drugs—heroin and 
cocaine. That's why we've been trying to get her into rehab,” he says. 
“Janis and I worry that she will seriously harm herself, but merci- 
fully that hasn't happened vet.” 

Beyond that, Mitch allows himself little optimism. “I don't 
know what they've been doing for the last month or so. We'd like 
to think that she and Blake have stayed clean since they went to St. 
Lucia,” he says. “But the thing with drug addicts is that they rare- 
ly tell you the truth.” 
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OUTLETS 
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portable 


AN HOUR AFTER ourlast aborted interview, Winehouse 
is due back on the La Musicale stage. A few minutes before show- 
time, she appears in the greenroom, wading through a crowd of 
gawkers, looking more awake than she has all night. The band takes 
to the stage and crashes into “You Know I’m No Good.” Winehouse 
is transfixing: rocking on her heels, gesticulating, shimmying, 
swaying. Her singing is magnificent. She lingers behind the beat 
and unspools jazzy syneopations, purrs low, burly blue notes and 
rears back to deliver rolling melismas that would give Mariah 
Carey pause. 

You cannot help but be struck by the ease of her virtuosity: For 
Winehouse, living is evidently exceedingly difficult, but singing is 
as natural as breathing. For the three-plus minutes of “You Know 
I'm No Good’ it is possible to forget the spectacle of the past hours, 
days and months—to look past the awful toll inflicted by too little 
food or too much drink or McDonald's milkshakes or “prescription 
medication” or whatever else Winehouse is putting into her body. 
When the song ends, the studio audience erupts into the biggest 
ovation of the evening, a burst of sheer relief, and Winehouse is 
whisked backstage. The throng gathered there cheers and reaches 
out to shake hands, but she doesn’t pause to soak up the adulation. 
Shestrides downa hallway, up a flight of stairs and straight into her 
dressing room, clapping the door shut behind her. (=! 


. a Ba Additional reporting by Martyn Halle and Tom Hendry. 
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4. KLIPSCH 
| HEADPHONES 


Hear it. Click it. Save 
it. Introducing the 
next generation of 
XM2¢o0. The first 

live portable satellite 
radio and MP3 player 
in one, Only from XM™. 
xmradio.com 
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TechGear is the pertect 
balance of precision 
timekeeping and 

rugged sophistication. 
Choose from a variety of 
styles with exciting fea- 
tures. pulsarwatches.com 


Fashionable shoes 
with an attitude, 

Lugz is dedicated to 
offering quality and 
stylish men’s footwear 
at reasonable prices. 
Check out a great 
selection at lugz.com 


| l2. FORD SYNC | 


Introducing SYNC, 

the voice-activated 
in-car technology pow- 
ered by Microsoft®. 
Exclusively in the new 
Ford family vehicles. 
synemyTide.com 


LG's HDTVs make 
any room come alive. 
Enjoy the latest LG 
has to offer with 
award-winning design 
and stunning 1080p 
resolution. lge.com 


(3. LG VOYAGER 


The ultimate multi- 
media phone with a 
touch screen outside 
and full keyboard in- 
side. Life's a voyage. 
The path you take is 
up to you. Ige.com 
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ATCUT MENU 


banal 


These custom, noise- 
isolating must-haves 
let you get lost in your 
music. Listen longer 
and better. 

klipsch.com 


14. WAHL BEARD 
TRIMMER 


Want rockin’ side- 
burns? No problem. 
Get the look you want 
with a trimmer de- 
signed specifically for 
your facial-hair style. 
wWahlnation.com 





NBA 2K8 continues its 
reign as the #1 rated 
NBA simulation. The 
King of the Court is 
back! 2ksports.com 


115. SNEAUX SHOES 


Skate-inspired fashion 
footwear, Always bored? 
Remember...out of 
boredom comes great- 
ness. Check out Sneux 
shoes at sneauxshoes.com 
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6. RUMOR BY 
LG ELECTRONICS 


Keep your lines of 
communication open 

with LG's latest! Features 
Instant Messaging, Mobile 
Email, camera and 
Bluetooth® technology. 
lme.comm 


[16. HUGO BOSS 


Hugo Boss’ has been 
synonymous with fine 
menswear since 1923. 
Hugo continues to be 
a leader in the global 
fragrance marketplace. 
hugoboss.com 





7. ALTEC LANSING | 
ORBIT. 


Compact, ultra-portable 
speaker gives 360° sound 
with amazing clarity and 
depth. Long battery life 
keeps the music going into 
the night! altweelansing,com 


17. SAMSUNG SC 
HMXI0 HD CAMCORDER 


Life's what happens to you 
while you're busy making 
plans, right? Be prepared 
to capture even the most 
elusive moments any time 
with this HD camcorder. 


SAMsung.com 
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8. LG DVD PLAYER 


Super Blu™ High- 
Definition Dise Player 
BH200 plays both 
Blu-ray and HD-DVD 
formats in Full HD 
1080p. Pick one up 
today! |ze.com 


18. SONY DR-BT22 
HEADPHONES 


A crucial pair of 
headphones is key to 
enjoying music on the 
<o. With this overhead- 
band Bluetooth’ head- 


set, you'll rock wherever 


you go! sonystyle.com 


9. PIONEER AVIC-D3 


This system combines 
detailed navigation func- 
tions and a variety of 
entertainment features, 
making it an easy-to-use 
and aftordable device. 
pioneerelectronics.com 


(9. PARADIGM 
CHERRY ESPRIT 


These speakers provide 
natural, uncolored 
delivery of music and 
highly intelligible 
dialogue. paradigr.com 


(10. BOSE IN-EAR | 
HEADPHONES 











Bose’ in-ear headphones 
deliver Bose sound that’s 
faithful and realistic. 
Three sizes of ear tips of- 
fer a comfortable fit that’s 
right for you. bose.com 


|20. RUSSIAN STANDARD 
ORIGINAL VODKA 


Since 1998, Russian 
Standard has provided 
a clean taste with the 
characteristic flavor 
of traditional Russian 
vodka. 


russianslandard.cam 
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*Performance/Value in the annual Inside Track Dealer Survey 


"| was awed ... absolutely superb ... a masterpiece of modern-day speaker design ... 
BIG, BOLD, VIBRANT SOUND ... a bargain-hunting audiophile’s dream.” 


“Paradigm has built its decades-old reputation on delivering sound that many manufacturers 
can't match even at multiples of the price,” says GoodSound! The Monitor Series ts a perfect 
example — the high efficiency and power handling of these speakers mean they compete 
directly with the output of major brands of horn speakers. Monitor Series speakers not only 
play as loud, their sound is authentically high-end. It's a difference you can hear! 


And compared with all other major speaker brands, when It comes to playing loud and 
playing clean, Paradigm® Monitor Series speakers blow the competition away! 


Monitor 11 (shown) available in Rosenut, Cherry and Black Ash. 
Visit www.paradigm.com to learn more. 


Quotes by Doug Schneider, GoodSound! in his review of the Atom Monitor 
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THE ULTIMATE IN SOUND FOR MUSIC AND HOME THEATER 


FOO FIGHTERS: THOMAS RABSCH: SPEARS: ELLEN VON UNWERTH: EAGLES: ANDREW MACPHERSON; RADIQHEAD: COLIN GHEENWUUL 


| Foo FIGHTERS 


Dave Grohl and his merry 
band put on an intimate 
show packed with huge 
riffs and Everydude charm. 


C52 


THEY MAKE "EM. WE REVIEW EM 


BRITNEY SPEARS 

Put down the Us Weekly 
and actually listen to this 
album. It's Britney at her 


most entertaining, bitches. 
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THE PRICEISRIGHT 


Radiohead offer a pay-what-you-want album full of frights.and isolation ( 2y son potan ) 


RADIOHEAD 
INRAINBOWS OOO © 


. 


INRAINBOWS.COM 


WHAT’S MUSIC WORTH? That's the ques. 
tion Radiohead have been asking since 1993} ° 


when their self-hating outsider anthem 
“Creep” made them cringingly reluctant 
stars. The Oxford lads took to fame like a 
sailor takes to scurvy, and they've bonded >> 


Radiohead 
enjoy a nice 
warm cup 
of despair. 
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EAGLES 


The band's first studio 
disc in 28 years finds 
them crankier than Andy 
Rooney before nap time. 


Dad 
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with fans through a shared suspicion of pop 
pleasure and the system that sells it. 

They usually express this mistrust vaguely. 
Radiohead don't like grand statements—they 
obscure identity in pools of fractured guitars 





and alien electronics, the epic aloneness of 


Thom Yorke's ice-prince falsetto and skeletal 
lyrical images (fake plastic trees. paranoid 
androids) that describe alienation the way an 
X-ray describes cancer. 


YORKE CALLED THE 
MUSIC INDUSTRY 
“A BUNCH OF RETARDS.” 


But lately, Yorke’s been getting Bono- 
specific. Last year he called the music industry 
“a bunch of fucking retards,” and Radiohead's 
seventh album could easily have been titled Ge/ 
Thee Gone, Ye Tardos. thas been released solely 
through the band’s Web site for whatever price 
fans elected to pay. Sure, a fabulously wealthy 


band that sells out stadiums can afford a few 


thousand giveaways, especially when obses- 


sives will happily rebuy the albumin December 


when it’s released as a “discbox” with a bonus 
CD of outtakes, avinyl /n Rainbows and a hard- 
cover book—all for the low, low price of £40, or 
$82. (Damn you, weak dollar!) But the stunt 


created a conversation on the literal value of 


music, letting people vote with their PayPals, 
as if passing a busker on the info superhighway 
or giving toa charity. Ora televangelist. 

Like everything they've done this decade— 
from 2000's Kid A to Yorke’s 2006 solo album, 
The Eraser—In Rainbows tormulates a lush, 
sensualized ideal out of vague, layered discom- 
fort. Yorke says it’s similar to the band’s 1997 
masterwork of neurosis, OK Computer, only 
“more terrifying.” This chilling album seems 
to be primarily composed of love songs, bal- 
lads that are starving for human connection 


but generate all the interpersonal warmth of 


aGPS system. 





Boca Te 
Phil Selway, 
reenwood é 
brien. 
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[n Rainbows is far more pensive and reflec- 
tive than its predecessor, 2003's gizmo-loaded 
noise storm Hail to the Thief.“ Bodysnatchers” 
resurrects Radiohead's ‘90s incarnation as a 
molten-flow guitar band, and the distracted 
Mardi Gras groove “15 Step” emits miasmic 
funk heat. The rest is delicate and stark— 
“Faust Arp” is just acoustic guitar and strings, 
“Nude” moves like a halfhearted stalker. The 
band plays around the edges of songs, leaving 
Yorke to croon like an abstract angel over gla- 
cially gorgeous jazz guitar, craggy beats and 
bittersweet symphonics. 

And Yorke reveals quite a creepy love jones. 
Over the dark hip-hop bed of “All I Need” he 
tells some lucky lady, “I am a moth who just 
wants to share your light/'m just an insect 
trying to get out of the night.” The deceptively 
tender “House of Cards” is even more unnerv- 
ing. Overa Velvet Underground lullaby strum, 
Yorke plays a suburban executive at a’70s wife- 
swapping party, turning corporate-raider lingo 
(“the infrastructure will collapse”) into a slimy 
promise of conquest. Mixing pretty sounds and 
icky vibes is a Radiohead hallmark, but they 
rarely do it with such emotional clarity—these 
are people you might recognize or pray not to. 
The beautiful piano ballad “Videotape” is a sui- 
cide note committed to VHS, with a soul-sick 
loser eternally capturing all the things he never 
had thestrength to say on “the most perfect day 
I've ever seen. 

Here's where Yorke finds his idealized rela- 
tionship: in the eve of a camera. On OK Com- 
puter, Radiohead made the budding romance 
with our e-mail/musie/porn/news delivery box 
seem like erotic misery. Now theyre offering 
themselves through the computer, using it to 
create a community, and maybe even a revolu- 
tionary model for distribution and pricing. “It 
isthe 21stcentury, Yorke sings, “you can fightit 
like a dog.” But Yorke won't. This is his time. 

JON DOLAN 


DOWNLOAD: “15 Step,” “House of Cards,” 
“Videotape” 
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ANGELS AND AIRWAVES 


I-EMPIRE €3 '/, 


SURETONE/GEFFEN 


Life after blink-I82 is getting better 
for Tom DeLonge, way worse for us 


What happens when an emo 
dude gets happy? In the case 
of Tom DeLonge—who was 
blink-182’s wimpier, broodier 
goofball before he decided to 
rebrand himself a cosmic-rock 
messiah—he becomes one 
kooky-ass hippie. This album, 
the second from Angels and 
Airwaves, is thick with U2- 
aping major-chord bluster and 
well-meaning meaningless- 
ness, If DeLonge ruled the 
world, we learn, he'd fill it with 
“the voices of kids out walking 
dogs” and “spread hope like 
fire” (“Sirens”); elsewhere he 
announces wide-eyed, “the 
stars in the sky illuminate the 
love.” [t's ashame. DeLonge is 
hungry for the vast truths of 
the universe, but there were 
more of those in one bar of 
blink’s “First Date” than on this 
whole record. 

JONAH WEINER 

DOWNLOAD: None 


CAFE TACVBA 
SINO G3 //. 


UNIVERSAL MUSIC LATINO 








Mexico City exports turn from spicy 
to mild 





If “rock en espanol” was a 
movement, Café Tacvba were 
the primary insurrectionists: 

In the early ‘90s, their genre- 
blending records provided >> 
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| LOVE THIS CD! 


JAMIE FOXX 


KANYE WEST 

GRADUATION foe-a-reccaner vant 
“He's a talented cat. And 
he’s gonna have to start 
paying me for saying all 
these nice things.” 
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Rock and roll out of bed with your iH8 iPod® alarm 
clock radio. From your first stretch to your last yawn, 
groove to your favorite tunes. Your iPod® powers up 
on the one-size-fits all charging dock, while the clear 
Reson8™ speakers take your music to a higher level. 
Sounds like another beautiful day. 


))) The world’s #1 producer of 
clock radios For the iPod 


Check out the entire line at www.ihomeaudio.com 


Available at: 
Made for 
5 iPod Apple Store A 


iHome and its products are trademarks of SDI Technologies, Inc. iPod® is a trademark of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. 
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SORE WINNERS 


L.A. tycoons are shocked at American decadence 


EAGLES 


LONG ROAD OUT OF EDEN O@ 
ERC Il 


EVERY OFFICE HAS one. The guy whose cubicle you quick- 
step past, to avoid his opinions: Television is debasing our cul- 
ture. People dont recycle. Politicians lie. Let's call this guy Hen- 
ley. He'll tell you and tell you, and tomorrow he will say it again. 
Long Road Out of Eden, the Eagles’ first studio record since 
1979, feels like Don Henley’s testament. The title cut is a 10-min- 
ute ballad where he explains what’s wrong with the U.S.: fat cats, 
oil companies, SUVs, cell phones, beef brisket. We are all driv- 
ing “through the litter and the wreckage and the cultural junk.” 
Once, the Eagles built Hotel California, a dangerously cool 
place—you could taste how sexy and intoxicating the Golden State 
was, and also how it could twist your soul into a pretzel. They don’t 
even pretend to like this paradise lost anymore. Even jokester Joe 
Walsh has soured: His big moment, “Last Good Time in Town,” 
sounds like lite jazz playing poolside while you wait for your drink. 
The best songs here are the least ambitious: love laments that 
coleader Glenn Frey and bassist Timothy B. Schmit both sing the 
hell out of. The harmonies areas crisp and swoony as ever. But with- 
in a song or so, Henley returns with another admonishment. This 
double-CD set ends with a pair of songs, sung by Frey and Henley, 
meant as messages to their children. By then, though, the kids have 
probably snorted the brisket, popped some 50 Cent into the car ste- 
reo and totaled the SUV. 
AJ SMITH 
DOWNLOAD: “Guilty of the Crime” 


The Eagles have 
| landed...inthe ~ 
Ferontologist’s 

| office. 
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the fledgling subgenre with 
arty menace. On Re (1994) 
and Reveés/Yo Soy (1999), they 
cranked out rock as inscrutable 
and deliciously 
weird as any, in any 
language. Not this 
time: now Tacvba 
proffer palatable 
hooks in pleas- 
ant surroundings. 
They still cover 
lots of terrain; the 
album opens with 
a deadeningly tender Celine 
Dion-style power ballad, then 
progresses through foursquare 
rock and spectacularly catchy 
refrains (notably “Volver a 
Comenzar, a Beach Boys 
homage). Only singer Rubén 
Albarran exhibits palpable 
agitation; when he uses his 
needling voice to proclaim, “I 
don't believe in media and what 
they sell, you can already see 
the expiration date,” the band 
sounds dismayingly perfunc- 
tory. Even in Spanish, fervent 
lyrics can’t overcome that. 

TOM MOON 


OOWNLOAD: “Cierto 0 Falso,” 
“El Outsider” 


COBRA STARSHIP 


VIVA LA COBRA! €9eoe3'/. 
DECAYDENCE/FUELED BY RAMEN 


The only Snakes ona Plane sequel 
that's not an awful idea 


When he wrote the minor hit 
“Bring It (Snakes on a Plane)” 
for Samuel L. Jackson’s kitsch 
masterpiece-that-wasn't, then 
made that song the centerpiece 
of Cobra Starship’s first album, 
Gabe Saporta exited emo 
purgatory (as frontman for 
Midtown) for a relatively lush 
beyond of cheeky, synth-driven 
anthems. Delicate singer- 
guitarists were early adopters 
of blog-age snark —Saporta, 
like Jackson’s virally hyped 
movie, just took it over the 
top, into the chancy realm of 


| LOVE THIS CD! 


JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE 
FUTURESEX/LOVESOUNDS une 
“It's good, sexy music to 
dance to. I never would 
have thought his career 
would turn out like this if 
you'd asked me back in his 
'N Syne stage.” 


ASTONISHING 
FACT! 


At age 4, in Uruguay, 


COBRA STARSHIP’s Gabe 
Saporta was bitten by 
another child during the 
taping of a kids’ TV show. 





novelty. Here, he raises his 
game: The beats are slick, not 
self-consciously cheesy, and he 
unleashes the charisma he'd 
kept buried until 
now. At its best, 
this is blue-eyed 
soul with a wink 
and a dose of manic 
energy. He could do 
without the snark 
entirely—especially 
lines such as “You're 
the kind of girl I'd 
take home to momma/Tf my 
momma was dead.” 

NICK CATUCCI 


DOWNLOAD: “Kiss My Sass,” 
“Guilty Pleasure” 


DAFT PUNK 
ALIVE 2007 (3 tpeo//, 


VIRGIN 


Live mayhem from the Frenchies 
Kanye West samples on “Stronger” 


Daft Punk began every show 
on their 2007 tour witha 
computerized mantra: “Robot. 
Human. Robot. Human.” Part 
of the immense fun of those 
concerts was the gleeful way 
they collapsed those terms. 
Not only is their whole set 
scripted, down to every infal- 
lible segue, but they don’t even 
need to show up—two well- 
trained bichons could come 
onstage in Daft Punk’s sleek, 
Asimov-paperback helmets 
and press PLAY. So it’s live 
music ... or not. In the end, 
their roaring, electro jock-jams 
steamroll over the tantalizing 
philosophical tease. The set 
captured here is a mash-up 
fest, with tracks colliding and 
merging at exhilarating, unex- 
pected angles. What the CD 
can't capture, unfortunately, 

is the Tron-psychedelic light 
show, which added at least 
half of the thrill live. The 
result is a happy souvenir, best 
experienced among 12,000 of 
your closest, Ecstasy-popping 
friends. 

JONAH WEINER 

DOWNLOAD: “Robot Rock/Oh 


Yeah,” “Around the World/ 
Harder Better Faster Stronger” 


DURAN DURAN 


RED CARPET MASSACRE 03//, 
FRG 


Ultimate Brit fops re-dressed by 
Timbaland and Timberlake 


Having cross-wired disco, 
art-rock and pop for almost 
30 years, the various incarna- 
tions of Duran Duran have 
increasingly smoothed out the 
junctures of their incongru- 
ous components. Their 12th 
album does the opposite. Just 


EAGLES: ANDREW MANPUFASNe. DREGE Wy fee me meet seers 





as they yielded to Chic’s Nile 
Rodgers for the fractured funk 
of 1986's Notorious, the original 
members (minus guitarist Andy 
Taylor) here similarly submit to 
the sealpels of Justin Timber- 
lake, producer Timbaland and 
his protégé Nate “Danjahandz” 
Hills. Aware that a hip-hop face- 
lift could look ridiculous, they 
fortify themselves with their most 
sustained set since their teeny- 
bop peak. With Simon LeBon - 
sharpening his typically abstract 

lyrics and everyone bolstering 

the contrasting, constant hooks, 

Timbaland perfects the rock- 

techno fusion his solo album 

fumbled, while Duran emphasize 

their willfully plastic extremes. 

They've never sounded this pretty " 
and severe. " 
BARRY WALTERS 


DOWNLOAD: “Falling Down,” “Skin 
Divers” 


EMERY 
I'M ONLY A MAN €3€305/, 
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Breakout third album from religious 
dudes who still like to party (sort of) 
This Seattle-by-way-of-South 
Carolina screamo crew >> 
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“No, you can't 
play checkers 
on my shirt.” 


KEY PARTY 


Classy soul stylist balances the future with the past 


ALICIA KEYS 
ASIAM 000 


J 
WITH EACH ALBUM, Alicia Keys 
becomes more of an oddball and 
peeks back a little further in time. Her 
new record glances toward the ‘60s, 
but she’s not just retro-soul anymore. 

Keys isn't an incisive lyricist. She 
sings generalities, which at worst can 
make her a platitude-monger, but at 
best can lifthertoward classic pop writ- 
ing. Here she switches between lovers’ 
plaints and inspirational self-help, ele- 
vating both by the grainy intensity of 
her voice. She also has subtleties; “Go 
Ahead,’ akiss-offset to squelchy Stevie 
Wonderfunk, doubles as commentary 
on the Bush years: “What have you 
given me, but lies lies?” 

Only 27, she has learned classic 
soul: “Teenage Love Affair” has the 


gleam of Motown, and “Where Do We 
Go From Here,’ built on an obscure 
Memphis-soul sample, turns into a 
vintage cry from the heart. 

Her first two albums showed how 
well she could renovate an old struc- 
ture. As /Am advances by showing an 
experimental side. The daring single 
“No One” may have the least swinging 
beat ofany 2007 hit: amidtempo bass 
drum under unsyncopated classical 
piano. Dullsville, but Keys piles on 
other parts—a tuba-like synthesizer, 
a tearfully-determined vocal—until 
it marches toward obsession. And “I 
Need You” could have been ahymnlike 
ballad but instead rides atop sputter- 
ing drums and percolating keyboards. 
So what if she’s only singing, “East 
needs West and No needs Yes”? The 
music is dizzying, even mesmerizing. 
JON PARELES 


DOWNLOAD: “I Need You,” “The Thing 
About Love,” “No One” 
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consists of five extremely ENTER SHIKARI 


pious, intermittently bearded 


young men who pen crunchy, TAKE TO THE SKIES tot.stoy, 
guitar-heavy songs titled “After AMBUSH REALITY/TINY EVIL 


the Devil Beats His Wife” and 
record for the punk label Tooth 
& Nail, All of which makes their 
soaring first single, “The Party 


Debut from U.K. sensations showcases 
an unlikely but thrilling blend of thrash 
and techno 


song’—featuring a chorus of “get Already big in Britain, Enter 
your party on!"—seem terribly Shikari bring a fresh twist to the 
out of character. Of course, it’s frequently botched dream of 


actually about a sad, 
fatherless girl who 
overdoes it on the 


dance floor (troubled 
chicks like this are the 
Calliope of pop punk), 


but it’s also deeply 
melodic and pleas- 
antly nonpreachy. 
It demonstrates a 





rocktronica. Where 
a the Prodigy merged 
ASTONIS Saas rave dynamics 
) FACT! with cartoon punk 
aia pie petal tantrums, Shikari 
ead grew up withou a, ee ea ee 
electricity in his Maple roe h h acking ou 
TACAIESIiCimitnice  vills Ww ith serenely 
until he was 13. celestial synth- 
ripples. On songs like 
“Return to Energiser,’ 












willingness to break away from Rou Reynolds's snarled verses 

orthodoxy, whether musical or give way to choruses that are 

religious, and this sets Emery literally choral—unison vocals 

apart from the hordes of simi- whose sustained notes and purity 4 

la rly disaffected yowlers. From of tone uplift the spirit like : | bd 
the quietly seething “World sunlight pouring through stained : 

Away” to the faux-disco beats glass. As fervent about dance 

on “Don't Bore Us, Get to the culture’s hands-in-the-air rituals 

Chorus,” this is screamo worth as punk and metal’s moshing and 


shouting about. 
ANDY GREENWALD 


DOWNLOAD: “The Party Song,” with a seamlessness that sustains 


“World Away” 









stage-diving, Shikari sequenced 
the album to resemble a mix-CD, Enter Shikari 
crash Frodo’s’ 
party. 
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The greatest living 
singer named 
“Jennifer Lopez.” 
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R.E.M. sit 
on their 
A.5.5.E.S. 


elation. Shikari are all about 
the release of constructive 
aggression, a credo symbol- 
ized at gigs when the singer 
instructs the crowd to take 
a break from its balletic 
mayhem and build a human 
pyramid. 

SIMON REYNOLOS 

DOWNLOAD: “Return to 
Energiser,” “Anything Can 
Happen inthe Next Half- 
Hour,” “Sorry, You're Nota 
Winner’ 


JENNIFER LOPEZ 


BRAVE tty 


EPIC 


A paean to happily married life, 


from a woman who's been married 
three times 


Jennifer Lopez has stepped 


up her game. On her sixth 
album, Lopez's 
vocals—famous 


much studio- 


rocals ASTONISHING 
for being not so FACT! 


of a good man can do (i.e., 
make one “brave”) over beats 
that feel stale and dated— 
like relics of the freestyle era. 
A happy marriage can work 
wonders, but it can’t make a 
musician out of Lopez. 

BAZ DREISINGER 


DOWNLOAD: “I Need Love” 


R.E.M. 
R.E.M. LIVE ee, 


WARNER BROS. 


A great live band issues its first 


live album, which isn't so great 


No one could accuse R.E.M. 


of living in the past. Plant- 
ing Michael Stipe’s voice 

at the fore of this double- 
CD/one-DVD chronicle of 
two February 2005 shows 

in Dublin, the band funnels 
25 years of dense, 
variegated, often 
sublimely muddy 
music through 


A RS ee Before Michael Stipe ‘secrannet. haga 
en lancec as randomly pulled R.E.M. its recent, hard- 
studio-gener- from the dictionary, the edged arena- 
ated—actually band considered the rock sound. 


verge on sound- 
ing human; her 
lyrics, usually concerned 
with who's dancing where 
in what club, take on a more 
honest, confessional feel. In 
other words, J. Lo’s music 
has been upgraded from 
quite bad to merely bad. So 
while a catchy tune like *T 
Need Love” finds her pour- 


ing her heart out, in a voice 
that’s almost bluesy, about 
needing true love because 
“there's no love up in the 
club,” most of the other 
tracks consist of self-help 
clichés about what the love 


name Negro Wives. 


It’s strange 

and sometimes 
fascinating to hear R.E.M’s 
oldest songs plaved so differ- 
ently, though vintage tracks 
are rare in a set concentrat- 
ing on 2004's mostly inert 
Around the Sun. A shame, 
because 1992's Automatic 


for the People contributes 


the show’s best moments: 
The quiet, circular melo- 
dies leave lots of room for 
the Irish audience, whose 
rapturous chanting is clear 
and loud, and the high point 
comes when the besotted 
crowd takes over on >> 
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Paparazzi magnet tries singing for a change 


BRITNEY SPEARS 


BLACKOUT €3€3eo/, 
JIVE 


BRITNEY THE POP singer has long been eclipsed by Britney the train wreck. Since 
her last studio album, she’s become the star of an epic public meltdown, chronicled 
in tabloids and blogs: two marriages, one annulment, multiple rehab stints, a con- 
cussed live-television debacle, a failed custody battle and various misadventures in 
baby-dropping, head-shaving and crotch-exposing. 

All of which makes the unfortunately titled Blackout an even more welcome sur- 
prise. Spears’s fifth studio album is her most consistent, a seamlessly entertaining 
collection of bright, brash electropop. As an exercise in damage control, ittakes two 
tacks. About halfthe songs revel in anonymity that, under the circumstances, comes 
as a relief. On the airy Eurodisco of “Heaven on Earth,’ the slinky R&B of “Why 
Should I Be Sad” orthe hypnotic pole-dance pop of “Gimme More,’ she could be any 
breathy starlet in the capable hands of ace producers. 

The other songs go for real-life frisson, acknowledging her status as a paparazzi 
magnet. There's “Freakshow” (as in “we can give em a... ”) and an obligatory flip- 
off to K-Fed, on which she declares, “I’m so damn glad it’s over.” Her media per- 
secutors get a lecture about karma on 
the synth-soaked “Piece of Me,” with x 
its vocoderized mantra—“you want 
a piece of me’—suspended between 
taunt and accusation. 

In anine-year metamorphosis, she 
has traded one fraught role for anoth- 
er—Goodbye, Lolita; hello, Joan of Arc 
(or Courtney Love). Now appearing as 
a martyr, she shows a mix of righteous 
resentment and self-mocking humor. 

Amid the heavily tweaked beats, 
Spears sounds both more knowing 
and more sympathetic than she ever 
has. That’s good for Britney the train 
wreck. And it might not be bad for 
Britney the pop star. Ses sean 
eishte se Check out our 
DOWNLOAD: “Piece of Me,” “Gimme More” es | . s 
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I'M OKIE; YOU'RE OKIE 


Idol's country star prefers dogs to boys 


CARRIE UNDERWOOD 


CARNIVAL RIDE €3€30>/, 
19/ARISTA NASHVILLE 


“HERE'S TO YOU, long shots,” sings Carrie Underwood on her 
second album. “You dark-horse runners/Hairbrush singers/Dash- 
board drummers.” The songis called “Crazy Dreams,’ and the moral 
is—spoiler alert!—sometimes they really do come true. Underwood 
would know: Two years ago, she was a beauty queen from Checotah, 
Oklahoma (population: 3,481). Then she won American Idol, sold 
6 million records and dated the quarterback of the Dallas Cowboys. 
It's enough to make even the biggest dreamer’s head spin, and on 
this likably dizzy follow-up, she still can’t believe herluck. 

Underwood grewup loving Bon Jovi, as wellas Martina McBride, 
and her deployment to Nashville had as much to do with Idol's 
desireto market acountry star as it did with her red-state roots. She 
showed surprising range on the debut, playing a pious parable-tell- 
er “Jesus, Take the Wheel”) one minute and avengeful fury “Before 
He Cheats”) the next. The styles she tries here are also appealing: 
adult pop, Hilary Duff fizz, even Hee Haw goofballery (“The More 
Boys I Meet” punch line: “... the more I love my dog”). But her big, 
crystalline voice still sounds best belting out tearful showstoppers, 
such as “I Know You Won't,’ a weary cri de coeur from a mistreated 
doormat, the emotional opposite of “Before He Cheats.” 


“When we're 
big stars, let's 
all buy socks.” 


THE CD WE’RE TOTALLY GAY FOR 


SAY ANYTHING 


IN DEFENSE OF THE GENRE Cote tay ty 
OOGHOUSEAS 


Humility is more Underwood's speed. Like “Jesus, Take the 
Wheel,’ in which any mess can be fixed with faith and the help of the | 
good Lord (oradecentset ofsteel-belted radials), this CDis devoutly eAnythitig 
fatalistic. “SoSmall” is a power-ballad version of the Serenity Prayer, ea 
while the title track imagines life as one big Tilt-A-Whirl: Some- 
times you're up, sometimes you're down (and sometimes you just 
need to barf). Cheery and unassuming, Underwood is a pleasant 


oddity: a pop star whose central belief is her own powerlessness. 
JOSH EELLS 


DOWNLOAD: “I Know You Won't,” “The More Boys | Meet” 


Recovering emo headcase aims to create his genre's Use Your Illusion 


say Anything auteur Max Bemis cracked up 
before the reissue of ...Js a Real Boy in 2005, 
and it’s easy to imagine he's gone back over 
the rails for its follow-up. Over two dises and 
27 songs, Bemis nuttily injects R&B thump, 
techno throb, Queen-style chanting and 
folkie mandolin into his emo. In his lyrics, 
which read like spew-heavy blog posts, he’s either whimper- 
ing or lashing out at the women, sycophants or romantic 
rivals around him. The result is a mess but—thanks to 
Bemis passion, humor and knack for inserting multiple 
hooks into a single song—an exhilarating one. For every 
stumble (the swing-meets-reggae hell of “That Is Why”), 
Bemis concocts at least three other zigzagging epics that trip 
over themselves but always recover. And as he shows in “The 
Truth Is, You Should Lie With Me” and “Goodbye Young 
Tutor, You've Now Outgrown Me,” among others, he crafts 
the best song titles since Morrissey. 

DAVID BROWNE 

DOWNLOAD: “People Like You 4re Why People Like Me Exist,” 
“An Insultto the Dead,” “Have at Thee!” 





Bo Bice is 
prettier than 


. ene iy Saat a 
ain FanamBer Man on the Moon’’s Ja, la, la. 


fas. At that moment—though, 
sadly, not at too many others— 
you wish youd been there. 


advantage is what she doesn’t 
know; she seems to have 
missed the memo about multi- 
platinum country stars going 


THEON WEBER snoozily M OK. I ler 10th studio 
DOWNLOAD: “So Fast, So Numb,” disc throws In some Texas and 
“Drive” Nashville, some blues changes 
and Bon Jovi cameos, some 
LEANN RIMES Tin Pan and some cornpone. 
— : The lighthearted genre- 
FAMILY #29 ty tay ty : 


hopping suggests nothing so 
CURB much as a Broadway smash 
NAlcalcniaat kara cinaae nn, about a restless country star, 
borrowing from many styles, 
beholden to none. Child bride 
— of the industry, with prodi- 
gious voice but no playbook, 
Rimes’ closest kin maybe >> 


Mississippi-born singer, youngest 
ever to win a Grammy, celebrates 
diversity 

With half her 25 years spent 
in the biz, LeAnn Rimes’s real 


UNDERWOOO: ANDREW ECCLES 
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Christina Aguilera. Like Xtina, 
whose recent Chicago-esque 
stylings Rimes revisits in the 
lead single, “Nothin’ Better to 
Do,” she's forever starring in a 
musical about her own talent, 
lacking a clear story but filled 
with showstoppers. 

JANE DARK 

DOWNLOAD: “Nothin’ Better to Do,” 
“Nothing Wrong,” “Good Friend 
and a Glass of Wine” 


SOULJA BOY TELLEM 


SOULJABOYTELLEM.COM totes 


COLLIPARKNTERSCOPE 


Interweb (and radio) sensation has a 
new dance... and another ... 

[f this 17-year-old 
Atlanta rapper made 
movies, they'd be 
for PSP sereens, 
unencumbered by 
detail but perky and eve-catch- 
ing—like an action flick starring 
Megan Fox. Soulja Boy's chart- 
conquering hit “Crank That 
(Soulja Boy)"—and, crucially, 

the dance that accompanied 
it—first blew up online; the 
nonsense chorus chant went viral 
as if it were the rap equivalent of 
LOLeats. Naturally, not all of this 
debut’s 13 tracks are diamond- 
slathered chains in the rough. 
But the formula here—choose an 
innocuous topic (a pair of shoes, 
say) and a minimal but cozy beat 
conducive to finger snaps, then 
devote deliciously slurred raps 
and a mantralike chorus to the 
topic—has a gratifying logic. 
And the album has one thing 
the single doesn't: good gags. 
“Yahhh!” amusingly equates 

fan ass-kissing with primal 
screams; Just Got My Report 


SCHOOL- 
HOUSE 
RAP 
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UNDER THE COVERS 


A Bob Dylan tribute album from 30 different views 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 


I'M NOT THERE 3€9t5< 
COLUMBIA 
SINGERS HAVE BEEN dipping into the Bob 
Dylan songbook ever since he started adding 
to the pool of material shared by the ’60s folk 
scene. Forty years later, he remains one of the 
most covered songwriters in rock, for the same 
reason actors still stage Shakespeare's plays: 
His work invites interpretation. Dylan's songs 
are outlines rather than blueprints, and their 
best performers, from Jimi Hendrix to Nina 
Simone to the White Stripes, understand: To 
record areverent Dylan cover is to get it wrong. 
This brings us to Todd Haynes's biopic, I’m 
Not There, in which Dylan is played by six dif- 
ferent actors, and its soundtrack, on which he's 
“played” by 30 different acts (including him- 
self: The two CDs end with a previously unre- 
leased Dylan recording from the 1967 Base- 
ment Tapes sessions). Two crackerjack bands 
make multiple appearances: the Southwest- 
ern indie-mariachi crew Calexico and the ad- 
hoc Million Dollar Bashers, who include half of 
Sonic Youth and guitar warlocks Tom Verlaine 
and Nels Cline, among others. The alt-rock 
singers are appropriately irreverent: When 
Chan Marshall (Cat Power) imitates Dylan’s 
mannerisms on her soul revue “Stuck Inside 
of Mobile with the Memphis Blues Again, 


you can almost hear her giggling. And Haynes 
wisely reached back to the first generation of 
Dylan interpreters—Richie Havens, Roger 
McGuinn and elderly Ramblin’ Jack Elliot, an 
early Dylan idol. 

Most performers are paired with songs that 
might as well have been written for them: The 
Yeah Yeah Yeahs’ Karen Ochews upthescenery 
of “Highway 61 Revisited; Sufjan Stevens finds 
the delicate spiritual clockwork within “Ring 
Them Bells” and the Hold Steady latch on to 
the bitter snarkiness of “Can You Please Crawl 
Out Your Window?” Some devotees try to out- 
obscure each other with song selection—the 
prize goes to Stephen Malkmus and Lee Ranal- 
do, who perform the unfinished 1966 fragment 
“Can't Leave Her Behind’”—but even that pays 
off, with Mira Billotte’s devastating, understat- 
ed “As I Went Out One Morning.” 

There are lapses in taste, especially Jack 
Johnson crooning a chunk of Dylan’s bab- 
bling poem “Last Thoughts on Woody Guth- 
rie.” But, as with Dylan’s discography, explora- 
tion leads to the discovery of hidden chambers 
and flawed jewels. The movie treats details of 
his career as silvery flashes of something too 
mercurial to pin down, and this resplendently 
untidy album does the same for his songs. 
DOUGLAS WOLK 
DOWNLOAD: Stephen Malkmus, “Ballad of a Thin 
Man”; Mira Billotte, “As | Went Out One Morning” 


Bob Dylan 
badly needs his 
ride pimped. 


Card” responds to an F-centric 
report card with a sampled plea 
to “throw some D's on it.” Simple 
pleasures rarely get any simpler— 
or more good-natured. 

NICK CATUCEI 

DOWNLOAD: “Crank That (Soulja 
Boy),” “Bapes” 


SPANK ROCK AND BENNY 
BLANCO 


BANGERS & CASH: THE 
ADVENTURES OF SPANK ROCK 
& BENNY BLANCO €9¢9/, 


DOWNTOWN 


‘80s raunch revived in this EP homage 
to Miami visionaries 2 Live Crew 


Last we heard from Spank 

Rock (2006's very promising 

Yo YoYo YoYo), the Baltimore MC 
was a pornographic Super Mario 
bouncing around a glitchy 

16-bit bass party. Endorsements 
by Bjork and Thom Yorke solidi- 
fied the pioneering rep. So what 
happened here? Instead of >> 


OVLAN: ELIOT LANDY /MAGHUM PHOTOS. 
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What do Bose" 
In-ear headphones 
sound like? 


“We compared the phones with other earbuds and were 
impressed with the clean sound definition of the Bose. 
Guitar-picking and vocals were vibrant. Hip-hop’s hard- 
driving bass reproduced well. Classical was rendered with 
concert-hall richness.” 

- CLAYTON COLLINS, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 


“In-ear headphones from Bose deliver amazing sound while 
providing a supremely comfortable fit...robust, realistic audio 
while resting unnoticeably in the ear...” 

- GRAHAM REED, NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 


"...sound quality that’s extremely well-balanced and natural- 
sounding from bottom instrumental notes to top..." 
- JONATHAN TAKIFF, PHILADELPHIA DAILY NEWS 


"The Bose in-ear phones deliver great bass...very natural bass, 
not the boomy kind. The rest of the sound spectrum is 
smooth and even.” 

- RICH WARREN, NEWS-GAZETTE 


“Sonically, the music is spacious and highly detailed...” 
- STEPHEN WILLIAMS, NEWSDAY 


We invite you to try them for 30 days and judge for 
yourself. Because the only way to really appreciate Bose® 
in-ear headphones is to personally experience them, our risk- 
free guarantee lets you take your time. So enjoy them with all 
your favorite music at home or on the go. You'll notice the 
difference the moment you put them on. 





To order Bose® in-ear headphones or 


to iearn more about all of our headphones: 


Call toll free 1-800-267-6095, ext. RK151 
Or visit us at Bose.com/RK151 


FMT a f- * 


Better sound through researche 


©2007 Bose Corporation. Patent nghts issued and/or pending. "he distinctive headphone owal design and two-toned black and whwte cord are trademarks of Bose Corporatios. Risk tree refers to 30-day trial 
only and does not include return shipping. Delivery is subject to product availablity. Quotes reprinted with permission. Clayton Collins, Christian Science Monitor, 3/23/07, weww.csmonitor.com, C_000272 
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the ecstatic sonic nonsense 
that made Spank Rock 

the weirdest party-rapper 
in vears, producer Benny 
Blanco transplants 2 Live 
Crew samples into a lame 
club full of cheap lasers, 

fog machines and plenty 

of clichés: siren whoops, 
tired trance lines, electronic 
fizzles. Too bad, because 
Spank Rock seems to have 
finally honed his filthy flow, 
deftly throttling from the 
drawl of “Shake That” to the 
nimble staccato of “Bootay. 
Let's hope this tepid EP isa 


lesson learned for the young 
MC: Tastelessness works for 


lyrics, not beats. 
ALEX BENENSON 
DOWNLOAD: “Bitch” 
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Neil'You ng: Wow, 

that's an old jalopy. 
And the car doesn't 
look so good, either. 


WEEN 
LA CUCARACHA 6363 63/, 


ROUNDER 





Fake “brothers” play semi-fake 


music, yet evoke real emotions 


Ween have always treated 
music as a costume party, 
and La Cucaracha, which 
opens with a mariachi 
“Fiesta” and closes with 

a David Bowie-flavored 
thank-you note, is a trick- 
ster's treatfest. When it 
comes to creating nuanced 
and irreverent, yet oddly 
touching, pop and rock 
simulacra, no one really 
touches pseudonymous 
Pennsylvania duo Gene and 
Dean Ween, still together 





Ween: “Ouch! ; 
Yoga is hard,” 


after 23 years. Comedy and 
trage 2 collide in the elec- 
troclash-reviving “Friends” 
(“a friend's a friend who 
knows what being a friend 
is, sings Gene) and the 
glam-rock guitar snarl of 
“Shamemaker’ (“Umina 
very defensive place"). The 
psychodrama may be faux, 
but the tasteless reggae 
minstrelsy of “The Fruit 
Man” and ironic Z4 Top 
raunch of “With My Own 
Bare Hands’ are great gratu- 
itous fun. 

RICHARD GEHA 

DOWNLOAD: “Blue Balloon,” 
“Shamemaker,” “Woman 
and Man” 


WHITE WILLIAMS 


SMOKE tytavty 
TIGERBEATE 


Cleveland 23-year-old makes 
grimy synth music to get laid to 





This must be the first CD in 
history to come with a credit 
for “hookah prop design.” 
The hookah creates the 
surreal smoke pictured on 
the CD cover and also seems 
to provide something intoxt- 
cating for the man known as 
White Williams. He's graphic 
designer Joe Williams by 
day, but boot up his laptop 
and he turns into an unholy 
Brian Eno-philiac, a 
connoisseur of Kraut-rock 
throbs and woozy sideways 
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guitar solos, leaky airlock vocals 
and lyrics an arm’s reach from 
making sense. Here come the 
warmed-over jets? No, because 
as groups like Hot Chip and LCD 
Soundsystem are making analog 
programs ring clear as Marshall 
stacks, Williams makes them 
sound mysterious, creepy and 
sexy again—even when geeking 
out on a cover of Bow Wow Wow’s 
big hit, “I Want Candy.” 

RU SMITH 


DOWNLOAD: “New Violence,” 
“| Want Candy” 


THE CD WE DIDN'T 
EVEN UNWRAP 





The. Cicéuit City, FYE, JUR Music World Computer World, 


ahd Amazon logos are trademarks of their respective owners. 


2007 Coby Electronics Corp. All rights reserved, 
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NEIL YOUNG 


CHROME DREAMS Il (oe eo'/, 


REPRISE 


Coot sings about elderly sexual urges 


It begins with a pleasant back- 
porch ditty about a bluebird. And 


just as you're wondering what's 


for lunch, Neil Young lurches into 
“Ordinary People,” an 18-minute 
dystopian hallucination of fixed 
prizetights, drug lords, vigilantes, 
the collapse of domestic industry 
and worker revolution. Young’s 
Les Paul erupts, horns nod to 
Springsteen Americana; it all 
recalls vintage mid-70s Young LPs 
like Zuma and American Stars 'N 
Bars. (This album is named for 

an unreleased 1977 set, Chrome 
Dreams.) But vintage doesn’t 
mean nostalgic. “Dirty Old Man” is 
the pissed, hilarious antithesis of 
his wide-eyed "70s signature “Old 
Man,’ and it rivals Nick Cave’s “No 
Pussy Blues” (see Grinderman) 

as the year’s best song about a 
deranged, horny graybeard. When 
this dude tours nursing homes, 
he’s gonna burn ‘em down. 


WILL HERMES 


DOWNLOAD: “Ordinary People,” 
“Dirty Old Man” 


Available at: 4) 
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BLENDER APPROVED 


THE BEST NEW RELEASES FROM THE PAST MONTHS 


KEYSHIA COLE 
JUST LIKE YOU 


GEFFEN 
More beautiful heartbreak from 
an R&B belter who approaches love 
like a street fighter. 


BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 
MAGIC 


COLUMBIA 
Backed by his blistering E Street 
homeys, the Boss seethes and sighs 
about a country gone off the rails. 








JAY-Z 
AMERICAN GANGSTER 
DEF JAM 
Hov stops rapping about beaches 
and endorsements and returns to 
his crack-cookin’, have-not heyday. 


BAND OF HORSES 
CEASE TO BEGIN 


sua pop 
Beard-y Seattle indie rockers sing 
gorgeous ballads about breakups, 
ghosts and NBA power forwards. 
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THE SONG REMAINS ... AWESOME! 


Reunited rock behemoths sang about fantasy books, yet still got laid 2, erik vavis 


LED ZEPPELIN 
MOTHERSHIP 6000' 
THE SONG REMAINS THE SAME (SOUNDTRACK) 


ATLANTIC/AHING 


Back in the 1970s, in lunchrooms across 
the land, kids told the tale of a band 
who'd sold their souls to the devil. The 
band was Led Zeppelin, and though 
the rumor was bogus, it was also reveal- 
ing, because it reflected the mythic stat- 
ure of this ferocious and fabulously suc- 
cessful band. They surpassed the Roll- 
ing Stones as the decade’s most popular 
group by crafting some of the crunchi- 
est and most evocative rock music ever 
made. But there was also something 
preternatural about them, even a little 
spooky. 

Just look at these fellows circa 1974. 
Robert Plant flounces around the stage 
like a horny faun, and when he’s not 
pillaging old blues records, he sings 
about Vikings and The Lord of the Rings. 
Jimmy Page has occult symbols stitched 

batt pants and plays guitar with a violin 
a a mastery that borders on mys- 


tery. ham is sometimes called 
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“the Beast,” a description of the way he 


pounds drums and booze and occasion- 
ally people. The demure bassist and ace 
arranger John Paul Jones seems like a 
nice guy, the Zeppo Marx of the bunch. 

What generated the myth, and what 
you can still hear, is Zeppelin’s unpar- 
alleled power: the power to seduce and 
enchant, to play louder and longer and 
looser than any other chart-toppers. 
Some scoffers thought this music sounded 
crude. Today it sounds prophetic: big, 
heavy beats, freak folk, atmospheric pro- 
duction, blistering attack. 

They emerged in 1968 and quit in 
AchsLOMMETS acclam sieyeletbiePMeturbel emmetwoyyelcte| 
in his own vomit. Mothership gives 
the peaks of that journey, providing a 
straightforward chronological sampling 
of the band’s evolution through eight 
studio albums. The restless pop-punk 
drive of “Communication Breakdown” 
returns a few years later as the myth- 
metal of “Immigrant Song.” The glow- 
ering Norse-rock of “No Quarter,’ which 
lays down a template for a million met- 
al bands to come, heads toward the East 
for the cosmic “Kashmir.’ 

Zeppelin was the ultimate album band, 


































so their collections always feel cramped. 
But like Christmas, they keep coming. 
(Because it includes the Tolkienesque 
“Battle of Evermore,’ 2002's Early Days 
€3 Latter Days may even be more satisly- 
ing than Mothership.) 

Mothership is remastered, or re-remas- 
tered, or maybe re-re-re-remastered. 
What this means mostly is that you can 
hear John Bonham as if he moved his 
drum kit into your brain, Bonham may 
not be rock’s most sophisticated or ener- 
getic drummer, but he is certainly its 
heaviest, and one of its funkiest. Just 
listen to the deep groove of “Trampled 
Under Foot” or the oft-sampled “When 
the Levee Breaks.” He’s also the highlight 
of the spruced-up DVD/CD soundtrack 
to the concert film The Song Remains 
the Same. Though occasionally incendi- 
ary, the 1973 performance is sloppy and 
subpar, and the extra tracks aren't half as 
good as the material on the live collection 
How the West Was Won. But Bonham car- 
ries the day: a primeval booty monster 
at the top of the heap, climbing toward 
heaven. 


Download: “Whole Lo 
Levee Breaks, 


When the 










TO SEDUCE ANT 
ENCHANT, TO PAY 
LONGERANDLOUDER. 
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THE SCORE 


CLASSIC 
GREAT 


GOOD 
MEDIOCRE 
FOUL 


MEGADETH 


WARCHEST 31/2 
CAPITOL 











Heavy box set from American extremists 
obsessed with death, killing and death 





There's a scene in the Metal- 
lica documentary Some Kind of 
Monster where Dave Mustaine 
bemoans getting kicked out of 
that band in 1983 for being a 
drunken louse, sounding like a 
dude who swapped a winning 
lottery ticket for a six-pack and 
a swollen liver. But this five-disc 
compilation, which includes 
rarities and alive DVD, proves 
his next band, Megadeth, has 
been more than a consolation 
prize for the combustible front- 
man. At their peak, on 1990's 
thrash tutorial Rust in Peace, 
Mustaine and Marty Friedman 
formed one of the genre’s defini- 
tive guitar tandems with wrist- 
spraining feats of metal soloing 
(“Hangar 18"). Too bad the 
redheaded Megadeth mainman 
went from singing about Satan 
(“The Skull Beneath the Skin”) 
to video games (“Duke Nukem’), 
as Megadeth devolved trom 
speed-metal standard-bearers 
to pop-metal has-beens, before 
resuscitating their career with 
thrash throwbacks as lethal as 
the band’s name promises. 

JASON BRACELIN 


DOWNLOAD: “Hangar 18," “Peace 


Sells” 


BLENDER APPROVED 


THE BEST REISSUES FROM 
THE PAST MONTHS 


IKE & TINA TURNER 
THE IKE & TINA TURNER STORY: 
1960-1975 


FAME LIFE 


R&B excellence meets domestic 
turbulence on this career-spanning | 
box from a raw-throated soul survi- 

vor and her jerkoff husband. 








PYLON 


GYRATE PLUS GOGG 
DFA 











One of the first great indie bands opened 
for U2 before splitting up in 1983 


“Cool,” a 1979 single tacked on to 
this first reissue of Pylon’s 1980 
Gyrate debut, describes the life of 
a small-town bohemian, hanging 
out in record stores awaiting the 
latest new-wave singles from New 
York or London. This quartet of 
Athens, Georgia, art students 
gave their favorite urbane noise— 
clean, scrappy guitars and starchy 
disco grooves—an exotic agrarian 
allure, Vanessa Briscoe barked 
like a psycho driving instruc- 

tor, but her punk PSAs (“read a 
book!”) and love songs (“feast on 
my heart!") felt like invitations as 
they pinged off Randy Bewley’s 
feisty chicken-seratch riffs. Local 
heroes the B-52’s and disciples 
R.E.M. would become vastly 
more successful, but Pylon made 
the college-slacker idyll seem as 
fun as fame, and cooler, too. 

JON DOLAN 


DOWNLOAD: “Feast on My Heart,” 


“Cool,” “Weather Radio” 


LUTHER VANDROSS 
LOVE, LUTHER 3e'/2 
EPIGIJ/LEGACY 


A complicatedly adult singer who died in : 
2005 after a stroke 








A consummate crooner, Luther 
Vandross became the defining 
R&B superstar of his era precisely 
when such a creature fell out of 
fashion—at the early-80s flower- 
ing of hip-hop and coffee-colored 
crossover pop. A soul traditional- 
ist before it became a movement, 
he tapped into both fathoms- 
deep pain and stratospheric joy, 
shooting out finessed vocal fire- 
works to articulate the nuances 
of love's eestasies and sears. 
Bypassing many of his black- 
radio and chart hits, this four-CD 
box gathers session work, duets, 
demos, live tracks and outside 
productions to create an aural 
biography of a vulnerable man 
who guarded his private life but 
sang openly of isolation and 
tears. The ‘90s brought a tangible 
decline in intensity and relevance 
that chronological fudging can't 
disguise. But his perfectionism 
ensures that the peaks chronicled 
from 1973 to 2005 are super- 
naturally high and the drop-ofts 
characteristically smooth. 

BARRY WALTERS 


DOWNLOAD: “Any Love,” “A House 


Is Not a Home,” “The Glow of Love” 


READ THOUSANDS OF REVIEWS 
AND MORE AT BLENDER.COM. 
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JOY TO THE WORLD 


A new film revives a doomed band s, nouctas work 


JOY DIVISION 

UNKNOWN PLEASURES ©3630 03'/, 
CLOSEROOOO 

STILL@ 

CONTROL ( various artists) Gey 

AHING 


Every word written by a suicide degrades into a suicide note, 
which is why the most famous event in Joy Division's career 
happened weeks after their final show. In May 1980, singer Ian 
Curtis hanged himself, petrifying all the mementos of mor- 
tality he'd recorded in a short career into foreshadowings of 
his own death. It’s worth listening past his mystique to the rest 
of what was going on in these records: the icy bridge Joy Divi- 
sion built to escape their punk-rock origins. 

They exiled hookiersongsto singles, some of which adorn the 
soundtrack of the new Curtis biopic, Control. Theirtwo intense, 
somber studio albums were focused by producer Martin Han- 
netts polished-marble tone. Unknown Pleasures, released in 
1979, inverts punks unified roar into distant alienation—Cur- 
tiss voice gropes toward Stephen Morris's mechanical beats, and 
Bernard Sumner’s guitar is almost smothered by empty space. 
Closer is even more hollow-eyed: Prickly synths and lurching 
grooves suggest an ascetic version of disco, and Curtis sings as if 
he’s hanging on bya thread, which, of course, he was. 

Still, originally issued in 1981, compiles outtakes, oddities 
and material from their haphazardly recorded final concert. 
Beyond the wrenching single “Dead Souls, it’s a salvage job. 
Each of these three expanded “Collector's Editions” carries a 
higher price due to an extra live disc, but Joy Division is best 
remembered by the sound of their studio albums, the echoing 
Pele Binicelerty aelaccHileimelcroulelceddelcimueysiaueyniecteemmuylaeners 
existential chasm as terrifyingly as Curtis's words did. 


Download: “She's Lost Control,” “Isolation,” “Love Will Tear Us Apart” 


lan Curtis: 
“Hello, Cleve— 
I mean, purgatory!” 
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Arcade Fire: 
“Can we get 

more flugelhorn 
in the monitor?” 


ARCADE FIRE/ 
LCD SOUNDSYSTEM 


BANK OF AMERICA ARENA, SEATTLE 
SEPTEMBER 24, 2007 (3303 


Halfway into their first song, LCD Sound- 
system pull an old DJ trick. “The time has 
come the time has come the time HAS 
COME,’ disheveled frontman James Mur- 
phy shrieks, and abruptly everything chang- 
es—the bass drops out, the beat shifts, the 
stage lights shut off, the disco ball flashes on 
and the kids on the floor whoop. It’s asimple 
piece of stagecraft, but LCD need all the visu- 
al help they can get; these New Yorkers are 
an explosive club band, but they're not much 
to look at. And they're opening for Arcade 
Fire, who have made an even more spec- 
tacular leap from the underground—both 
eroups are facing the challenge of how to fill 
spaces big enough to fit a growing audience, 
which tonight totals 5,400. 

The live incarnation of LCD is a dance 
band with the wild force ofa great indie-rock 
act. (It’s a miracle drummer Pat Mahoney's 
arms don't fall off as he batters through 
“All My Friends”"—like most of their songs, 
a memorial for youth culture.) Murphy 
exudes a kind of negative charisma, stand- 
ing around looking unkempt or grabbing a 
cowbell to imitate some moves from an old 
New Order video. Like tofu, his voice doesn't 


158 Blender.com 


S 4 


qf makeover 
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have much character of its own but takes 
on the flavor of its context. He concludes an 
hour of snarky disco with a drastic down- 
shift: the nakedly earnest, show-tuneish bal- 
lad “New York I Love You But You're Bring- 
ing Me Down.’ The crowd is baffled, which is 
probably the idea. 

LCD specialize in brainy, cheeky dance 
tracks about moving bodies; Arcade Fire are 
their mirror image, with arepertoire of total- 
ly unironic guitar anthems about matters 
of the spirit. A year ago, they were promis- 
ing young underdogs; nowtheyre some kind 
of Great Rock Hope, with an album (Veon 
Bible) that debuted at No. 2 despite near- 





zero radio play. On this tour, they're travel- 
ing with “25 or 30” people in their entourage, 


singer-guitarist Win Butler tells Blender 


after the show. The young, smart people who 
comprise indie-rock crowds have been itch- 
ing for something to shout along with and 
mean it, and that’s what Butler gives them, 
with the new album’s emotional take on reli- 
gion and eschatology—“Singin’ hallelujah 
with the fear in your heart,” as they put it in 
“Intervention.” 

Their stage setup is pretty churchlike, 
too. Designed by Paul Normandale (who has 
worked with Bjork, the prom queen of crazy 
sets), it includes a half-dozen light poles in 


ARCADE FIRE/LCD SOUNDSYSTEM parxine ot 


} 
#1, BARISTA 


MINOT, ND 


“T'm a huge LCD fan—] 
like his fat beats and his 
hot bass.” 


18, STUDENT 
WALNUT CREEK, CA 
“I'd never heard of either 
band, but my best friend 
played me a few Arcade Fire 
songs, and I'm excited to get 
to know some new music.” 





21, STUDENT 
SEATTLE, WA 
“T think Arcade Fire were on 
the soundtrack of some ski 
movie—that's where I first 
heard of them. They're 
really fun.” 
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LOU SUUNLAS 


LCD Soundsystem: 
Hippest. Blue Man 
Group. Ever. 


front of the band, a la Dan Flavin’s neon- 
tube installations. Video screens scattered 
around the stage show loops of TV chatter as 
the 10 band members hurl themselves into 
the opening song, “Black Mirror.” All the 
Arcadians play with body English, whether 
they're sawing at asilver-painted string bass 
or kneeling to batter at spare drums. Multi- 
instrumentalist Régine Chassagne is a fire- 
ball in a red minidress, singing passionate- 
ly, whether she’s near a microphone or not, 
and commanding a mammoth pipe organ 
on “Intervention.” Win’s brother Will runs 
around the stage like a kid on a sugar binge; 
halfway through “Rebellion (Lies),” he clam- 
bers halfway up a lighting tower, bashing at 
anything within reach of the drumstick he’s 
holding in his free hand. 


Tonight’s set, half old songs and half 


Neon Bible, is pretty much all climax: for- 
tissimo volumes, Springsteenian keyboard 
bombast, Win’s voice trembling with fervor. 
But even the parts that sound corny or over- 
done on record become jubilant onstage; by 
the time they reach their customary fina- 
le, “Wake Up,” one of the brass players is 
even hoisting his French horn overhead. 
The secret of Arcade Fire, though, is that 
they don’t sound merely huge but dispro- 
portionately huge, much bigger than their 
surroundings, and that gets harder as the 
crowds get bigger. They can’t be underdogs 
forever. Douglas Wolk 
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AFOO GOOD MEN 


Rock’s consummate bro-fessionals stage an intimate sing-along 


FOO FIGHTERS 


THE FILLMORE NEW YORK AT IRVING 
PLAZA, NEW YORK 


SEPTEMBER 20, 2007 €3@'/. 


Dave Grohl is close enough to high-five. 
It’s a Thursday night, five days before Foo 
Fighters’ new album hits stores, and the 
band is building some prerelease buzz at 
a sweaty, 1,000-capacity New York night- 
club—practically a living room compared 
to the arenas they usually play. Outside, the 
guest-list line stretches around the block, 
and desperate fans offer $300 for tickets. 
“The purpose of tonight is to play our new 
shit,’ Grohl tells a slightly bummed crowd. 
“But,” he adds to cheers, “it’s a good excuse 
todo a bunch of old shit, too.” 

Twelve years into their career, Foo 
Fighters are settling comfortably into the 
role of their generation's classic-rockers. 
They amble onstage with the casual self- 
assurance that comes with five Top 10 
albums and 19 Billboard hits; drummer 
Taylor Hawkins isso nonchalanthe doesn’t 
even bother to wear pants. (He opts for red 
gym shorts instead.) Atthis point, the Foos’ 
crowd-pleasing formula is so efficient, so 
expertly realized that it’s basically crit- 
ic-proof; hating them is like hating sand- 
wiches, or jeans. - 

That’semostly thanks to Gfoh|—alt- 


Dave Grohl, 
during a rare 
song in which 
he yells a lot. 


rock's genial, toothy Everydude. Watching 
him tonight, as he cracks jokes and teases 
emo kids, it’s easy to forget this ur-bro was 
in friggin’ Nirvana. (Though the music is 
a great reminder: lightning-flash dynam- 
ics, monster refrains and, of course, that 
Marlboro-ravaged scream.) Grohl hasarep 
as the Nicest Guy in Rock, buta more accu- 
rate descriptor might be Most Relatable. 
Even after a decade of frontman status, he 
still plays guitar like an enthusiastic kid 
(or a drummer), bashing out riffs instead 
of finessing them, while his best songs— 
“Everlong,” “My Hero,’ “Best of You”"—fea- 
ture big, fat choruses about big, fat feelings, 
fueled by a sense of urgent desire so vague 
as to be nearly universal. 

Lately, though, Grohl's yearning is get- 
tingspecific. He's 38,ahusbandanda father, 
and his new songs have domesticity on the 
brain. “Statues” celebrates a love as per- 
manent as bronze, and the acoustic “Come 
Alive” could double as a lullaby for his baby 
girl. (Though maybe he should stop before 
thescreaming part.) During the set-closing 
“Home,” a Daughtry-ish lament about life 
on the road, Grohl appears onstage alone, 
bathed in blue light and quietly caress- 
ing the piano. “All I want is to be home,” he 
sighs, sounding less like a mega-platinum 
rock star than a melancholy dad on a sales 
tripto Columbus. There goes our hero: He's 
ordinary. Josh Eells 
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Wig party: 
Cate Blanchett 
as Dylan. 


brilliant biopic sy vavin Fear 


THE BEST WAY to get a grip on Todd 
Haynes's extraordinary, mind-blowing I'm 
Not There (3! ) is to begin with what it 
isn’t: a Walk the Line-style biopic about Bob 
Dylan. For starters, the name Bob Dylan is 
never mentioned. Some chapters adhere 
to events with a rigorous fidelity and fea- 
ture dead-on impersonations, while oth- 
ers exist solely in the realm of far-out fanta- 
sy. And Haynes employs six different actors 
to portray the musical pioneer, including a 
13-year-old African-American boy, a fron- 
tiersman Richard Gere and—as the caustic 
65 edition—Cate Blanchett. Sound preten- 
tious? Itis. Does it work? For the most part, 
wondrously. 

I’m Not There is essentially the cinemat- 
ic equivalent of what Dylan did to Amer- 
ican music in the ‘60s: Haynes smashes a 
variety of influences together, keeps what 
moves him and creates a totally new vocab- 
ulary. The director has madea bootleg remix 
of Dylan’s life story that juxtaposes the facts 
with Warholian Pop Art, Godard’s wink- 
wink meta-tricks, cinema vérite, 4 Hard 
Day's Night, Beat literature and romantic 
poetry. Never mind the official version; this 
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THE FREEWHEELIN 
BOB DYLAN 


The actors they are a-changin Ayya@iesSueUee ee aie ae Emm Ole Cclalileleice 





is the biopic as The Basement Tapes. 

The film succeeds most during the sep- 
arate sequences starring Blanchett and 
Christian Bale; the actors mimic Dylan's 
mannerisms with eerie accuracy and man- 
age to capture the singer's prickly, know- 
it-all charisma. On the other hand, the 
overextended metaphor of the Gere sec- 
tion—set in Riddle, Missouri, where every- 
one wears masks—couldn't be more groan- 


worthy. Still, the overall accomplishment of 


I’m Not There outweighs the occasional off- 
key verses, and the inclusion of both origi- 
nal and cover versions of Dylan songs on the 
soundtrack serves as a nice complement to 
the kitchen-sink aesthetic. You walk away 
convinced not only that Haynes's gamble 
offers a peek into the psyche(s) of a genius 
but also that this is the only way you could 
make a movie about Dylan and do the slip- 
pery subject justice. 

A less successful foray into bold, out- 
side-the-box filmmaking is Youth Without 
Youth (@@'.), the first movie in a decade 
from famed director Francis Ford Cop- 
pola (The Godfather trilogy, Apocalypse 
Now). A sci-fi film about an elderly man 


(Tim Roth) who starts aging in reverse 
(don’t ask), it’s part intimate love story, 
part globe-trotting supernatural thriller, 


| THE EXCITED-O-METER 


We haven't seen ‘em yet ... and we're not even 
sure we want to 


OH very exciten 
SWEENEY TODD 
Tim Burton and JOHNNY DEPP team up once 
again, this time for a big-screen version of 


the Broadway musical about a killer barber 
and some mysterious meat pies. 





a 
EXCITED-ISH <> 
THE GOLDEN COMPASS be 


Hopefully this big-budget fantasy epic will be 
the next Lord of the Rings and not the second 


re of Willow. 
NOTSO MUCH " 
ALIENS VS. PREDATOR—REQUIEM 


Whoever wins, we all still lose. 








IM NOT THERE: JONATHAN WENK; SWEENEY TODO: LEAH GALLO; THE GOLDEN COMPASS: LAURIE SPARHAM/MEW LINE CINEMA: 


ALIENS ye Penne Tmo PROOF Ares Fe eee 


SUPERBAD: MELISSA MOSELEY; BOURNE ULTIMATUM: JASIN BOLAND; BEATLES: JERRY SUHAI ZBEHG/CUMBIS UUs Lint: NAVAN: Urnrios iW nuncio 


part metaphysical meditation on mem- 
ory and part personal statement about 
recapturing one's creative spark. Like 
I’m Not There, it’s a merry-go-round of 
stylistic tics; unlike Haynes’s magnum 
opus, however, this experimental epicisa 
bona fide mess without much of a payoff. 
Every so often, Coppola comes up witha 
beautiful shot or stages a sequence, like 
Roth's chat with some ghostly pub dwell- 
ers, that reminds you he’s still capable of 
brilliance. Youth Without Youth makes 
you wish Coppola himself could turn 
back the clock to when he was 35 and at 
the height of his powers. 

Did someone declare December teen- 
heroine month and not tell us? Young 
women, ranging from the spunky to the 
downright scary, are at the center of no 
less than three new films. The best of the 
bunch, Juno (6), features Ellen Page 
as a high school senior who finds herself 
knocked up by Superbad’s Michael Cera. 
The deluge of sarcastic, slang-heavy dia- 
logue at the beginning of the film is almost 
unbearably self-conscious and snarky, 
but director Jason Reitman (Thank You 
for Smoking) wisely tones things down 
once the young woman signs up to be a 
surrogate mother for yuppies Jason Bate- 
man and Jennifer Garner. What starts 
out as an exercise in sourpuss cynicism 
turns into a genuinely sweet comedy, and 
even the twee soundtrack (courtesy of 
the Moldy Peaches’ Kimya Dawson) can’t 
ruin things. 

Persepolis (906/.) is an animated 
adaptation of Marjane Satrapi’s autobi- 
ographical graphic novel about grow- 
ing up loving heavy metal and Adidas in 
1970s Iran. This coming-of-age movie, 
which Satrapi codirected, replicates the 
writer-artist's minimalist, black-and- 
white style down to the last squiggle, add- 
ing immensely to the feeling of watching 
a stunning moving-picture book. Just as 
compelling is the way the film is able to 
filter three decades of political turmoil 
through the eyes of one angry, confused 
exile. You'll never hear that “symbol of 
Western decadence” knownas Iron Maid- 
en's Killers the same way again. 

As for director Mitchell Lichtenstein’s 
Teeth (9 )—in which a goody-two-shoes 
high school student (Jess Weixler) dis- 
covers that her vagina has grown teeth 
and proceeds to use her fearsome lady 
parts to exact revenge on a host of sexual 
predators—the less said the better. Lich- 
tenstein flirts with the idea that his char- 
acter’s condition is some significant fem- 
inist statement, but the many poorly 
staged gross-out moments—oh, yes, 
there will be shots of chewed-up penis- 
es—make this little more than a crude bid 
for cult-movie status. 
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APPROVED 


_ Missed them in the 
theater? Catch them 
| on DVD. 


_ SUPERBAD 
Geeks gone wild! A 
hilariously filthy, 
touching teen comedy. 


_ THE BOURNE 

_ ULTIMATUM 
Spy Matt Damon 
discovers his origins, 
kicks much ass, 





LASTGOOD — 
MOVIE YOU SAW? 


DAVE 
NAVARRO 


“THE BRAVE ONE. Jodie 
Foster is a tough broad, 
but | also loved the rela- 
tionship she had with 
Terrence Howard. That 
was very powerful and 
touching.” 
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THE BEATLES| travel the globe, acting silly ina 


marijuana-fueled comedic romp sy RYAN DOMBAL 


HELP! 


(APPLE CORPS LTD./EMI) 
BOOS 


THE PLOT OF the Fab Four’s 1965 follow-up to A Hard Day’s 
Night can be summed up pretty easily: Clueless Ringo gets a big 
ring stuck on his finger; a madcap farce ensues when/a murder- 
ous swami tries to get his jewelry back, But Help! isn’t about story 
or character arcs—it’s about four spectacularly famous young men 
acting like silly schoolboys while traipsing the globe < 

some of the most indelible songs ever fecorded (“Tic 

“You're Going to Lose That Girl”). This two-disc reissue includes 
a half-hour making-of documentary that offers insight into the, 
um, inspiration behind this comedy’s yle goofi- 
ness. Recalls director Richard Lester: ‘ ot smok- 

] 





ing was being done.” 
~~ : 


JAY-Z 
CLASSIC ALBUMS: 
REASONABLE DOUBT 


(EAGLE VISION) 

Oooo 

Jay-Z’s 1996 debut 

is lovingly analyzed 

in this documentary, 
which boasts vintage 
concert footage and 
interviews with Jig- 
ga, Mary J. Blige and 
Foxy Brown. Jay-Z of- 
fers poignant stories 
from his childhood and 
expounds on the other 
motivations behind his 
classic album’s dense 
prose, 


SIGUR ROS 
HEIMA 


(XL) 

OOod'/, 

Last year, ethereal Ice- 
landic quartet Sigur 
Ros treated their native 
country to a series of 
free, unannounced gigs 
in small towns. This 
tour doc combines the 
band’s epic soundscapes 
with images of Iceland’s 
majestic open-air vistas 
and too-perfect water- 
falls, making for a visu- 
ally stunning film—and 
a very effective tourism 
commercial. 





THE BEST OF THE REST 


FLIGHT OF THE 
CONCHORDS: 

THE COMPLETE FIRST 
SEASON 


(HBO) 

Sooe 

Somewhere between 
This Is Spinal Tap, Na- 
poleon Dynamite and 
the life of every two- 
bit band trying to make 
it in New York lies this 
very quirky, very funny 
musical comedy series 
about “New Zealand's 
fourth-most-popu- 

lar folk parody duo.” 
The only downside: no 
extras. 
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ROCK-STAR GAMES 


Two music games vie for a spot under your Christmas tree ( zy cise Goan ) 


GUITAR HERO III: LEGENDS OF ROCK 


REDOCTANE/ACTIVISION: XBOX 360, P33, PS2, Wii 


tte 


ROCK BAND 


MTV GAMES. XBOX 360, PS3 


GOGS'), 


=e The Beatles vs. the Stones. Blur 

FAUX vs. Oasis. Sharon Osbourne vs. 
CER? Josh Homme. For decades now, 
SEE vock fans have been picking sides 
in one music-world feud after 
another. This holiday season, we get the ulti- 
mate rock & roll video-game matchup: Guitar 
Hero II vs. Rock Band. Like its popular prede- 
cessors, Guitar Hero IIT: Legends of Rock is an 
immensely fun test of how skillfully you can fin- 
ger the multicolored buttons ona plastic guitar 





Guitar Hero IIk: 

_ Looks like somebody 

| maxed out her Hot 
Topic gift card. 
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controller, Virtual shredders tired of the solo 
life can turn to Rock Band, which is all about 
teamwork, allowing up to four people to jam 
using an ersatz guitar, bass, mic and drum set. 

GHIIT doesn’t mess with the Guitar Hero 
formula much. Of course, there’s a new batch 
of 73 songs to play—including “Anarchy in 
the U.K.” by a reunited Sex Pistols and hits 
from Metallica and Guns N’ Roses. And this 
time around, most of the songs are the origi- 
nal recordings, and not chintzy covers (the 
same is true for the 40 tracks included with 
Rock Band). But the only major changes are 
the addition of an online-play component and 
supertough “boss battles” against digitized ver- 
sions of Slash and Tom Morello. 

Onscreen, Rock Band looks and feels an 
awful lot like GHII, which isn’t surprising, 
given that Rock Band developer Harmonix cre- 
ated the first two Guitar Hero games. But the 
__— addition of the mic and drums—and the 
ability to team up with anyone online to 
form a global supergroup—takes Rock 
Band to another level entirely. The drum 
set is Rock Band's piece de résistance; 
on the harder levels, banging the pads 
requires near-Bonham-like precision. 

Rock Band's big drawback is that all 
this hardware doesn’t come cheap: The 
full guitar/drum/mic package for Xbox 
360 and PS3 will set you back $170. (By 
comparison, GHIIT, which comes with 
a single guitar, runs $99.) But if you can 
swing it, Rock Band is the way to go. The 
joy of forming an impromptu fab four and 
jamming along to Nirvana’s “In Bloom” 
ranks as the single most satisfying video- 
game experience of the year. 
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CRYSIS 


EA GAMES: PC 
9000 


It’s easy to get caught up in the 
visuals: the sunlight glinting off 
the gently rolling ocean, the trees 
waving in the breeze. Amazing 
graphics aside, Crysis is one kick- 
ass first-person shooter. You're 

a U.S. soldier who dons experi- 
mental nano-armor that makes 
you harder, better, faster, stron- 
ger—and sometimes invisible. 
You'll need those powers to fight 
the enemies: scheming North 
Koreans and cranky alien invad- 
ers. No, they're not in league with 
each other—that would be crazy. 


MASS EFFECT 


MICROSOFT: XBOX 360 
he De Dole ic 


This sprawling space opera feels 
suspiciously Lucas-like, which 
makes sense: It was created by the 
team behind the Star Wars role- 
playing game Knights of the Old 
Republic. Mass Effect’s game-play 
is incredibly varied—busy shoot- 
outs alternate with long chats 
between characters, courtesy of an 
inventive dialogue system. Think 
of it as My Dinner With Andre ... 
in space! With explosions! 


THE SIMPSONS GAME 


FA GAMES, XBOX 360, PS3, Wii 


aa) 


Simpsons nerds will appreciate 
this game's sense of humor— 
there are levels named “Medal 

of Homer” and “Grand Theft 
Scratchy’—and the actual voices 
from the show's cast. But beyond 
that, The Simpsons Game is stan- 
dard running-and-jumping fare. 
Levels are short and simple, and 
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range from sidesplitting fun to 
dinner-at the-Flanderses dull. 


NEED FOR SPEED: 
PROSTREET 
EA GAMES: XBOX 360, PS3 


OOS!) 


The Need for Speed series shifts 


gears from arcade-style under- 
ground racing to a more realistic 
simulation game, You can drive a 
fully loaded Nissan GT-R Proto 
or one of 60 other cars around 
hairpin turns in re-creations of 
real-life tracks around the world. 
Gone are the series’ usual cop 
chases, but the new ability to 
total your car keeps this from 
feeling like a day at traffic school. 


UNCHARTED: DRAKE'S 
FORTUNE 


SCEA; PS3 
Coty Coty 


Uncharted is a lot like Tomb 
Raider—if the latter starred 
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a dreamy dude named Drake 
instead of buxom heroine Lara 
Croft. Wait, where are you going? 
Uncharted is more than worth 
your time. As Drake, you'll 
search for a treasure hidden on a 


jungle island, all the while taking 


out bad guys and solving puzzles 
worthy of MacGyver. 


UNREAL TOURNAMENT III 


MIDWAY: P33, PC 


SOG 


With new, online multiplayer 
killfests like Enemy Territory: 
Quake Wars satisfying gamers’ 
bloodlust worldwide, it’s easy to 
forget Unreal—the series that 
introduced a whole generation 
to online shooters. While newer 
shooters involve complex battle 
plans and strategic thinking, 
Unreal is all about the simple joy 
of the death match. Still, despite 
improved graphics, U'TT/ feels 
far too much like a trip in the 
Wayback Machine to 1999. 
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Why did Three 6 
Mafia's DJ Paul (left) 
and Juicy J cross 


the road? To gett 
Ozzfest, apparently 


GEEK FILES 


This month, Juicy J of Memphis rap duo Three 6 Mafia 
proudly lets his dweeb flag fly 


Last good game played: Ca// of Juarez. You play a reverend— 
there’s a part where you can read the Bible while shooting your 
gun. It’s crazy. 


Favorite classic game: Destroy All Humans! It’s fun because 
youre an alien pulling people's brains out, using sonic powers. 
Or maybe psychiatric powers. I don't know what you call it. 


Tour-bus staple: I love war games like Call of Duty. I like being 
an American and going after the enemy. 


Postshow ritual: games or groupies? Both! A game is a game, anda 
groupie is a game. Hey, you gotta get a high score, right? 


A Three 6 Mafia game would look like: It would take place in the 
hood in Memphis. We would go to every bar, eat up all the 
barbecue, take all the groupies, and then we'd probably sit at 
home and do nothing—maybe make prank calls. 


Geek rating, ona scale of f to 10: Five. I spend about half my time 
playing video games. You can’t play games all the time and 
think the bills are gonna get paid—unless you got a video game 
that you pay bills on! Mark Yarm 
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A Fine Frenzy. 
One Cell In The Sea 


The best venue to discover great new: bands. 


Each month, we scour the music scene to find the most promising, talented and innovative new artists. 


When you want fo check out some new music, head fo Best Buy where there's never a’cover charge. 


Look for our Find ‘Em First section in store and at BestBuy.com® 


33668 © 2007 Best Buy. All Rights Reserved. BEST BUY, the BEST BUY logo and the tag design are trademarks of Best Buy Enterprise Services, Inc. 








HOW TO ORDER 
1. Create a new text message and enter 
MUSIC TONES the item code (e.g. ME1) 


ight Thurr - Chingy ME1 2. Send the text message to 


ean Wit It, Rock Wit It - ME2 vf { 8 8 8 


em Franchise Boyz ft. Peenu 3. The content will be sent 
e Ice Baby - Vanilla Ice ME3 directly to your phone 


eautiful - Snoop Dogg ft. ) 
narrell ME4 


mbitionz Aza Ridah - 2Pac MES 





MUSIC TONES 


odies - Drowning Poo! ME6 
\int Mad At Cha - 2Pac ME/ 
ae Rims - Dem Franchise MES 
yz : Z ; 
; Going Down - Daz Dillinger MES a ecelNii7: | 









s. New Booty (I Found You) ,,-4,. 
3ubba Sparxxx ME11 


yphy - E40 Tae aw | 
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2e/ Good Inc. - Gopilaz ME13. 


ock Star - N.E.R.D. ME14 | 

Sot 5 On It - Luniz ft. aoe 
ichael Marshall SRE FAST & FUR wee 
anescence =e al 


RING TONES 


hain Hana Low - Jibbs 





hawty - Plies ft. T Pain PES 
his Is Why Im Hot - a eM 
heMIMS ee : 
hortie Like Mine - Bow Wow 
. Chris Brown 


et It Shawty - - Lloyd See rEG 
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lakes Me Wonder - | 
laroon 5 PE/ 
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mbrella - Rihanna ft. Jay-Z “PES : 
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Works with AT&T, Sprint, T Mobile and Verizon Wireless. Mobile Games not available on Verizon Wireless. Get 10 bonus download credits 
| in the ist month then 10 credits/mth for $9.99/month subscription. Age 13+ only, Bill Payer permission required. Charges are billed to phone bill. 
replacea ble 2 Beyo nce | Standard Rates Apply. To cancel subscription text STOP PP to 77888. ©. Artist names and images are for identification only. 
a — me All Rights Reserved. SUPER KO BOXING is a trademark of Glu Mobile. © 2006-2007 Glu Mobile, Inc. All rights reserved. © 2007 Activision 
Publishing, Inc. Activision and Call of Duty are registered trademarks of Activision Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. All other trademarks and 





trade names are the properties of their respective owners.PGR and Project Gotham Racing are trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies. 
All other trademarks are property of their respective owner. Terms and Conditions are www.playphone.com 


® Images courtesy of AMG and EMI music 
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Swap photos, texts and videos with single people looking to date now. Get free picture profile 
with no subscription charges. To contact one of the member 


s below, simply text their ID to 










= 1% . - | 


ID: MOR321 Me ip: viaai7 | ae 
Morgan, 24 Mia, 25 mm Stacey, 21 
Nashville, TN San Antonio, TX Venice, CA 


me 5 Sent 
ID: TAY3S63 

Taylor, 25 

| Las Vegas, NV 


ID: ASH367— 
Ashlyn, 25 
Kansas City, KS 


110: GAB312 
| Gabriella, 22 
| San Jose, CA 





—l— Bece. ile | Gl 
ID: ELI323 | 10: BET363 | Dees ID: REN395 | Dee 
Elizabeth, 31 | Betsy, 21 | BEG ey: Renne, 20 me Patricia, 37 


ID: BON3S26 
im Bonnie, 19 
Lexington, SC Dallas, TX | Brooklyn, NY | Queens, NY i Van Nuys, CA i Virginia Beach 





d bd LS al 4 du Lt | | =4 / : i \) at Res a8 
ID: CAR321 | ID: GRA32S ID: LOKR3S2 ID: PAIS 26 | 1D: KIM353 ID: RUBS42 
Carol,24 Grace, 29 mm Lori, 26 Paige, 23 | Kimberley, 23 | Ruby, 22 
Omaha, NE | Jersey City, NJ | Ee §@ Santa Monica, CA Albuquerque, NM_ {i Chicago, IL 


To send a person a photetrom your cell, send it asa 
multimedia messageqiMMs) to 
e.g. I3@ 
Consenting adults may exchange contact details after 3 texts. Send CHANGE at any time to chat with another member. To find men, text DATE GUY to 85588. This is NOT a subscript 
service, Please note: when sending photos you must send them as MMS messages. You must enter the address, ID@usa85588.com, where you would normally type the cell num 


_ Pictures are free and texts cost max $1.99 to receive. You will only be sent one text for every message we send, We remind you to take sensible precautions when giving out any pe 
information. We may send you free picture profiles when new members join the service but you can send STOP ALERTS at any time to prevent this, For full Ts and Cs go to www.usa855 


AOCKABILIAS 
URCE 
MUSIC MERCHANDISE SD” ones 


R 45.000 1TEMS FROM» ' 
OUR: FAVORITE BANDS 5 


«BABYDOLL S sl OF IGSLEEVES * BEAN IES” 
SWEATSHIRTS» BELT BUCKLES » WRISTBANDS 
5S © DVDS » STICKERS » WALLETS «AND MORE... 


eMPainih canteen teens, 
39 Dept 391 * Chanhassen MN, 55317 
visit wna ROCKABILIA.Com 


T the Original Swedish Ropes Formula 
wwwiRopexUSA.com 


SincreaseyejaculateaVvolume 
JEXxperiencersthongem@rgasms 
JEastemRecovenvanomoecondlorgasm 


aMaintaingstrongisexuallHealth 


TOVvenoMilliongsoldiworldwide 


Call Today! | 
www.RopexUSA.com or (888) 799-6979 
meme (Orders By Mail; Send To: 


New Generation Labs 
checks accepted by mail © 42905 §,W. 132 Street, Suite 4 
Miami, FL 33166 _ 
1 Ropex: $39.95 +$4.95 Shipping = $44.90 
Special Offer: Order 2 Ropex, Receive 3 bottles! 
9/9. 90+59. 95 Shipping = ad 65 


e ‘ ee 
E YOUR OWN Bae ne os a 


ICKERS 


we fi c E "ES be 


NHATEVER YOU WANT fee. 
ICKERJUNKIE.COM © 


R PROMOCODE: BLENDER 


To be worn mainly with 
Denim, and never ...under 
any circumstances with a 
tie. Check out the shirts 
that quarantee you score at 
www.englishlaundry.com 
Enter code “blenderEL” to 
receive a 10% discount 
through 12/31/07 


cae ty 
ru 


won el © 
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BEST DEALS © 


GENUINE 


(etcul ye AR.com 


100% SATISFACTION 


FULL WARRANTY 


‘To Advertise on this page Contact SLG Media Inc. 
914-934-7100 ext. 125 or e-mail Jromano@sig-inc.com. 
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shown: Ruby Velour Lounge Set 





+ send her a 
Jajamagra m 


Choose from hundreds of great 
styles. Each PajamaGram comes 
with a lavender sachet, gift card, 
and Do Not Disturb sign, delivered 
in a beautiful hat box. 
ALL FREE! 


1.800.GIVE.PJS 
PajamaGram.com 





Free 30 Day Supply *See Details Below. 


Size Does 


Matter! 


FREE 
OFFER! 
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‘Xomax 


« Mizgfe Serva! Enhancement Form 






IJow there is an All-Natural non-prescription pill to make you... 





Bigger, Thicker, Longer 


Guaranteed Results 


et serious about having the biggest, thickest, 
longest penis possible. Don't waste any more 


time on cream, sprays or products that have not been 


proven. Start seeing real results today, take XOMAX 
now! Women will crave your new penis like never 
before. You don't have to wait months, weeks or even 
days to get the results you want. You'll start to see 
noticeable gains with your very first dose. 


XOMAX is Superior to All Male 
Enlargement Pills! See For Yourself 


Other Brands 


Don't measure up 





Concentrated Formula 


This new highly concentrated formula makes all 
the difference in the world. Never before has 
there been an all-natural formula that works as 
fast and effectively as XOMAX. To increase the 
size of your penis, you need a solution that works. 
You won't find a more potent formula for growth 
and development of your penis —it’s proven! 


Xomax is Better 


MOMAX was put to the test! By comparing the 
three leading brands of male enhancement pills to 
AOMAX, the results were incredible! XOMAX was 
found to work |0 times faster, with size increasing 3 
times more than the competition. Don’t waste your 


oo" FREE 4 
ewe DVD WITH | 
PURCHASE 


Ultimate Sexual Pleasures 





Mate Magnet Cologne 


The Perfect Aphrodisiac 
This revolutionary new men's cologne contains genuine 
human sex pheromones, Women will be influenced by 
your scent and won't be able to keep their hands off 
you. Using pheromones have been proven the most. 
forgeous women will desire to have you inmedi- 
ately. [t's so easy to seduce women, get more 
dates, have more sex. 

“since I've been using MATE MAGNET, | have had sev_ 
eral attractive women come after me. lm very happy.” 
—DH, Ohio 


Sexactivator 

Women have reported that they become incredibly sexu- 
. ally excited when they take SEXACTIVATOR. This mag- 
ical wonder liquid can be taken orally. or put in any drink. 
~ et Within minutes after use, your woman's desire to have 
; sex with you will be uncontrollable. Some 
e women say that they love when their man 
puts a few drops in their favorite drink with- 
out them knowing. They say that it turns them 
on even more, 
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time and money on products that don’t deliver. Get 
a penis women will crave and men will envy with the 
best super concentrated formula -KOMAX. 


Maximum Potential 


You'll be the envy of every man. With your new 
extra big hard penis, you'll be able to penetrate 
deeper and fill your sex partner with satisfaction 
she's never had before. You'll have no worries of 
premature ejaculation or going soft, your confi- 
dence will skyrocket with your bigger, thicker, 
longer penis. 





Another Satisfied Customer 


“Hi, my name is Mike. | want to tell you bow 
thrilled 1 am with your product XOMAX. I've tried 
many other pills and they don't work as well as 
XOMAX. My wife is amazed al the difference in our 
love making sessions.” 

M.G. Los Angeles, GA 


Call Any Time 
1-888- 598- 3516 
Fax: 239-643-2356 
www.xomax-man.com 
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Send coupon with payment to: 


‘Nutritional Science Laboratories, PO. Box | 1269, Naples, FL 34101 
QTY PRICE TOTAL 


ave over $419.90 
sess] | am 
FREE 30 Day 
 |stissel | 


' SAVE EVEN MORE: Buy 3 get 3 free S0% off (817997 —* 
es 


' Discreet Billing - Privacy Ensured 





Buy 5 get / FREE 





1 
! 
I 
i] 
} 
! 
! 
t 
l 


Bu 2 Get | Free 


''{1 Month Supply Xomax 
Ceopererea Regular $59.95 - Save $30 
' Turns your woman wild! 
1 Mate Magnet - Regular $59.95 - Save $30! 
i Instantly attract women 


' Seas and Handling: 


$19.99 










, standard Delivery — 
12-3 Day Rush Delivery 
| TOTAL AMOUNT 
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FAQ About Xomax 


Q. How soon do you see results ? 
| A. Most men see results with their first dose 
and increasing results over 60 - 90 days. 


Q. Are the results permanent? 

A. For most men, if Xomax is taken continuous- 
ly for three to four months followed by a main- 
tenance program the results are permanent. 


Q. How much growth can | realistically expect? 
A. Up to 5 inches or more with a increase in 
width of 50% 


Q. ls Aomax natural? 

A. Xomax is 100% natural, safe and Doctor rec- 
ommend for those looking for advanced penis 
enhancement, plus Xomax has no side effects. 


}Q. What makes Xomax the #! natural penis 
| enhancement formula? 


A. Xomax has a highly effective proprietary 
blend of concentrated nutrients. These natural 
compounds are amazingly stimulating to the | 
male penis. You won't find a stronger blend of | 
nutrients in any other male enhancement prod- 
uct. The reason? Xomax contains extremely | 
expensive imported ingredients and many man- 
ufacturers won't spend that kind of money. 
Instead, they pass off less expensive ingredients, 
such a Ginseng or low end forms of L-Arginine. 


Q. Is Xomax guaranteed to work? 

A. Xomax is 100% GUARANTEED! If you're 
not completely satisfied, return the bottle(s) 
within two months to receive a refund. Men 
now have an effective way to increase the size 
of their penis. Why pay for imitations that will 
not solve the problem? You may spend a little 
more on Aomax, but the results will be worth 
it! You often get what you pay for. So remember 
that the genuine ingredients in Momax are 
GUARANTEED to work! Order today —the 
best money can buy! 





Check payment method: 
Lj Check. 4 Plane order 


ES 


Name on the card: 
Card Number: 


J Cash 








Expiration Date; 





Name: 
Street Address; 

ee 
State: 


Signature: 
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* inal ‘idual resules may vary, These statements have not been evaluaved by the FDA. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat. cure, or prevent any disease 


holiday gift list 
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Q) Wedge / Rame Combo 
Perfect platter to serve up your 


holiday treats. New angles, 


new positions, Free $100 gift too! 





Handmade © ce oF Ho 
Cigars 


These intimate offerings of 
bliss and buzz Now 25% off! 





Here’s your chance to savor 12 hand- 
rolled cigars from some of the most 
elite cigar makers. In addition to the 
legends mentioned above you'll alsa 
find Padron, Punch and more in the 
Thompson Baker's Dozen... 
introductory priced at just $29.95! 
Completing our Baker's Dozen is a 
13th BONUS Cigar! This incredible 
smoke was created exclusively for 
Thompson Cigar by C.A.0. and is 
offered nowhere else! 


Plus you'll receive a FREE Aluminum 
Travel Case... as our gift! This sturdy 
case, regularly a $30 value, keeps 
your cigars in perfect condition. 





(3) Lingerie & Dress Up 


Burlesque to temptress. Couture 







lingerie in silk, leather, latex. 


See our steamy video review, 





www.thompsoncigar.com 


To get this special offer online, 
just type T7575 in our home 
page search bar and click GO 


Get your Baker's Dozen now! 
13 top-notch brands for $29.95 + $4.95 
shipping & handling (#988128).(All shipments 
to AK, Hi, Guam, Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico must 
go priority mail - add an additional $10.00. Florida 
residents add 6% sales fax + appropriate county tax). 
Remittance of any taxes on orders shipped to a location 
outside of Florida is the responsibility of the purchaser. 
in the event we are out of a Premium brand, Thompson 
reserves the night to substitute another premium brand 
cigar, of equal or greater value. Limit one per customer. 


OFFER EXPIRES 1/31/08 * NOT AVAILABLE 

TO MINORS AND GOOD ONLY IN THE USA 
(PLEASE, ALL WRITTEN ORDERS MUST INCLUDE 
YOUR DATE OF BIRTH AND YOUR SIGNATURE) 


Dept. T7575 (4) Zeppelin” Love Craft 


America’s Oldest Mail Order Couples, threesomes all aboard 
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Cigar Company Est 1915 to.a rocking excursion of lust only 
ATS PO. Box 31274 limited to one's imagination. 


THOMPSON) Tampa, FL 33631-3274 
800), INCE ~ Fax: 813-862-4605 





liberator.com 
666-S42-72s5 
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THE PERFECT TICKET 
ORGANIZER 


Our Ticket Albums hold up to 96 tickets 
in custom designed ticket pockets. Years 
of concerts become pages of memories, 
preserved for years to come. Reminisce 
with friends all of those concert nights! 
3 styles to choose from: $8.95 to $11.95. 
877.967.9622 TicketAlbums.com 





CLASSIC AMERICANA 
From the official supplier of the USA Air 


STERLING SILVER THAT ROCKS Force A-2 leather jacket! The Cockpit USA 


Original hand assembled jewelry will make hooded 100% wool hunter's plaid jacket 

her sparkle this holiday season. With over with pouch pockets, knit cuffs and waist- 

320 completely original items, there's some- band worn over the Cockpit USA “Bag of 
thing for girls and guys! Bones” WWII aviator’s tee. 


oe 


951.279.9737 FemmeMetale.net | 800.354.5514 x29 CockpitUsa.com 
| 
| 
| 





10K Ms, NOHAND sor ene Tae ea 


At the tone, the time will be 10:15...within Safe Sax™? With color, creativity & style, 
a minute or two. The Abacus watch is for these great conversation starters promote 
those who refuse to be enslaved by the healthy sexuality with a sly sense of humor. 
almighty minute hand. We have an entire Partial proceeds benefit AIDS education 
collection of unusual and affordable organizations. More colors and styles at on 
timepieces! the web. 

| 949.632.1145 TimeQuestWatches.com SafeSax.com 








FUNNIEST T-SHIRTS...PERIOD 


Check out the complete lineup of 


Caravan.com 





GET HER TO SAY YES pee-in-your-pants funny t-shirts at 

| T-SHIRTSTHATSUCK.COM., We use the 
Invite her to vacation with you in Costa softest, vintage feel cotton tees. With 
Rica, Caravan makes it easy and affordable. tons of styles and colors our t-shirts will 
Explore rainforests, beaches and volcanoes. be coveted by all your degenerate friends. 
Includes all meals, activities, hotels, airport The perfect gift for your moron brother or 
transfers, and transportation within Costa filthy girlfriend. 

| Rica. 10 day tour, only $995 per person. BUY 3 GET1FREE this month! 


| 800-Caravan (800.227.2826) Caravan.com TshirtsThatSuck.com 





RECORD NOTEBOOKS 


Give the music fanatic on your gift list 
something unique! Our recycled, refillable 
notebooks are handmade from vintage 
records, each one using both the record 
cover and the record itself! Available in 
artists and genres to suit any personality! 
RewareVintage.com 





HOT & HANDCRAFTED 


Tired of mass produced, boring jewelry? 
These “Unicorn Earrings" are made in 

NYC by jewelry designer Janet Masamitsu. 
Cool styles in sterling silver and gold 
vermeil are available online. Fast shipment 
in “ready to give" ribbon wrapped gift 
boxes. Nice! 

877.HI.JANET JanetJewelry.com 





THE MONEY CLAMP © 
Nominated "2007 Most Innovative New 
Product” - as seen on TV, the slim, sleek, 
sexy Money Clamp is the Only Money 
Clip in the world that works. Its patented 
design securely holds 1 bill & 1 credit card 
or 25 bills & 12 cards. Top grain leather 
credit card wallet included, $19 - $99, 
800.381.8030 MoneyClamp.com 





LIBERATOR WEDGE 


The Wedge allows you to position yourself 
on a divine 27° incline for deeper penetratic 
and supreme access for G-Spot stimulation. 
Never sink into your mattress again-the 
Wedge lifts and tilts you into positions you 
thought were unattainable and provides 
extra support for old favorites. 


888.751.0523 SmittenKittenOnline.com 





POSTERS & CALENDARS 


Walldaddy.com—a new, fun, and edgy 
company-offers the BEST in posters and 
calendars for bare walls everywhere. With 
thousands of titles available, Walldaddy. 
com Makes expressing yourself fast, easy, 
and affordable. 


866.406.7771 Walldaddy.com 





TRANSCENDING STYLE 


-pic Firm translates elements of style, 
uxury, and culture into highly refined 
clothing that transcends the singular 
focation of a garment. This high-end 
sportswear label breaks the barrier between 
sporty and sophisticated with quality 
jJarments that can be worn on any occasion. 
=picFirm.com 





LAPTOP BAGS FOR YOUR LADY 


fou: Tech Savvy & proud of it. 

der: Sexy, smart AND trendy. 

score brownie points with your girl with 
i custom laptop bag. Five different style 
ags, 100's of designs. Be a hero this 
ioliday season! 

101.876.1198 MaveryDesigns.com 





TESTED TOUGH 


ough, masculine & scratch resistant. 
Jnique Tungsten Carbide & Black Titanium 
lesigns. The last ring you'll ever need. 
/irtually indestructible & guaranteed for 
ife. The Finest Modern Jewelry Available. 
300.370.2646 Titanium-Jewelry.com 
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CD & CONCERT 
TICKET DISPLAY 


Don't let concert tickets and downloaded 
CDs fade away...show them off with our 
displays! That's My Ticket offers music 
lovers Ticket Frames, Ticket Archives 
(holds 96 tix), CD Frames (perfect for 
autographed CDs) and much more. 
Coupon code “Blender” for 15% off. 
508.533.1900 ThatsMyTicket.com 








SWAVORSKI CRYSTALS 


Hot new snap-on faceplates designed with 
genuine Swarovski crystals. Just snap on 
and your phone becomes a stylish fashion 
accessory. We have many designs and 
models including the new Sidekick III & 
Sidekick ID, Motorola Razr, Apple iPhone, 
Blackberry, Treo and much more. Save 
10% with code BLIO. 


877.866.3485 LetsCrystallt.com 





STAND TALL AND PROUD 


Vida Sana Super Growth is a patent pend- 
ing proprietary formulation comprised of 
dietary supplements and minerals that 
maximize the growth potential of young 
adults. Increase your height today and 
make the world look up to you! Order Now! 
866.571.2506 VidaSanaWorks.com 


LOOKING GOOD 


The hottest shades to hit the Hollywood 


fashion scene have arrived! Steal the spot- 
light and accessorize with Shutter Shades. 
Six different colors are available. Free 


shipping is included when you buy three or 


more pairs! Only $25! 
ShutterShadesOnline.com 
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TURN PHOTOS INTO ART 


Want to give the best holiday gift? 
Have us transform your photos of family, 
friends and pets into artwork stretched on 


canvas. Tons of styles to choose from. 
| 


Sizes 11"x 14" to 48"x 60" 
800.686.9299 Photocrazed.com 





INHALE THE VAPOR 


Vaporization with the Air2 Vapir™ Digital 

Air™ system utilizes patented technology 

to heat up herbs or tobacco to the most 

effective temp for aromatherapy; gently 

releases pure flavor & active elements. In 

this optimal condition, there is no burning, 

no smoke - only pure vapor. Phone Orders 

Receive 10% OFF 
800.841.1022 Vapir.com | 
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Drinks well > 
With others. | 





DESIGN YOUR OWN 


Got a clever saying? Get over to Custom- 
ized Girl and put it on this Fitted Tee! The 
$10 price includes your design! We have 
items for Men, Women, & Kids, so it's easy 
to find something to suit your personal 
style. Visit us and create something today. 
800.361.8811 CustomizedGirl.com 





MAKE IT A GOOD NIGHT 


Undercover Condoms has a huge selection 
of condoms, lubes, and vibrating rings, 
shipped direct in plain packaging. The Tro- 
jan Overnight Pack includes 42 condoms, 
2 Trojan Vibe Rings, and a Trojan bag. 
$39.95. FREE SHIPPING over $29. Enter 
BLENDER in the “Special Instructions” box 
for an additional $5 off! 


| 800.893.9105 UndercoverCondoms.com 
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LAST PAGE 


The dancing 18-year-old R&B heartthrob knows how to “Run It!,” but he used to be a nerdy 


straight-A student. Set phasers on stun as we boldly ask ... 


WHO DOES CH RIS BROWN THINK HE IS? 


By TIM GRIERSON * Photograph by WILLIAMS + HIRAKAWA 


Your self-portrait looks kind of 
scary and freaky, Chris. 

I drew myself in a goofy persona: 
areject, a nerd. 

Is that how you see yourself, as 

a reject? 

Well, it’s how other people don’t 
see me. I try to be different from 
everybody. 

Did you wear glasses asa 

kid, nerd? 

[ had glasses from sixth grade to 
the eighth grade, for astigmatism. I 
used to get headaches all the time. 


What did your !Oth-grade report 
card say? 

As, As, As. Straight A’s, all through 
kindergarten, elementary school, 
middle school ... 


What were your best subjects? 
Math and science. 


You really were a nerd. Did kids 
give you shit about being smart? 
No. ‘Cause I'd beat ‘em up. 

Who was the last person 

you punched? 

I used to fight in the hood in 
Virginia. Gang fights—not “gang 
fights,” but fights with people: 
“Man, forget them!" “Forget you!” 
Boom! Boom! Boom! Il wouldn't 
brag, but I didn’t lose a lot. 


“| WEAR A NEW 


17? Blendercom 


PAIR OF DRAWERS 
EVERY DAY” 


Have you ever been arrested? 
Yeah, but it’s not on my record. I 
got arrested for fleeing from the 
police on a little minibike. When I 
was living in New York, my home- 
boys wanted to ride through the 
park. The police caught us, but all 
they did was take the bikes from 
us, so we didn't get in trouble. 

It’s a typical Friday night at Il pM. 
What are you doing? 

Looking for some girls. [Laughs. ] 


If you could make one apology, 
what would it be? 


I'd apologize to God for all my sins. 


But you're only (8. What vices do 
you have? 


Basketball, my music and women. 


What personal habit do you have 
that other people find annoying? 

I like picking the nails off my toes. 
Pretty annoying! What would you 
like written on your gravestone? 
CHRIS BROWN, THE HORNIEST MAN 
ALIVE! [Laughs.] Check it, I’m lyin’ 
Probably, HERE LIES A LEGEND. 
What do you look like naked? 
Pretty damn good. 

How would you characterize your 
taste in sex? 

I'll save that for the lady of my life. 
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What do you refuse to eat? 
Chitlins. My grandma used to 
cook them, and she'd be like, 
“These are good, boy!" I never 
would eat them. They smelled 
like feces. 

Dogs or cats? 

Dogs! A dog is more manly. But 


cats, they clean up after them- 
selves, All they need is a litter box. 


Underwear or commando? 
Underwear. I wear a new pair of 
drawers every day. I won't wash 
my drawers and put ‘em back on. I 
just throw them away. 


lf we drug-tested you, what would 
we find? 

Nothing. Just urine. I don't really 
take drugs. I don’t drink. My uncle 
died from drinking. Aleohol can 
hurt you in many ways. It hurts, 
like, females that get drunk at a 
party, then pass out and dudes 
take advantage of them. Typical 
high school story—not from me! 


If we talked to an ex-girlfriend, 
what would she say about you? 


That she fucked up! [#) 
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OUR AGENTS DONT JUST WRITE MOTORCYCLE POLICIES, 
THEY RIDE MOTORCYCLES. 


In fact, over 600 of them ride. That's why they know having a back seat means 
you need coverage for your passenger. So Allstate includes Passenger Liability 
with every policy. Many insurance companies don’t even offer it. You deserve 
an agent who speaks your language. That's Allstate's Stand. 


TO FIND AN ALLSTATE AGENT IN YOUR AREA WHO HAS EXPERIENCE 
HELPING PROTECT MOTORCYCLES, CALL 877-BIKE-303. 
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Allstate. 
You're in good hands. 


Auto Home Life Retirement 
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watching what the NFL watches 


Imagine watching an HDTV that makes the lightning-fast action 
of football so crisp, it’s the #1 HDTV pick of the NFL for their 
in-stadium coaches’ booths. With Samsung’s new 71 series LCD 
TV featuring Auto Motion Plus 120Hz™ technology, the decision is 
clear. For more information, visit samsung.com/nfl 
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